
[image: image48.png]Were taking back your Firet
place ribbon. —We found traces
of your parente’ DNA all over
gour Seience fair project.






[image: image2]

[image: image3]

[image: image4]

[image: image5]

[image: image6]

[image: image7]

[image: image8]

[image: image9]

[image: image10]

[image: image11]

[image: image12]

[image: image13]

[image: image14]

[image: image15]

[image: image16]

[image: image17]

[image: image18]

[image: image19]

[image: image20]

[image: image21]

[image: image22]

[image: image23]
How to Impress the Science Fair Judge











Who are the Judges?





Judges are regular people with regular jobs


They are usually professionals in their fields


Sometimes 	they are professors at academic centers or they may work for big companies


They have a special interest in science, education and research


They are volunteers


They are not meant to be scary or intimidating





Review the Criteria for Judging





Get the judging sheet


See where emphasis is placed








Judging Sheet





Mental Prep





Know your stuff


Be confident


Get Sleep the Night Before


Eat a good breakfast


Dress Neatly and Conservatively


Don’t eat, chew gum, clutch a soft drink, slouch


Play your “A” Game





First Impressions Count





First Impressions Really Count!





It’s easy to make a good first impression





First Impressions





Dress the part- no spikes, low pants, wild hairstyles, nose rings


Act the part-don’t act bored, sullen, disinterested


Use manners-politeness and respect go a long way with the judges











Prepare a Killer Notebook and Display!





It’s the first thing the judge looks at


It attracts attention from far away


First Impressions Count


The Judge should be able to quickly read some of the key information  on the backboard


Have your Log Book available-make sure that it is complete, fairly neat


Have Copies of Abstract and Scoring Sheet available for the judge





Example Log Books





Displays





Displays





Displays





Neat and Organized, Not Flashy and Showy


Good Opening Hypothesis


Thorough research and bibliographical notation


Concise writing, a clear conclusion, neatness


Typed computer printouts and relevant photos


Organized Logbook-no doodles or cartoons


Display relevant equipment if allowed





Example Displays





Why the Display has to shine





Judging 





Remember Judges are regular people


Talk to them like you are telling a story


Be Confident


Use your manners


Be truthful


If you don’t know the answers, don’t make something up


Be enthusiastic


Make sure to tell the judge why you decided to do your project- real life connection








In order to Win you have to ACE the interview





At LISEF the students have 6 mins to present


Judges were advised to  limit each project to a 15 min evaluation


They were advised to give each project a numerical score between 0 and 100 based on certain criteria-see scoring sheet


They were advised to strongly consider not only the quality of the work,  but also how much guidance was provided to the student


They were asked to challenge and test the students to see if the project was truly theirs 





Practice, Practice, Practice





Practice in front of family, friends, teachers, pets


You should know your speech so well that if you are interrupted that you could pick it up where you left off or say it in a different order


Be positive, make sure to use eye contact, no mumbling, Be confident, No Fear, No Wimpiness


Use your board to point out the details that you are trying to emphasize





So after your speech, what happens?





Yikes, it’s question time


They can ask you anything about the project-be ready


If you don’t know the answer don’t make something up-Judges know when you are confabulating


You could turn it around and make it positive, “I never thought of that before.  I don’t know the answer to your question but it is very interesting”  Write it in your notebook to show that you are serious about remembering it.


If you don’t understand the question, ask them to rephrase the question


Sometimes the judge will ask a silly question or keep asking the same question- do not show impatience or disrespect, do not make them feel inferior








Prepare the Answers





How did you come up with the idea for this project?


What did you learn from your background research?


Tell me more about the disease/gene you are studying.


How long did it take you to build/do the project? When did you do it?


Where did you do your experiment?


Explain this chart/graph/results to me.


Did you have any errors in your project? How did you correct for them? 


How much time did you spend on your project?


Did you try something else that didn’t work?


If you could do this over what would you do differently?


Can you explain how your project relates to (some kind of scientific principal)?


What is the real life application for your project?


Who helped you with the project and how much of it was done independently?


What are you planning for future studies?


What is the most important thing you found out by doing this project?


How is this different from others that you researched?


Did you acquire any new skills while doing the project?








Other Misc. Tips





Don’t let silence happen. Give one of the “mini-speeches” and point something out. E.g.. Review one of the charts, pictures, graphs





Emphasize that you did this project on independently. Judges despiseit when the project was given to the student and they just followed the instructions like a cookbook.





