Mr. Henry

English 12-Theme

“It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the 

journey that matters, in the end.” - Ernest Hemingway
Welcome to English 12-Theme!  This year marks the end of one chapter of your lives, and the beginning of a very different, very exciting new chapter.  I look forward to assisting you as you prepare to set out on whatever path you choose after finishing you career here at Commack High School.
Class Texts:


Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller


Othello, The Moor of Venice  by William Shakespeare


The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman


A selection of short stories and poetry

Major Writing Assignments:


College Application Essay

Midterm Writing Portfolio


Senior Research Paper
Class Rules/ Expectations:

1) If you’re early, you’re on time.  If you’re on time, you’re late.  If you’re late, you’re left behind.  Be seated before the bell.
2) In order for class to be successful, we must have respect for one another.  I will respect you all as students, as you will respect me as your teacher.  Furthermore, I expect you to have the same consideration for one another.
Required Materials-  In order to qualify as prepared, you will need to have brought the following materials to every class before the bell rings.
· A Pen
· An English notebook.  It does not matter to me whether you use a three-ring binder or a spiral notebook. However, your notebook needs to have three sections devoted to English. The three sections are: 
· Literature- for notes and activities related to the different works we read in class.
· Grammar and Vocabulary
· Journal- We will add an entry to this section approximately once every week .
· The text we are reading at the given time (if not a class copy).
· *Any other materials you are instructed to bring in advance.
Absences -  Attendance is factored into the PREPAREDNESS and CLASSWORK portion of all English grades.  Although you cannot be penalized for being legally absent from school, you are responsible for any missed work.  Since credit can not be awarded for class participation when a student is absent, missed classwork that is not made up will impact the classwork grade.  To prevent losing credit from classwork, any missed assignments must be made up within a week of your absence.

Some Things To Expect From This Course-

· Reflective writing (journal assignments, usually done in the Notebook)

· Writer’s workshop setting throughout the year

· Grammar instruction “in context”

· Concentrated analysis in literature

Grading Policy- 
As per English Department policy, the following components will determine your student’s grade for each marking quarter:

70% =
Formal Assessments
30% =
Homework, Preparedness, and Classwork reflected in homework, notebooks, journals, listening, speaking, class participation, etc.

* All seniors in Regents and CWP/classes have the completion of a research paper as part of their course requirement.  Late papers will be penalized, subject to review by the department chairman.  The research papers in twelfth grade (the process and product) carry the weight of a full marking period.
Extra-Help
Extra-help will take place regularly on Tuesdays before school or by special appointment.
Mr. Henry’s website: http://www.commackschools.org/rhenry
Mr. Henry’s e-mail: rhenry@commack.k12.ny.us
