Early River Valley Civilizations Help Sheet

General Statement regarding all of the following river valley civilizations:  all four of the civilizations were polytheistic and used traditional economic systems (farming based)

Mesopotamia/Tigris-Euphrates River Valley

Located in the Middle East (present day Iraq)

Fertile Crescent

There are 2 Sub-civilizations in Mesopotamia

     Babylon: King Hammurabi – Hammurabi’s Code – 1st written law code.  Made laws readily

                                                    available for people of Babylon to see and know.  This law code                                                
                                                    shows the divisions in social classes that exist in Babylon.  You 


are not punished/treated the same way if you are wealthy or

                                                    as if you were poor.

   Sumer: famous for the Ziggurat – flat top temple, used for religious purposes.  

                  Used Cuneiform – writing system that used a wedge shape tool and clay


Oldest known story created by Sumerians- Epic of Gilgamesh
Nile River Valley

Located in Egypt (on the African continent)

Known for the Pharaoh – head of the government, pyramids – used for religious purposes, papyrus – paper like material made from plants, used for writing hieroglyphics – writing system using pictures/images.

Yellow River Valley/Huang He (known as the river of sorrows because of the annual flooding)

Located in China (continent of Asia)

Known for dynasties – ruling family, concept of mandate of heaven- God chooses the Emperor or head of government, Oracle Bone – animal bone used to determine the answers to questions.  

Indus River Valley 

Located on the sub continent of India

Known for the use of a grid-like pattern in designing their cities called Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, (similar to our Manhattan- shows that they are advanced), Sanskrit – language they invented.
