Hamlet Act IV
Scene I

Gertrudis tells King Claudius that Hamlet is crazier than ever, and that he has killed Polonius.  The king reiterates that they must send Hamlet away to England as quickly as possible and that they must think of some way to explain Polonius’s death to the public.

Scene II

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern ask Hamlet what he has done with Polonius’s body.  He accuses them of spying for Claudius, and finally agrees to go with them to see Claudius.

Scene III

Hamlet tells the king that Polonius’s body is being eaten by worms.  He says that Polonius’s soul is probably in heaven, but if not—the king will probably meet Polonius in hell.

Hamlet agrees to hurry off to England, and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are sent to ensure that he gets on the next boat.

Alone on stage, Claudius hopes that the king of England will follow through with Claudius’s request to execute Hamlet.

Scene IV

Fortinbras and his army are passing through Denmark on their way to attack the Poles.  Hamlet speaks to the captain of the army and asks what the fight is about.  The captain responds that it is over a small, insignificant piece of land.  Hamlet marvels that human beings can be so violent and kill one another over something so “small.”  He then chastises himself for leaving the “big,” important task of avenging his father’s murder undone.  He promises himself that he will keep “bloody,” vengeful thoughts in his mind.
Scene V

Ophelia has gone mad with grief over her father’s death.  She is singing and incoherent.  

Laertes, back from France, storms in with an angry mob.  He is incensed over his father’s death and wants revenge. When he sees the state of his sister, he becomes even more enraged.  The king convinces Laertes to listen to his side of the story, and promises Laertes that he shall have his revenge.
Scene VI
Horatio gets a letter from Hamlet.  It says that the ship Hamlet was on was captured by pirates and it turned around and dropped him off back in Denmark.

Scene VII

Claudius explains to Laertes why he sent Hamlet away rather than punishing him.  Claudius says that he didn’t want to upset the public and the queen.  A messenger comes in and informs the king that Hamlet will be returning tomorrow.  Laertes is glad.
Claudius tells Laertes how to get revenge on Hamlet without making it look like murder.  The king will arrange a fencing match between Laertes and Hamlet, but he will give Laertes a sharpened blade.  He will also dip the tip of the blade in poison.  If Hamlet should win the match and is still alive, the king will hand him a congratulatory drink that contains poison.

The queen comes in and informs them that Ophelia has drowned.

