
Senior College 
Planning Night



College Application Process Timeline

  Research (Naviance, virtual tours, school websites, College Data.com, etc.)

   Visit/Virtual Tours (virtual and in-person, through the fall of senior year, if/when possible)

  Standardized Test prep SAT/ACT/Test Optional (through fall of senior year, if needed)

  Apply:  Senior year, early is recommended! 
 Be aware of DEADLINES!

  Financial Aid: Complete FAFSA online, available in December of 
senior year, and apply for scholarships (CHS College Financing website & 
Scholarship Bulletins, www.Fastweb.com, www.hesc.ny.gov, www.Finaid.org).

Financial Aid & Scholarship Night – November 14th, 7pm
  
  Decision & Deposit: After receiving all college decisions and 

financial award letters. National response deadline: May 1, but response deadlines 
and deposit deadlines will vary! 

https://www.commackschools.org/scholarships7940.aspx
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.hesc.ny.gov/
http://www.finaid.org/


Apply – www.Commonapp.org
(The Common App, SUNY App, CUNY App, Coalition 

App, Individual schools’ applications)

http://www.commonapp.org/


❖ View statistics of previous Commack High School students who have 
applied to each college

❖ "Colleges I'm Applying To“
❖ Request and track Letters of Recommendation from teachers
❖ Track application materials; track documents sent by the Counseling 

Center to each prospective school 
❖ View upcoming College Visits

Naviance



Naviance & The Common Application
Naviance is used to send application materials (transcript, letters of 

recommendation, school reports) to colleges electronically. 

The Matching Process & FERPA Agreement

In order for the Counselor to be able to send letters of 
recommendation, the official transcript, and school reports, the 
FERPA Agreement and Matching Process must be completed.

*FERPA & Matching Process Video Tutorial 
*Instructions on Important Information & Dates for Seniors 

*Common App Summer Camp sessions completed this process 
and students will have another opportunity to complete in 

Senior Class Meetings tomorrow or Friday

https://www.commackschools.org/Downloads/FERPA4.mp4
https://www.commackschools.org/Downloads/Senior%20Letter%202023-2024.pdf?v=14


The Common Application 
or others: SUNY App, CUNY App, Coalition App, 

Individual schools’ applications)



The Common Application



Colleges & 
Universities 
College credits previously 
earned
❖ “Dual-Enrollment”

Common App Cheatsheet

https://www.commackschools.org/Downloads/Common%20App%20Cheat%20Sheet%202023-246.pdf?v=112


The Common Application

Senior-year courses

❖ Earning college credit 

this year:

Dual-Enrollment



The Common Application 



The Common 
App - Writing

 

 Personal Essay/ 
Personal Statement

 
A “first impression!” Be 
personal, captivating, 
and genuine! Let your 
colleges get to know 
YOU beyond your 
transcript and test 

scores. They want to 
hear your voice!



Writing - Additional Information, COVID



Writing Supplements, per school



The Official 
Transcript

❖ Every course completed for 
high school credit

❖ Final course grades
❖ Weighting for advanced 

courses
❖ Weighted and unweighted 

grade point average 
❖ GPA includes completed 

courses, only (except P.E.) 
❖ CSIP 
❖ Cohort groupings
❖ Class Size
❖ Personal information
❖ Currently enrolled courses
❖ Regents and Checkpoint 

Exam scores
❖ Exemptions & Special 

Appeals



Components of a complete application

❖ Complete application, individually submitted to each school

❖ Official Transcript

❖ Standardized Test Scores: SAT, ACT, or Test Optional 
❖ Many schools are now test optional. View complete list at Fairtest.org
❖ Standardized Test Official Score Reports are sent directly to the Admissions 

Offices by each testing agency
❖ Students must log on to SAT and/or ACT and request their scores be sent. 

*Commack High School does not provide SAT/ACT scores.

❖ Letters of Recommendation from teachers (2 recommended) and 
School Counselor

 

Let’s bring this all together…



A complete application – 
Who does what?

