Hamlet Act III Scene I
King Claudius and Polonius hide and plan to spy on Hamlet’s interaction with Ophelia.

Hamlet comes in delivering his famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy, during which he wonders whether life is worth the pain that it entails—and speculates that most people choose to suffer through life simply because they are afraid of the unknown, afterlife.

He sees Ophelia and stops his speech.  She attempts to return all love letters and gifts, and Hamlet claims he never gave her anything.  He then contradicts himself by claiming that he loved her once and that he never loved her at all.  He says, “Get thee to a nunnery” because otherwise she will only “breed sinners.”  He continues to go on a tirade against her, the deceptiveness of women, and the poor state of human nature as a whole.
After he has gone, the King and Polonius come out from their hiding place and the king observes that Hamlet clearly doesn’t care about Ophelia. He says that, in fact, Hamlet does not seem crazy at all-just very angry and disturbed.  Alarmed, the king decides to send Hamlet abroad to England for a “change of scenery.”

Polonius still insists that Hamlet is mad with love for Ophelia, and plans now to hide in the Queen’s bed chamber and spy on her conversation with Hamlet there.

Scene II

Hamlet instructs the players/actors to not over-act and to not under-act.  
He asks Horatio to watch the king’s face during the play for signs of guilt.  Hamlet tells Horatio he will continue to act “insane,” and indeed he does—as he says strange things to his father and Polonius, and makes several inappropriate erotic puns to Ophelia.

A short “dumb”, or pantomime, version of the play is performed.

The play is then performed, and the king stands up and yells “Lights! Lights!” and runs out, just after the “murderer” pours poison in the (player) king’s ear.

Horatio and Hamlet concur that this is an indication of guilt.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern again ask Hamlet what has been bothering him, and he accuses them of “playing” him.

Polonius tells Hamlet that the Queen would like to see him in her chamber.

Scene III
The king asks Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to escort Hamlet to England and they agree.

Alone, the king expresses his guilt, acknowledges the sin of having killed his brother.  He wants to ask for forgiveness, but admits he’s not willing to give up what he has gained from the death.  He kneels and prays.

Hamlet enters and prepares to kill the king, but stops because Claudius is praying.  Hamlet reasons that if he kills Claudius while praying for forgiveness, Claudius will go to Heaven—which he doesn’t deserve.  Hamlet decides to kill him later, when he finds Claudius in the midst of sin.

SceneIV

(The queen’s chamber)

Polonius tells the queen he will hide and eavesdrop.  He tells the queen she should be hard on Hamlet about his behavior.

Hamlet enters and berates his mother for her behavior.  He seems so angry and frightening that she cries out for help.  This leads Polonius to cry out and Hamlet thrusts his sword at the curtain, killing Polonius.  

Hamlet realizes his mistake and his mother scolds him for acting so rashly.  He tells her it’s not as bad as murdering a king, and she appears shocked.

The ghost appears, but the queen can’t see it.  Hamlet speaks to the ghost and this reinforces the queen’s belief that Hamlet is mad.  He tells her he has only been pretending, that she should swear off Claudius, and that she should keep Hamlet’s secret.
She agrees.

He reminds her that he must go to England with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, but he is suspicious of them.

They exit, as Hamlet drags Polonius’s body away remorsefully.
