Name_____________________
“A&P” by John Updike Response

1. Read the story through once.  Write down your initial reaction/response.  What were you thinking when you reached the end?  What did you like /dislike about the story?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read the story a second time more carefully.  Read with a pen and underline/highlight passages that seem interesting, significant, suggestive, etc.  Look for emerging themes, motifs, etc. 

3. Identify the motif/s in the following set of quotes from the story.  Discuss the possible thematic significance of the motif (recurring image, idea, suggestive element).

“With the straps pushed off, there was nothing between the top of the suit and the top of her head except just her, this clean bare plane of the top of her chest down from the shoulder bones like a dented sheet of metal in the light.  I mean, it was more than pretty.”

“You know, it’s one thing to have a girl in a bathing suit down on the beach, where what with the glare nobody can look at each other much anyway, and another thing in the cool of the A&P, under the fluorescent lights, against all those stacked packages, with her feet paddling along naked over our checkerboard green-and-cream rubber-tile floor.”
“I just saunter into the electric eye in my white shirt that my other ironed the night before, and the door heaves itself open, and outside the sunshine is skating around on the asphalt.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Identify the motif/s in the following set of quotes from the story.  Discuss the possible thematic significance of the motif.

“The sheep pushing their carts down the aisle—the girls were walking against the usual traffic (not that we have one-way signs or anything) were pretty hilarious…I bet you could set off dynamite in an A&P and the people would by and large keep reaching and checking oatmeal off their lists…But there was no doubt, this jiggled them.”

“All this while, the customers that had been showing up with their carts but, you know, sheep, seeing a scene, they had all bunched up on Stokesie, who shook open a paper bag as gently as peeling a peach, not wanting to miss a word.”

“A couple customers that had been heading for my slot begin to knock against each other, like scared pigs in a chute.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Discuss the significance of the following quotes from the story.  Consider context, characterization, thematic implications.  How does your analysis of this quote effect your emerging interpretation of the story?

“Walking into the A&P with your straps down, I suppose it’s the only kind of face you can have.”

“And then the three of them went up the cat-and-dog-food-breakfast-cereal-macaroni-rice-raisins-seasonings-spreads-spaghetti-soft-drinks-crackers-and-cookies aisle.”

“All of a sudden I slid right down her voice into her living room…”
“…and I was nineteen this April.”

“…so I say ‘I quit’ to Lengel quick enough for them to hear, hoping they’ll stop and watch me, their unsuspected hero.  They keep right on going, into the electric eye.”

“I just saunter into the electric eye in my white shirt that my mother ironed the night before…”

“…and my stomach kind of fell as I felt how hard the world was going to be to me hereafter.”

6.  Write a one to two paragraph final reaction the story.  Has your opinion of the story changed at all since your initial response?  If so, why?  What do you think this story is about?  How do you account for the story’s ambiguous ending?  Offer an interpretation.
