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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BOND PASSES:

Paving the Way for the Future
Residents approved the $67.6 million Capital Improvement Bond in
a vote on December 3, 2019 by a 75% margin. The passage of the bond
allows for renovations and infrastructure upgrades to our aging school
buildings. When the speciﬁcations for each project are complete, they are
submitted to the State for review. When the State approves the project,
building permits are issued, bids are awarded, and then the work can begin in earnest. You can follow the progress on the Commack Website.
“We’re hoping that the State will authorize our plans without delay
after the plans are submitted,” stated Richard Schramm, Director of Facilities. “We anticipate structural repairs will occur ﬁrst for safety reasons, like
roofs, windows, and addressing the parking lots and walkways.”
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Donald James, remarked, “This bond
will enhance our eﬀorts to provide a healthy, up-to-date, and most importantly, a safe place to learn and thrive for our students. Our ﬁnancial
team’s eﬀorts and multi-year budgeting resulted in creating a bond that is
tax neutral and will not increase property taxes.

Board members, the Superintendent, and the District
Clerk go over the ballot results before announcing them
at the Board Meeting.

State Finalists for 2019 Presidential Awards for Excellence in
Mathematics Teaching
Two Commack Math Teachers
are State Finalists! We are proud
to announce that two Commack
High School mathematics teachers, Christina Pawlowski and Derek Pope, are state-level ﬁnalists
for the 2019 Presidential Awards
for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST) for
grades 7-12. Only three ﬁnalists
are chosen state-wide. The award
is one of the most prestigious honors in the nation for teachers, recognizing exemplary teaching and
leadership in science and mathematics education.
“Having these two creative,
innovative, and dedicated educators chosen as national ﬁnalists
is a validation of the excellence
of our teaching staﬀ,” stated Superintendent Dr. Donald James.
“Our goal is prepare students for the future,
and Christina and Derek engage our students with innovative lessons so students
can easily grasp diﬃcult concepts. We are
#CommackProud of these two awesome
educators!”
Derek and Christina are both NYS
Master Teachers. Derek is a National Board

Certiﬁed Math teacher, a member of the
NYSED State Professional Standards and
Practices Board for Teaching, a Senior
Fellow for the Knowles Teaching Initiative,
and a recipient of the Harvard 2019 Distinguished Teacher Award. Christina also has
her share of accomplishments as a recipient of the NYS Empire State Excellence in

Teaching Award, was
a NYS Teacher of the
Year ﬁnalist, Commack’s Teacher of the
Year, and the Teen Ink
Educator of the Year.
What motivates
these teachers? Christina said it best. “Nothing makes me happier
than seeing a student
light up at the realization that they are capable of understanding
and enjoying math. I
have already been given the greatest award
by being in a profession
where I have had the
opportunity to see the
positive ripple eﬀect my
inﬂuence has created
on each student I come in contact with
and that is why I love teaching and learning.”
In photo, from left to right: Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Donald James; Derek
Pope, Christina Pawlowski, Commack High
School Principal, Leslie Boritz; Barbara
Gerson, Director of Mathematics K-12.

Visit the Commack Website for the latest news! www.commackschools.org

Dear Commack Community Members,
On behalf of the Commack Board of Education, we hope that
everyone had a great holiday break. The Board of Education would
like to thank the community for the overwhelming support for the
School Bond. We look forward to the next steps in the process. We
will continue to keep the community aware of the updates as they
happen.
The Board continues to work with the administrative team to
fulﬁll the goals we set earlier this school year. During the December Board of Education meeting, we started our State of the District presentations, focused on curriculum and instruction in grades
K-12. Middle school and high school students spoke directly with
us about the many engaging project-based learning opportunities
in their classes. They demonstrated their work which was very engaging. The Board continues to support the numerous opportunities for all students to explore via a wide variety of programs from
K-12.
The Board will continue its advocacy eﬀorts with our elected
representatives on behalf of the Commack School District. The
Legislative Advocacy Committee meets monthly and they have
started the planning for Lobby Day in Albany in March. In addition,
we have created a Vaping Task Force and a Strategic Planning
Committee. Updates regarding these groups will be provided at the
monthly board meetings.
The Board of Education is continuously looking for feedback

from the community. Your best method of communication is to email
us at boe@commack.k12.ny.us. Individual Board members’ email
addresses are listed on the Board of Education page on the District
website: www.commackschools.org/BoardofEducation.aspx.
The community is welcome to attend our board meetings,
which are also simulcast. The videos and presentations are also
posted on the website.
Happy New Year!

