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securing better surrender terms.

But U.S. officials chose not to test
whether this intelligence was correct.
Instead, Hiroshima was bombed on
August 6, and Nagasaki on August 9.
Because of logistics, an invasion of Japan
could not begin for another three

" months, so the U.S. could have waited to
see if Japan would surrender before
dropping the atomic bombs.

When the atomic bomb became available
in July 1945, it appeared to be the most
promising way to end the war as soon as
possible and without the drawbacks of
the alternatives.

The atomic bombing of Hiroshima and
then Nagasaki persuaded Emperor
Hirohito, who had wavered for weeks,
that the war must end immediately.
Combined with the Soviet entry into the
conflict, the atom bombs brought about
Japan's surrender within a few days.

Most top World War II military leaders
are all on record agreeing with
Eisenhower. Admiral William Leahy,
President Truman's Chief of Staff, later
called the bomb a "barbarous weapon"
that was unnecessary. Leahy wrote, "The
Japanese were already defeated and ready
to surrender. . . . In being the first to use
it, we . . . adopted an ethical standard
common to the barbarians of the Dark
Ages."

The bomb was necessary to accomplish
Truman's primary objectives of forcing a
prompt Japanese surrender and saving
American lives, perhaps thousands of
them.
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Was it necessary to drop the atom bomb on Japan?
YES NO

List some arguments in favor of List some arguments against dropping

dropping atomic bomb... atomic bomb...

WHAT DO YOU THINK!

Explain, using specific evidence from the article, your opinion about whether the

atomic bomb was necessary...