Treat anyonewho visits your board like a judge.  You don’t know who it could be- It could be the judge’s relative or friend. They might pass on comments to the judge.





If your project was an experimental “failure” think of it as a great opportunity to discuss what could have been done differently-judges love when you can think critically and “outside the box” If you are doing a group project make sure all the members participate in the presentation and in the answering of questions.





If you have time at the end ask the judge where they work and what field they work in.  Sometimes they will give you their contact information and who knows- that could lead you into their lab etc. 





Ask them for feedback.  Use it to update your project for the next fair.





Remember it’s your project
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Sample Judge’s Worksheet
(Page 1)
Project Title:

Directions: Circle the number that best describes the project. The lowest score is zero
and the highest score i three.

PPROBLEM: To what degree is the problem new and/or different and how
wellis it written?

(0) no problem statement

(1) incomplete problem statement

(2) complete problem statement, and well written

(3) complete, well-written problem statement and a new idea for the student

HYPOTHESIS: To what degree is this a testable prediction?
(0) no hypothesis

(1) incomplete hypothesis

(2) hypothesis present, but not completely testable

(3) well-written, testable hypothesis

(0) lacks overall plan to validate or confirm the hypothesis
(1) partial plan to validate or confirm the hypothesis

(2) sufficient plan to validate or confirm the hypothesis
(3) exemplary plan to validate or confirm the hypothesis

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES: To what degree does the sequential experimental
process connect the hypothesis, data, and results?

(0) experimental procedures are not listed

(1) experimental procedures are incomplete and/or not listed step by step

(2) experimental procedures are complete and listed step-by-step

(3) experimental procedures are quantitatively andor qualitatively listed step by step

'VARIABLES AND CONTROLS: How well are the variables identified and controlled?
(0) no variables are identified or controlled

(1) variables are identified but not controlled

(2) variables identified and some variables are controlled

(3) variables are carefully identified and controlled
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MATERIALS/EQUIPMENT: How were the items utilized in appropriate
andor new ways?

(0) no materials or equipment identified or used in an unsafe manner

(1) materials not appropriately identified and/or used safely

(2) materials appropriately identified and used safely

(3) materials carefully identified and used above expectations

DATA COLLECTION: To what degree are the method, number oftrials, and quantity
of data appropriate?

(0) no quanitative data collected

(1) insufficient data collected

(2) sufficient data collected

(3) data collected above expectations

DATA PRESENTATION: How well do the graphs, tables, logs, pictures,
charts,or other visual aids present the data?

(0) no presentation of data

(1) data partially and/or not clearly presented

(2) data sufficiently and clearly presented

(3) data presentation exceeds expectations

DATA ANALYSIS: How wellare the results interpreted?
How well have the possible errors been analyzed?

(©) no interpretation of data

(1) partial interpretation of data

(2) correct and appropriate interpretation of data

(3) comprehensive and significant inerpretation of data with error analysis.

OUTCOMES: How well re the conclusions and/or products identified and interpreted?
How important are the findings?

(©) no conclusions and/or products identified

(1) incomplete conclusions and/or products identified

(2) apparent conclusions and/or products identified

(3) inherent, significant conclusions and/or products clearly identified
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APPLICATIONS: How well are new relationships, ideas, and/or additional
investigations identified and presented?

(0) no applications identified

(1) applications vaguely identified

(2) apparent applications identified

(3) significant, practical applications identified

'VISUAL DISPLAY: How well is the project constructed and organized?
‘Are spelling and sentence structure correct?

(0) poor display, construction, and/or grammar

(1) fair display, construction, and/or grammar

(2) good display, construction, and/or grammar

(3) exemplary display, construction, and/or grammar

ORAL PRESENTATION: How clear and well prepared is the presentation?
How complete is the presenter's knowledge and use of resources?

(0) poor presentation; Jack of knowledge/no use of resources

(1) fair presentation; itle knowledge/poor use of resources.

(2) good presentation; adequate knowledge/adequate use of resources

INTERVIEW: How precisely are questions answered?
How complete is the student’s understanding of the experimental work?
(0) cannot answer questions adequately and precisely
(1) partially answered questions
(2) adequate, precise answers to most questions
(3) adequate, precise answers to all questions

www.discoveryschool.com
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