Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Notebook Entry 6
1. “Albert Einstein, a hero of mine, once wrote, ‘Our situation is the following.  We are standing in front of a closed box which we cannot open” (305).

Based on the context of Stephen Hawking’s letter, what do you think Einstein meant by this?  Why do you think Hawking includes this reference in his letter to Oskar?  How does this idea relate to the novel as a whole, both literally and metaphorically?

2. Hawking says (in the novel), “I wish I were a poet.”  Part A.) What do you think he means by that?  As a “poet,” how good of a job do you think Foer does handling the “closed box?”  Part B.) Write a letter to someone in which you write a brief review of the novel and explain what you think our some of the novel’s prominent themes.  Justify your response with examples.
Make sure you address all parts of both questions/prompts and develop your answers fully.  Write approximately (at least) half a page for each question (1 and 2).
