“To be or not to be”: Existentialism and Oskar

Consider our discussion of Hamlet, his “To be or not to be speech,” and the character of Yorick whose skull is dug up in the graveyard.

Some questions for discussion:

Is Hamlet an appropriate play for Oskar’s class to be performing? Why or why not?

How does the inclusion of scenes from Hamlet parallel/emphasize some of the themes of the novel?

In what ways have ‘existentialist ideas’ manifested through the character Oskar?  What other examples can you find in the novel?  How do we account for such ideas coming from such a young boy?
