
School’s Open - Drive Carefully!

 Commack’s Board of Education 
members are ordinary people who 
have an extraordinary dedication to 
our schools. Help us to honor these 
men and women who play such an 
important role to create the educa-
tional vision we want for our students. 
The school board works closely with 
parents, education professionals and 
community members to formulate 
goals, defi ne results, and to set the 
course for an exceptional educational 
program for all students. 
 The school board oversees regu-
lar assessment of the District’s stu-
dents, staff, and programs, assures 
local control over our schools, and 
works together to provide leadership 
for our schools. The school board 
also is a strong advocate for public 
schools and is responsible for com-
municating the needs of the school 
district to the public and the public’s 
expectations to the district.  
 Please make a special effort to 
tell each school board member that 
his or her hard work and untiring 
commitment is noticed and is very 
much appreciated.  
 To email the Board of Education: 
boe@commack.k12.ny.us, and to call 
the Board of Education: (631) 912-
2055.  

Our BOE Members
 Steve Hartman: Steve is the 
President of the BOE and has been 
on the Board since 2013. A mechani-
cal and software engineer as well an 
inventor of many devices, he shares 
his expertise and mentors our stu-
dents involved in science and engi-
neering classes.  He serves as Presi-
dent on the Commack Library Board, 
as well as helping with other volunteer 
organizations.  He has two children in 
the district.
 Janine DiGirolamo: Janine is 
the Vice President of the BOE and was 
elected in 2014. Family and school-
centered, Janine is following in her 
mom’s footsteps as both a dedicated  
Board member and a strong advocate  
for parents and children. She and her  
husband have two boys and are both  
active participants in many community  
activities including youth athletics and  
PTA. Janine serves as the NYSSBA 
 Advocacy Liaison for Commack. 
 MaryJo Masciello:  MaryJo has 
served this community as a BOE 
member since 1998 and led the Board 
as President for 13 years. A former 
teacher and dedicated PTA member 
and offi cer, MaryJo and her husband 
raised four children, all Commack 
graduates. Her focus is always on 
what is best for this community and to 

October is Board of Education 
Appreciation Month

Thank a school board member today!

School Board Members Lead 
So Students Can Achieve

Our Board Members in photo, from left to right: MaryJo Mas-
ciello, Steven Hartman, Jarrett Behar, Janine DiGirolamo, and 
Pamela Verity. 

provide our students with an excellent learning experience. 
 Jarrett Behar: Jarrett  was elected in 2015 and he is the 
father of two young children. He cares deeply about the fu-
ture of our schools. He is an attorney by trade, and a strong 
advocate for children. He is active in PTA and various athletic 
associations in our community. 
 Pamela Verity: Pamela was elected this year and is the 
mother of three Commack students. She is an active member 
in groups that seek to reform current legislation that impacts 
schools. She is learning how the district functions at all levels 
to best develop an appropriate educational experience for all 
students, as well as for their social and emotional needs.

October 2016

mailto:boe@commack.k12.ny.us
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 New York's Lieutenant Governor, Kathy 
Hochul, surprised chemistry teacher, Steph-
anie O'Brien, when she came to Commack 
High School to present Mrs. O’Brien with 
the Empire State Excellence in Teaching 
Award and a check for $5,000. 
 The award recognizes educational 
leaders who "exemplify the professional 
work of thousands of outstanding, progres-
sive teachers and innovative educators 
striving to attain New York standards and 
success for all of their students.” 
 As a representative of the mission and 
in-depth work of teachers across the State, 
Mrs. O’Brien and other honorees will meet 
with Governor Cuomo and serve as an Am-
bassador of the Teaching Profession. They 
will also share insights on professional 
learning and advise on educational trends 
with regional development leaders, univer-
sity leaders in teacher education, and policy 
makers. 
 Mrs. O’Brien began her teaching career 
here in Commack in 2008 and has taught 
Regents Chemistry, Pre-IB Chemistry, and 
IB Chemistry SL. A strong advocate for in-
quiry based learning, she has embraced the 
fl ipped classroom to allow for deeper con-
ceptual learning. She serves on the district 
technology and secondary education litera-
cy committee. She is currently pursuing her 

