Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Notebook Entry #1
1.  Copy the following metaphorical expressions of Oskar’s (and his grandmother’s) into your notebook and explain what you think they mean.

Having heavy boots:

Zipping up the sleeping bag of myself:

That ________ is one hundred dollars:

2. Entomology, making his mother happy, finding the lock, not hurting his grandmother’s feelings…are some of Oskar’s “raisons d’etre.”  What do you understand this to mean?  How does this relate to the conversation Oskar has with his dad on pages 12-13? Make a list of some of your “raisons d’etre,” OR choose one and explain in detail.
3. Oskar has written letters to Stephen Hawking, Kofi Annan, Siegfried, Roy, Jaques Chirac, E.O. Wilson, Weird Al Yankovic, Bill Gates, Vladimir Putin, and several other people for various reasons. What does this imply about Oskar’s character? If you could correspond with someone famous, infamous, esteemed in a particular field, etc. from the past or present, who would it be and why?  Be specific.  What would you hope to gain from the correspondence?

4.  Oskar “invents” many things.  What need do his inventions seem to fill?  Invent something “Oskar-style.” How/why would this make your life better?

5.  Oskar says of his grandmother, “I don’t think there’s anyone that I spent more time with… But there were a lot of people that I knew better.  For example, I didn’t know what it was like when she was a kid, or how she met Grandpa, or what their marriage was like, or why he left.  If I had to write her life story, all I could say is that her husband could talk to animals, and that I should never love anything as much as she loved me…”

Think of someone with whom you are or have been very “close.”  Consider the things that you do not know about this person.  If you were to write his/her life story, what questions would you ask? (You may name the person or keep him/her anonymous, and remember—what Oskar does not know about his grandmother’s past certainly does not diminish their love or their relationship in any way.)
