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Commack High School

Mr. Rosenthal

 Guidelines for Success in 
HS Algebra
Welcome to my class!  I hope that this year will be filled with fun, excitement, and learning.  The following guidelines and information will help you to understand what is expected in my class.  I know that you know the value of a class where things are in order, where engaging activities are routine, and where you can learn a lot.
Notes, assignments and test dates can be found on our google classroom.  

Supplies:  You will need a 3-ring binder, an ample supply of paper, pencils, erasers, graph paper, student planner (given by school), and a calculator (TI 84 plus).
Guidelines:
· Be on time
-When you enter the room copy down your homework assignment and next quiz/test 
date in your agenda.

-Have your homework out so I can check it. 
-Start working on the “Do Now” problem(s) posted on the board.

· Be polite 
-One person speaks at a time.  Feel free to ask questions.  If you do not understand 
something, raise your hand and ask me to clarify it.  Respect the teacher and your 
fellow classmates and they will give you their respect in return!

· Be prepared 
-Make sure you have all the materials that are required each day.

· Follow directions -Directions will change from activity to activity, so listen carefully!

Homework (10%):  
Homework will be given daily.  Homework is a necessary and important part of learning.  It is an extension of the lesson and is intended to reinforce the concepts taught that day.  In addition, homework assignments allow me to evaluate how well you understand the material covered in class. 
Answers only will not be accepted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, show as much work as you can.  If you cannot do any of the assignment, then you must write out ALL problems that were assigned on a properly headed page leaving ample space to write in all of the work for each problem (about 4 lines).  Assignments will be checked daily.  If you did not do your homework you are expected to copy the assignment into your notes as we go over it in class (that is why late homework is not accepted). 
If you are absent, you are required to make up work missed.  If it is an extended absence (3 or more days), you will be given adequate time to finish the assignments missed.  It is your responsibility to show your homework to the teacher when you return or else you will receive no credit for it.
If you miss class due to a guidance appointment, music lesson, or for any other reason, it is your responsibility to get the notes (access our google classroom).  Remember: the homework must be handed in the next class day.
Participation (10%):  Being active in classroom assignments is important to understand procedures and concepts of lessons.  For example: working on practice exercises, being engaged in online activities, etc.
Assessments (80%):  During each unit, assessments will be given.  Advance notice will be given prior to an assessment date.
Make-Up Exams:  If you are absent the day of a quiz or test and return to school the next day, you will be required to take the exam on the day you return.  Longer absences will be dealt with individually.
Quarterly Grade:  The following factors contribute to your quarterly grade:  Quizzes will count once and tests will count twice (unless otherwise noted).  Tests and quizzes will make up 80% of your marking period average, participation is 10% and homework is 10%.
Extra Help:  Extra help will be given after school (TBD).   Please inform me if you want to attend extra help.  Do not be afraid to ask for help.
Suggestions for Success:   Maintain an organized notebook (it will prove to be a valuable resource at test times), set up regular study times for mathematics, ask questions during class (don’t wait until you are overwhelmed), use all the resources that are available to you (the on−line textbook, your notes, extra help, google classroom), and keep a positive attitude. 
ABOVE ALL:  Don’t worry!  Everything will fall into place.  Let’s all begin with a positive attitude, and we will have a great year!

NOTE TO PARENTS:  

Your help is extremely important, especially when it comes to homework. All assignments should be written in your child’s planner.  Please check that your child’s homework is completed and that all work is shown.  If your child is unable to do an assignment, please have him/her write out each problem on a properly headed page and leave ample space for each answer (about 4 lines) so that your child will not be penalized for not doing the homework. 
My e-mail address is JRosenthal1@commack.k12.ny.us.  Please e-mail me if you have any questions or concerns.  With your help, I look forward to a very successful school year!
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