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Chapter 6

1. What is Holden worried about at the beginning of the chapter?

2. What does Holden do with the composition he wrote? Why? 
3. What is the topic of conversation between Holden and Stradlater? How does it end up?

4. Do you think Holden is a pacifist? Explain.
5. Where does Holden go after Stradlater goes to “the can”? Why?

Chapter 7

1. What game does Holden ask Ackley to play? Why?

2. What feeling does Holden say he has during most of this chapter? What does this say about his mental health?

3. About what does Holden initially tell Ackley his fight with Stradlater concerned?

4. What does Holden think about when he is on Ely’s bed?

5. Why does Holden wake Ackley up from sleeping? What does Holden want Ackley to do?

6. What is ironic about Ackley’s defense of his religion?

7. What significant decision does Holden make?

8. Holden is depressed while he packs his belongings. What item depresses him the most? Why?

9. How does Holden raise some additional money?

10. What does Holden cry out when he leaves the dorm? Do you think this really happened?

Chapter 8

1. When does Holden like to ride trains? Why?

2. Who sits next to Holden on the train? What does she notice?

3. What name does Holden give on the train? Why?

4. Who is Ernest Morrow? What is Holden’s assessment of him?

5. What does Holden offer the woman on the train? What is her reaction and Holden’s response?

6. How does Holden enthrall the woman on the train? (how does he keep her interested?)

7. Where does Holden invite the woman on the train? Why?

8. What explanation does Holden give the woman on the train for his going home from school early?

9. Where does the woman on the train invite Holden? What is his response?

Chapter 9

1. What is the first thing Holden does after he gets off at Penn Station?

2. Why doesn’t Holden call D.B.? Phoebe? Sally Hayes? Jane Gallagher? Carl Luce?

3. What strange questions does Holden ask the cab driver?

4. Where does Holden initially ask the cab driver to take him?

5. What offer does Holden make to the cab driver? Why?

6. Who shows Holden to his room? What is Holden’s assessment of him?
7. What two “situations” does Holden view from his room? What is his reaction to each?

8. Who was Holden going to call? What story was he going to use to talk to her?

9. Who does Holden finally call? Why? 

10. What reason does she give Holden for not having Holden come to her place?

12. Why does Holden think he “fouled it up” with her?