d o c t o r a t e 
in science 
educa t ion 
and her pro-
f e s s i o n a l 
interests fo-
cus on Pre-
Service and 
In-Service 
d e v e l o p -
ment of 
Pedagogi-
cal Content 
Knowledge 
(PCK) in 
the fi eld of 
chemistry. 
Stephanie 
has con-
ducted pro-
fessional development workshops for STA-
NYS and Commack. She is a member of 
NSTA and STANYS and a New York State 
Master Teacher. She is also a Google Cer-
tifi ed Educator and a Microsoft Innovative 
Educator.
 "We have amazing teachers in this 
District," said Superintendent, Dr. Don-
ald James. "We're so proud of Stephanie. 
She was named a NYS Master Teacher 
last year, and she always seeks new ways 

to teach and inspire learning. This is well-
deserved recognition for her dedication to 
her students and for her ceaseless efforts 
to increase her own knowledge and skills 
to become an even more effective teacher 
and mentor."
 In photo, from left to right: Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Donald James, CHS 
Principal Leslie Boritz, Lt. Governor Kathy 
Hochul, and award winning teacher Steph-
anie O'Brien.

Lieutenant Governor Presents 
                            Prestigious Excellence in Teaching Award

 Michael Larson was appointed 
as an assistant principal at Commack 
High School on August 15, 2016. 
Michael fi lls the position left vacant 
when former assistant principal, Les-
lie Boritz, was named the new high 
school principal. 
 “Michael is a dynamic educa-
tor, who is compassionate and com-
mitted to our students,” stated Dr. 
Donald James, Superintendent of 
Commack Schools. “His experience 
working one-on-one as both a class 
and Student Council advisor and as 
Coordinator of Student Affairs and 
Attendance has provided insight into 
the culture and views of our children 
at the high school. Michael’s commit-
ment to the students, their parents, 
and his fellow staff members is evi-
dent in his many accomplishments at 
Commack High School.

 A graduate of Plymouth State 
University with a Masters degree in 
Special Education and an Advanced 
Graduate Certifi cate (SBL/SDL) from 
Stony Brook University, Michael lives 
in Stony Brook with his wife and son. 
His career in Commack High School 
began in 2007 as a secondary social 
studies educator, teaching history, 
economics, and government.
 The new assistant principal is, 
“Grateful for the opportunity to work 
with a gifted group of educators and 
staff members, administrators, as 
well as parents and guardians in sup-
port of students, and to build upon the 
established foundation of excellence 
that is Commack High School. I am 
looking forward to the enriching expe-
riences ahead and am excited to con-
tinue working with so many incredible 
professionals.” 

Mi h l L i t d A d t f P

New Assistant Principal at CHS
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETINGS

Thursday, November 17, 2016
Commack Middle School at 8:00 p.m.*

Thursday, December 15, 2016
Hubbs Administrative Center at 8:00 p.m.*

*The Board will convene at 6:30 p.m. and is expected to adjourn 
into Executive Session. Public meetings will commence at times 

stated above.

CCC Annual Red Ribbon
5K Run/Walk to Prevent

Substance Abuse
Saturday, October 29, 2016

Commack High School 
Run at 9:00 a.m., Kid‛s Walk at 8:30 a.m.

Halloween Happening
Friday, October 28, 2016

Commack High School  4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

SEPTA Holiday Boutique
November 15, 2016

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Commack High School
Raffl es, Vendors Galore!

Community Blood Drive
November 15, 2016 

1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Burr
Sponsored by PTA Council & NY Blood Center

Click the Community Events link on the 
Commack Website for more events

www.commackschools.org

Follow us on Twitter
@CommackSchools

Emergency Management Drill

Wednesday, November 23, 2016
Students will be dismissed 15 minutes early.