Student:
• Application (online)
• Request letters of recommendation 

from teachers & invite in Naviance
• Personal Statement/Essay (in 

application)
• Send official SAT/ACT scores
• Application Fee
• Maintain strong academics senior 

year! Colleges often request Senior 
Year Grades/Midyear Report

• Submit Google Application 
Processing Request Form to 
Counseling Center

• If required, submit portfolio, 
complete audition, interview, etc.

Counselor provides:
• Official Transcript
• All Letters of Recommendation 

(Counselor and Teachers’)
• School Reports

• IB Diploma or IB Career 
Programme Transcript 
Addendum, if applicable

• **Counselor is not able to send 
SAT/ACT scores 



CHS College Application Processing 
Request



DEADLINES!



Track Teachers’ Letters of 
Recommendation

**You do not need to wait for teachers’ recommendation letters to be posted 

to submit your application or the Google College App Processing Request.



Track Submitted Application Materials
“Colleges” tab, “Colleges I’m Applying To” 

Application Milestones (right corner)
Individually by school, view materials submitted by your counselor



Application Deadlines
Early Decision: Binding agreement with college stating student must attend, if accepted. 

Deadlines are earlier, typically November 1 or 15, but this varies by school. 

Early Action: Non-binding, students applies early, meeting an early deadline, but has until May 1 

to commit/decide. Deadlines are typically November 1 or 15, but this varies by school.  

Regular Decision: Decisions are made after deadline date has lapsed. Most decisions letters are 

mailed in early April.

Rolling Admissions: First come, first served.  Applications are processed as they ‘roll’ in and 

decision is quickly ‘rolled’ back to student.

Single Choice Early Action: A few of the most competitive colleges offer this non-binding 

admission policy.  Students may apply to a single choice college,  however, they are not permitted 

to apply to other schools using the EA/ED option during this period. Details vary by school.

*Be thorough and carefully read and understand each 
admissions type/deadline before clicking “submit!” 



Stony Brook Early Admissions Program

Stony Brook Early Admissions Program

https://www.commackschools.org/Downloads/Stony%20Brook%20Flyer.pdf


Reviewing your list …
Reach, Reasonable, and Safety Schools  
• A “reach” or “dream” school is a college where your academic credentials 

(GPA, SAT/ACT) fall in the lower end, or even below, the school's average 
range. Dream schools might be long shots … but anything is possible, right!?

• A “reasonable” or “target” school is one where your academic credentials 
(GPA, SAT/ACT) fall within the school's average range.

• Safety schools are not guaranteed safe (nothing is guaranteed in the college 
admissions process!) but this is a school that your academic credentials are 
very strong and likely above the average criteria.

** Reminder! Social Media presence and appearance has the potential 
to play a significant role in the application process!



How to 
“visit” colleges … 
from anywhere!

Each college has live 
and interactive 
admission sessions!
❖ Virtual campus tours
❖ Virtual Information 

Sessions 
❖ Virtual Student Panels
❖ Live Question & 

Answer sessions with 
current college 
students 

* Registration required 
directly through the 
colleges’ website.



Important Dates & Information
at Commack High School

Senior Class Meetings During school, September 21st & 22nd

College Visits / Information Sessions In-person during the school day and 
and 7pm virtual sessions with Admissions Counselors. View attending schools, 
visitation dates, and register on Naviance

Mini College Fair October 14, Periods 2 & 3 - Register in Naviance

Financial Aid & Scholarship Night at CHS November 14th

College Application Help Desk Schedule 
Stationed in the Senior Cafeteria September through December

Virtual NCAA Night November 29th 

https://www.commackschools.org/Downloads/Help%20Desk%2020232.pdf?v=22


NCAA
Students interested in collegiate-level, Division I, II, or III 

athletic competition, must register at NCAA Eligibility 
Center, if they have not already done so.

Virtual NCAA Night - November 29th, 7pm

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/,
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/,


Stay 
organized!

College Process Checklist

https://www.commackschools.org/Downloads/College%20Process%20CHECKLIST%2021-22.pdf


Wishing you an incredible 
SENIOR YEAR and a huge 
CONGRATULATIONS on 

applying to college!