Steve Hartman
BOE President

Robots in the Classroom
Commack Middle School
students were treated to a
unique experience when a
Nao robot read a Halloween story to the sixth grade
English Language Arts (ELA)
classes. The Nao robot is a
humanoid robot used in the
robotics class electives offered at the school. One of
the books in the sixth grade
curriculum, Freak the Mighty,
is about humanoid robots, so
the technology-infused lesson with “Leo” the robot tied
in perfectly on Halloween.
Programming a robot is
time consuming, and eighth
grade students Carlos K.,
Jin K., Conor S., and Mitchel
G. spent many days during
their lunch periods and after
school meeting with teacher
Shannon Dagastine to program the robot to prepare
for Halloween. During the
presentation, Leo introduced
“himself” to the classes and
2

let them know about the
things a Nao robot can do.
Leo “read” the book, Froggy’s Halloween, and, for the
ﬁnale, danced to the song
Thriller.
“The 6th grade students’
reaction was priceless,” said
Mrs. Dagastine. “The boys’
motivation, strong work ethic
and conﬁdence in presenting
was so impressive. I am beyond proud of them!”
Principal Michael Larson
commented, “Our Robotics
program continues to grow in
popularity due to the eﬀorts
of Mrs. Dagastine and Mrs.
Morris. They have designed
and developed an incredibly
enriching and challenging
learning environment for our
students. There is no doubt
that the presentation by Carlos, Jin, Conor, and Mitchel
to our grade six students will
inspire other to enroll into our
Robotics class.”

T h e C o m m a c k C o u r i e rT h e C o m m a c k C o u r i e r

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Sending you all my
best wishes for a year that’s
healthy, exciting, inspiring
and fun! Although we have a
few months of winter weather
ahead to get through, spring is
not too far oﬀ.
We are grateful that the
community
overwhelmingly
approved the passage of the
capital improvement bond, so
that large-scale repairs and
refurbishments of our facilities
can begin. The ﬁrst items on
the list are security upgrades
and bathroom renovations and
upgrades, pending SED approval. The timeline for installing roofs, athletic ﬁelds, instructional spaces, ﬁber optics, and
air conditioning in large spaces
(cafeterias, gyms, etc.) is dependent upon state approval
and whether school is in session. Much of the work needs to
be accomplished when teachers and students are not in the
buildings. We are hopeful that
all bond work will be completed
within three years.
I’m elated to report that
we are beginning Phase 3 of
our Energy Performance and
Eﬃciency Program. Once additional solar installations are
completed, all of our school
buildings will be entirely oﬀ
the electric grid, saving us
thousands of dollars in energy
costs.
I hope to see you at one of

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETINGS

Meetings are Simulcast on the
Commack Website

Thursday, January 9, 2020 - 8:00 p.m.*
Thursday, February 13, 2020 - 8:00 p.m.*
Hubbs Administrative Center
our “State of the District” presentations in January and February or at the Budget Workshops in March. Our multi-year
planning process is keeping
us stable ﬁnancially, despite a
decrease in funding from the
state. We value the input of the
community, especially as we
plan the budget for the coming
year.
This is the year to get involved in our schools! From
PTA membership to attending
an athletic event or concert, to
volunteering, fundraising, or
supporting a charity, we welcome you! A new year is like a
blank book, and it’s our chance
to write a beautiful story.
Sincerely,

Dr. Donald James

Superintendent
Commack Schools
djames@commack.k12.ny.us

*The Board will convene at 6:30 p.m. and is expected to
adjourn into Executive Session. Public meetings will commence
at times stated above.