 After a very smooth 
school opening, we are right 
back in the swing of things 
in our classrooms and fa-
cilities. We are delighted that 
Commack was named as a 
“District of Distinction” for its 
college and career readiness 
program. By setting our own 
criteria for success, we aim 
to equip all of our children for 
college and career. 
 Congratulations to our 
high school athletes for their 
hard work in and out of the 
classroom. They  again 
earned  the NYSPHSAA 
Scholar Athlete Team Award. 
More on that honor on page 
8. 
 In October, we celebrate the contributions of our Board of 
Education during Board Recognition Month. These volunteers are 
strong advocates for continuous improvement in our children’s 
learning and achievement. They attend hundreds of meetings and 
events every year, read reams of reports, agendas, and proposals, 
broaden their knowledge at conferences and seminars, and advo-
cate with government representatives. They listen and respond to 
business leaders, parents, and neighbors. Overall, they represent 
our students and community and take their leadership roles very 
seriously. Please take a moment to say thank you.
 I’m happy to report that the drinking water in our schools was 
tested and retested and is safe for our students and staff. Over the 
summer, an additional twenty-one (21) hydration stations were in-
stalled throughout the District that dispense cooled, fi ltered, water 
to refi ll water bottles or to drink directly from the fountains. We were 
ahead of the curve in testing, which subsequently was mandated in 
all school districts by the State.  
 We were fortunate to fi nd a buyer for the portables at Com-
mack High School, and we’re working on making the front entrance 
beautiful and inviting. 
 We welcome our community to get involved with our schools 
and hope you will join us this year at the many community events 
we have planned: our Continuing Education classes, Board of Edu-
cation and informational meetings, concerts, athletic events, and 
other special happenings. As always, please feel free to contact 
me with your suggestions or just to say hello.
 Sincerely,

Dr. Donald James
Superintendent, Commack Schools

Board of Education President 
Steven Hartman with Superinten-

dent Donald James and the District 
of Distinction Plaque.

http://www.commack.k12.ny.us
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 Each year the Long Island Scholar Art-
ist program recognizes students who ex-
cel academically and in the areas of either 
music, visual arts, dance, theater, or media 
arts. Two of our talented Commack High 
School seniors were selected this year, 
Morgan and Jessica.
 Morgan is a talented actor, singer and 
dancer, enrolled in IB Dance and IB The-
ater. She began her journey in theatre at 
just fi ve years old, as Gretel in Hansel and 
Gretel. In 2015, she attended Carnegie Mel-
lon’s summer pre-college for musical the-
atre and stared as Charity in Sweet Charity 
at the Suffolk Y Jewish Community Center 
in Commack. Her most recent role was as 
the Beggar Woman in Sweeney Todd a high 
school musical production.
 Jessica is an outstanding dancer, and 
is an IB Dance student. Her teacher, Kim 
Cisek said, “Jessica has that “it” factor that 
all artists desire. She embodies that inexpli-
cable, star quality that guarantees an inter-
esting, lifelong journey in the arts. She loves 

to move, cho-
reograph, and 
explore the 
world through 
dance.”
 Both stu-
dents were 
recognized at 
an awards cer-
emony in Sep-
tember. They 
were among 
the top twenty 
Scholar Art-
ists from Nas-
sau and Suf-
folk Counties, 
each of whom 
received a $40,000 scholarship to attend 
Long Island University. Jessica was fea-
tured in Newsday in September, and Mor-
gan will be featured in Newsday in March. 
Congratulations to Jessica and Morgan for 
this distinguished recognition.

 A proud moment is captured in the pho-
to, with Director of Literacy and Advanced 
Studies, Eliot Lewin, English teacher Karen 
Malone, Morgan, Jessica, IB Dance teach-
er Kimberly Cisek, and Director of Fine and 
Applied Arts, Paul R. Infante. 

