Notebook Entry #1:

What is your definition of a salesman?  How is a salesman different from someone in another occupation?  What attitudes do you think a salesman should have to be successful?  Would you make a good salesperson?  Why or why not?
Other background info…

· Written and produced in 1949

· In DOS we will follow Willy Loman as he reviews a life of desperate pursuit of a dream of success.  

· setting (time) · “Today,” that is, the present, is in the late 1940s.  The “daydreams” into Willy’s past go back to the 20’s, or, the year Biff was a senior in HS.  All of the action takes place during a twenty-four-hour period between Monday night and Tuesday night.

· About the writing of the play, Miller says, “I wished to create a form, which, in itself as a form, would literally be the process of Willy Loman’s way of mind… The voice of the past is no longer distant but quite as loud as the voice of the present.”

· The play raises a counterexample to Aristotle's characterization of tragedy as the downfall of a great man, whether through (depending on the translator) a flaw in his character or a mistake he has made.
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