 Analytical Paragraph Assignment

Find a significant quote from either “A&P” but John Updike or “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” by Joyce Carol Oates that suggests a theme, develops a character, provides insight into a conflict, etc.  Write an analytical paragraph in which you analyze the significance of the quote and prove that it supports your interpretive idea.  Be sure to:
· Have an interpretive topic sentence.

· Use MLA format to incorporate the quote into the body of your writing: “your parenthetical citation should look like this” (Cardi 1).
· Do not let the quote “stand alone.”

· Develop your analysis to prove that the quote supports your interpretive idea

· Make sure your paragraph is a minimum of 125 words. (Adjust accordingly if your quote is more than 25 words.  This is an absolute minimum to be even eligible for full credit.)
· Proofread (i.e. make sure the title of the story is in quotation marks, first words are capitalized, subjects and verbs are in agreement, etc..)
· Use an appropriately formal register and tone

· Pay attention to sentence structure (avoid run-ons, comma splices, and too many short choppy sentences; use a variety of structures and lengths; use parallel structure and avoid misplaced modifiers)

· Avoid “too much extraneous wordiness;-)” Be clear, concise, and specific.

· Make sure your paragraph is effectively organized and has a strong concluding sentence.

· Type, double space, and use size 12 font 

Example from Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close:  
     One thing Oskar learns on his journey to visit all of the people named “Black” in the city is that people are very complex and often difficult to understand.  When Abby Black shies away from his photo and he says, “I thought of a different picture I could take, which would be more truthful anyway,” (Foer 99) the reader must assume that he is referring to the photo of the back of her head (98).  Abby’s evasiveness with Oskar, and the strange dynamics between her and the man in her apartment lead Oskar to believe that she is not being entirely truthful with him.  This seems contradictory to her having invited him into her home and having been kind to him.  Oskar’s picture of the back of her head reveals his developing understanding that he can’t take everyone at “face value,” and that he is not the only one with secrets and complexities.