 Commack students par-
ticipated in two highly com-
petitive summer science 
programs at Brookhaven 
National Laboratory.
 The Brookhaven Nation-
al Laboratory STEM Prep 
Summer Institute is a four-
week enrichment program 
for students that have com-
pleted ninth grade and are 
members of under-repre-
sented minorities in science. 
Brookhaven accepted only 
22 students out of 42 appli-
cants and Commack High 
School had one of the larg-
est groups represented with 
four of our students attend-
ing: Frank, DeVaughna, Ta-
tiana, and Trinity. Students 
participate in four one-week 
modules related to topics in 
chemistry, biology, physics, 
environmental science, and 
scientifi c computing. Each 
student created a poster and presented 
on a topic of interest at the end of the four 
weeks. DeVaughna and Tatiana focused 
on genetic engineering, Frank on DNA Bar-
coding, and Trinity on nuclear technology.
 DeVaughna shared her analysis of the 

program, “My experience at Brookhaven 
National Laboratory opened my mind to the 
broad world of science and helped me get 
a further, hands-on understanding of each 
fi eld of science.” 
  The High School Research Program 
at BNL is a highly competitive, six-week 

program where students 
conduct original research 
projects with Brookhaven 
National Laboratory scien-
tifi c staff. 
 This summer, only 56 
students were accepted. 
Commack had two students 
participate in this prestigious 
program, Daniel and Jordan. 
 Jordan’s project title 
was “NSLS-II Status Page 
Creation.” He shared these 
thoughts about the research 
program, “The overall ex-
perience at the Brookhaven 
National Laboratory was 
amazing. It gave me a great 
opportunity to work in col-
laboration with employees 
and students to learn about 
the NSLS-II and its operating 
systems.” 
 Daniel’s project was ti-
tled, “Sensor Network Wind 
Field Determination”. His 

work centered on the design of a new al-
gorithm to estimate the wind direction and 
speed using sensor data. Daniel submitted 
his research to the Siemens Competition 
in math, science, and technology and was 
named a semifi nalist! 

Commack Students Excel in Brookhaven National Lab Summer ProgramsCommack Students Excel in Brookhaven National Lab Summer Programs

In photo, left to right (back row): Principal Leslie Boritz, Frank, Jordan, Daniel, 
Science Director Alison Offerman-Celentano, and Science Research Teacher 
Richard Kurtz. Seated, DeVaughna, Tatiana, and Trinity.

Commack High School’s 
Scholar-Artist Award WinnersScholar Artist Award Winners
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 Students at Burr Intermedi-
ate School participated in Kick 
for a Cause before school to 
raise funds to fi nd a cure for 
ALS - also known as Lou Gerig 
Disease. The school has raised 
thousands of dollars over the 
years to support this worthy 
cause, and each year the ALS 
Ride for Life is presented with 
a check when the riders stop 
by the school on their way from 
Manhattan to Montauk.
 This event was the soccer 
themed kick-off to this school 
year’s drive. In photo are the 
fourth graders who kicked for 
the cause.

Defeating ALS
Kick for a Cure

 Sawmill students 
are learning to use the 
power of wind for an 
engineering competi-
tion to be held in mid 
October at the Cradle 
of Aviation Museum in 
Garden City. The com-
petition is in its sixth 
year.
 Beginning in Janu-
ary 2016, a fourth grade 
cohort group of young 
engineers began study-
ing the science behind 
wind energy and its po-
tential to help forge a 
future that is powered 
by sustainable resources rather than 
fossil fuels.  This school year, Mrs. 
Persichilli and Mrs. Bernstein recon-
vened the STEM group, now fi fth grad-
ers.  “We were amazed the students 
were able to pick up right where we 
left off last year,” the teachers shared. 
The students were anxious to start the 
design and construction phase.  
 The competition challenges the 
participants to design functioning wind 
turbines and to compete against their 
peers in developing the most creative 
one. "They're measuring the output of 
voltage and the amperage and amount 
of power that's put out," said teacher 
Leah Bernstein.
 The teachers’ goals for this cohort 

group are:
•  Getting students excited about 

the promise and opportunities of 
renewable energy—specifi cally 
wind power—and its relationship 
to global climate change.

