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Webquest: Investigating the Iroquois 

Natural environments play a major role in how people live.  How did where the Iroquois live affect how they lived?  In this webquest, 

you will investigate the role that the physical environment and natural resources played in the development of their society.  Complete 

this webquest by following the links and directions below.  Have fun and good luck! 

Introduction: The Iroquois 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/native_american_iroquois.php 

Who were the Iroquois?  List the five original tribes:  

1.  _____________________________________________________________ 

2.  _____________________________________________________________ 

3.  _____________________________________________________________ 

4.  _____________________________________________________________ 

5.  _____________________________________________________________ 

6. (…and later the 6
th
 tribe to join: _________________________________________) 

7. The French named them the Iroquois, but they called themselves the _______________________, which means People of the 

_________________________. The British called them the ______________   ________________________. 

Family Life 

https://nativeamericans.mrdonn.org/northeast/iroquois/familylife.html 

Describe the longhouse:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was married life like for the Iroquois?  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/native_american_iroquois.php
https://nativeamericans.mrdonn.org/northeast/iroquois/familylife.html


http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm 

Role of children: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Role of men:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Role of women:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Village Life  

http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081 

Scroll down to “Villages” 

Location:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Population:  _________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Stockade:  __________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Environment 

http://www.gstboces.org/toolbox/home/2724/unit%201/Iroquois%20use%20of%20environment%20chart.pdf 

Give one example of how each of the following resources was used by the Iroquois: 

Trees: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Water: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Soil: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081
http://www.gstboces.org/toolbox/home/2724/unit%201/Iroquois%20use%20of%20environment%20chart.pdf


Organization 

http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm 

How was the Iroquois Confederacy organized? 

The Iroquois Confederacy, also known as the Iroquois League, was governed by the Iroquois Great Council. Each Iroquois nation sent 

between ________ and __________ leaders to the Great Council, where they agreed on political decisions through discussion and voting. 

Although these politicians were called "chiefs," they were actually elected officials, chosen by the _________   ___________ (or matriarchs) 

of each tribe. Each individual nation also had its own tribal council to make local decisions.  

How is this similar to American states today?  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the Iroquois Great Council still meet today?  Explain.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Three Sisters 

https://www.lifeinthefingerlakes.com/the-iroquois-and-the-three-sisters/ 

The Iroquois ate a variety of foods. They grew crops such as corn, beans, and squash. These three 

main crops were called the "Three Sisters" and were usually grown together. Women generally 

farmed the fields and cooked the meals. They had a number of ways to prepare corn and the other 

vegetables they grew.  The legend of the Three Sisters is described on the website above.  Use the 

website to complete the missing parts of the legend. The first sister is Corn. Corn is the elder sister. 

She stands up tall and straight. She wears a hat at the top, and her face is the ear. She is serious, 

important and ___________________. She is the engine of the trio. As a food source, she produces the largest amount of calories and 

____________________, as well some protein. She is a very productive and competitive crop, providing weed and insect resistance, and 

support to the other plants. The second sister is ___________________. Bean is shy and twines herself around the legs of her elder sister, 

occasionally peaking out from behind. Bean provides large amounts of _______________________ to the Iroquois diet, as well as essential 

amino acids Corn does not contain. She also provides nitrogen to the other sisters, by converting nitrogen from the air into a form in the 

soil that the plants need to _______________. The third sister is _______________. She is the little one. She stays close to the ground, is 

kind of impish and wild, spreads herself all over the place and is always getting into trouble. In addition to being a significant source of 

calories, Squash also provides valuable __________________, minerals, oils and protein to the diet. Her low, wide leaves suppress weeds 

from growing around their space, capture sunlight and preserve moisture in the soil. 

http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
https://www.lifeinthefingerlakes.com/the-iroquois-and-the-three-sisters/


The Iroquois Confederacy Flag 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Iroquois 

Scroll down to the Haudenosaunee flag, representing the original five nations that were united by the Peacemaker. The tree symbol in 

the center represents an Eastern White Pine, the needles of which are clustered in groups of five. The flag is based on the 

"Hiawatha Wampum Belt … created from purple and white wampum beads centuries ago to symbolize the union forged when the 

former enemies buried their weapons under the Great Tree of Peace."  Sketch the flag in the space below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion:  

1. Write one way that Iroquois life is similar to your life.  _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Explain one way your life is different from the Iroquois. ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Explain how the natural environment of the Iroquois affected the way they lived. __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Iroquois
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Flag
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Hiawatha