•  Fostering opportunities for stu-
dents to build, test, explore, and 
understand wind energy technol-
ogy at a manageable scale.

•  Getting students excited about 
careers in STEM fi elds related to 
renewable energy.

•  Connecting students to mentors 
and role models in the renewable 
energy industry

 Whatever the outcome of the com-
petition, it has been a winning experi-
ence for all involved thus far.

Future Engineers Build Wind Turbines 

 Cyndi Nichols and Donna Sandak’s 
classes at North Ridge began their year-
long Community Service projects with 
a letter writing campaign. The children 
drew happy pictures to share with the 
service men and women both here and 
abroad. During a class discussion one 
little girl exclaimed, "They have to be 
brave!"  
 All of the children decided that their 
pictures should have smiling faces, 
rainbows, fl owers, and other "smiley" 
things.  These kindergartners are learn-
ing that to be a good student starts with 
being kind to others!

North Ridge Community
Service Project:

Letters of AppreciationLetters of Appreciation
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 Indian Hollow Primary 
School kicked off its 2016 
- 2017 Spirit Days with a 
gathering of the entire stu-
dent body. The children 
wore their spirit wear at-
tire and joined together to 
recite the Pledge and sing 
patriotic songs. 
 Courtesy is the fi rst 
character trait the children 
are focusing on this year, 
and Mrs. Cristello’s second 
grade class shared person-
al examples of how they 
have displayed courtesy in 
their lives. Pictured are a 
few of the readers.
  The assembly ended 
with a spirited sing-a-long 
of the Indian Hollow school 
song.

 is for Courtesy
Commack’s Character Education Program

is 
C
H
A
R
A
C
T
E
R

 Wood Park staff, PTA, 
and students have the oppor-
tunity to clock 26.2 miles of 
walking, running, or a com-
bination of both, over a six 
week period. 
 The school is once again 
partnering with the Smith-
town Youth Bureau Safe 
Routes to School Program, 
which gave all students a pe-
dometer to help them track 
their mileage.
 Physical Education  
teacher Cathy Pugh is head-
ing the endeavor, and stu-
dents can join her to “train” 

during recess and before 
school to achieve their goal. 
Mighty Marathoners will re-
ceive awards and incentives 
along the way, including a 
fi nisher’s medal.
 Goals of the Mighty Mar-
athoner program include:
• Learning the value of set-

ting goals and meeting a 
challenge 

• Gaining self-confi dence 
• Striving to reach one’s 

full potential
• Having fun while being 

active! And active kids 
perform better in school!

Wood Park’s Mighty MarathonersMighty Marathoners
Six Weeks to Finish 26.2 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

Students above pose in front of the Mighty Marathon bulletin 
board at Wood Park with teacher Cathy Pugh, and on left, run  

towards their goal of  tallying 26.2 miles.
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Helping Hands  
Feed the Hungry

 Wood Park  P r i m a r y 
School students who partici-
pated in the summer reading 
program were honored on 
Wednesday, September 28, 
2016. Each student that read 
and completed a summer read-
ing bookmark was entered into 
a raffl e drawing, and winners re-
ceived a new book. Each partic-
ipant also received a bookmark! 
 The students’ colorful book-
marks are displayed in the lobby 
at Wood Park. Pictured are this 
summer’s readers with Wood 
Park Principal Michelle Collison 
and teachers.

 Schools throughout the District marked Constitution Day with red, white, 
and blue attire, patriotic songs, history lessons, and by learning about what it 
means to be good citizens in school, at home, and in our community. Consti-
tution Day is a Federal observance that celebrates the adoption and signing 
of the United States Constitution on September 17, 1787, by delegates at the 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.
 In photos above, our primary school students from North Ridge, Rolling 
Hills, and Wood Park drafted and signed their own Constitutions, gathered to 
sing America’s songs, decorated posters, and recited the Pledge. 

Celebrating our Constitutional FreedomsCelebrating our Constitutional Freedoms

Summer Reading Reaps Rewards

 Every fi rst Saturday of the month the Pay It For-
ward Club meets at the Methodist Church in Com-
mack to join others in the community to make pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwiches that are donated to 
local food pantries and families in need.  
 On average, the PB & J Gang makes over 
2,000 sandwiches each time they meet. “Our CHS 
PIF Club assembled over 300 sandwiches before 
the bread ran out!” reported club advisors Katina 
Price and Megan Moy, “It was a great spending time 
together while working for such a great cause!  To-
gether we spread care and compassion for those in 
our community.”
 The club will continue their efforts this fall, rak-
ing leaves for the elderly and raising funds to help 
others.

g
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 Hundreds of dollars are raised by our 
Commack PTAs each year through the 
Box Tops for Education Program. Box 
Tops bucks fund extra educational activi-
ties for students.
 At Rolling Hills, all the money raised 
(somewhere in the thousands, according 
to PTA VP Audra Friis) from Box Tops 
goes towards the school’s Arts in Educa-
tion programs to fund fi eld trips to muse-
ums, virtual fi eld trips, and for in-house 
programs. At the end of every school 
year, the class with the most Box Tops 
collected receives Barnes & Noble gift 
cards “to promote reading through the 
summer. 
 Every year, North Ridge families clip 
over $1,000 worth of Box Tops to keep 
the Arts in Education programs running 

strong.   The children always enjoy the 
curriculum enriching shows and trips, in-
cluding Bus Safety Bob, a colonial fi eld 
trip to Blydenburg Park, a visit from a 
farm, and a journey into Native American 
history, to name a few. NR PTA Presi-
dent Tara Terry said, “We also encourage 
our little ones to clip the box tops them-
selves, as they continue to develop their 
fi ne motor skills! We also reach out to 
Commack High School students to help 
us count the Box Tops.”
 Commack Middle School’s goal is to 
use the funds earned to create a recre-
ation room that will be open to students 
during lunch periods and after school. 
Bins are located in the main lobby and 
through the school, and the Mandrac-
chia-Sawmill PTA uses all the money it 

earns from Box Tops for Arts-in-Educa-
tion and PTA events.
 Won’t you help? It’s easy, just clip 
the small coupons you see on the tops 
of food packages that participate in the 
program, and drop them off at one of 
our schools. Include the expiration date 
when you clip them please. To track each 
school’s progress visit http://www.box-
tops4education.com/.

Box Tops for Education: Clipping for Ca$h for SchoolsBox Tops for Education: Clipping for Ca$h for Schools 

 We’re proud to an-
nounce that Commack 
High School earned 
the New York State 
NYSPHSAA Scholar 
Athlete Team School of 
Distinction  Award for the 
2015-16 school year, as 
it has for the last eight 
out of nine school years. 
 To qualify for this 
honor, every varsity ath-
letic team must have a 
90% Grade Point Aver-
age. 

 “Our scholar athletes 
deserve kudos for their 
hard work on and off the 
fi elds and courts,” said  
Superintendent Dr. Don-
ald James.

Presenting the award is Athletic Director Pat Friel, accepted by Superintendent Dr. 
Donald James, and High School Principal Leslie Boritz.

We’re proud to an- “Our scholar athletes

Commack’s Scholar Athletes 
  Do it AGAIN!

Commack Board of Education:

Steven Hartman - President
Janine DiGirolamo - Vice President

Trustees: Jarrett Behar,
 MaryJo Masciello, Pamela Verity 

Superintendent of Schools: 
Dr. Donald A. James

www.commackschools.org

www.boxtops4education.com
www.commackschools.org