PTA Founder‛s Day Celebration
February 6, 2020
100th Day of School

Friday, February 14, 2020 (Tentative)

Winter Recess
February 17-21, 2020
Click the Community Events link on the
Commack Website for more events
www.commackschools.org
Follow us on Twitter: @Commack Schools
and on Instagram: @CommackSD

Is your contact information up to date?
Vital school to home information is sent via email, text, and phone.
More than ever, we are using email, texts, and our app
to inform you about school matters.
Parents: The best way to update your email information is on the Parent Portal. Instructions are on the Commack Website.
Just click the Parent Portal button on the top of the page.
Community Members/Parents: For Community News, you can update your email address, text number, and preferences
by clicking the Community Connect Email Notiﬁcation link (under Community Events) on the top of the home page.
For daily updates, please visit the Commack Website, or follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
The Commack Courier
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The children in Mrs. Dawley and
Mrs. Panzarino’s second grade class
immersed themselves in realistic ﬁction with a Book Tasting. Students
were invited to sample books by using a three-course dinner menu that
described the texts they chose.
The students then visualized

and sketched their appetizer, made
a prediction at dinner, and rated and
discussed their favorite part of the
book as dessert.
The “dinner” wrapped up by using their responses to create an anchor chart with common themes in
realistic ﬁction. Absolutely delicious!

Burr Collects Socks for the Homeless
“Socktober” was the buzz word at Burr Intermediate School during the month of October. The Burr
community collected over 1,000 pairs of socks for
children and adults. These new socks were donated
to local homeless shelters.
Burr students and staﬀ ended the sock drive at
the annual Mini-Marathon by wearing a pair of their
favorite crazy socks the morning of the run/walk. The
sock collection is an annual event that takes place
every October in conjunction with Burr’s MiniMarathon when students utilize the Shana Kay Memorial
track to reinforce the importance of living a healthy
lifestyle as they walk/run a mile around the track.

Rolling Hills Helpers Club
Rolling Hills Primary School
is excited to announce the addition of a new second grade club!
The Hill’s Helper Club began in
December, and is open to all second graders.
Students shared their ideas
about “what makes a good leader” and how they can help Rolling
Hills. They selected which committees they would like to join,
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such as Events, Safety, Charitable Collections, Library, Oﬃce
and Classroom.
At a recent Gathering, second grader Jacob helped to
honor the Star students as part
of his Event Committee responsibilities.
The Hill’s Helpers are excited
to get involved in opportunities to
help the school and others.
The Commack Courier

Lessons from the Holocaust:

Students Demand and Defend Human Rights

Students from Com
Commack High School’s Holocaust Studies class attended
a workshop at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York City, entitled Defending
Human Rights and Justice
for all – The Legacy of Anne
Frank.
Anne Frank ﬂed from
Germany with her family
and went into hiding in the
Netherlands. Her story was
retold through a short ﬁlm
documentary and through
the reading of Anne’s own
words, in excerpts from
her diary. This interactive
program designed for high
school students is presented
annually on the anniversary
of Kristallnacht, a pogrom

against Jews that occurred
in 1938. Also known as “The
Night of Broken Glass,”
Jewish homes, schools, and
businesses were destroyed
and Jewish synagogues
torched.
The theme of this year’s
workshop was Holocaust
Remembrance:
Demand
and Defend Your Human
Rights. The students were
encouraged to remember
the lessons of the Holocaust, to act when they encounter intolerance and discrimination, and to defend
the principles of democracy
and human rights.
The Ambassador to the
United Nations from the
Kingdom of the Netherlands,

H.E., Mr. Karel J.G. van Oosterom, spoke of both the terrible loss of human life represented in the Holocaust and of the responsibility we all share
in making our world a better and more humane place through our actions.
The students left inspired and with an even greater commitment to improving the lives of others.

M.A.C.H.O. Power - Compassion is the Cure

The students at Mandracchia Sawmill
Intermediate School participated in the
M.A.C.H.O (My Actions Can Help Others)
challenge. Over the course of ten days,
the students and staﬀ racked up over 600
M.A.C.H.O moments.
The moments shared stories of compassion, empathy, and put a smile on the
faces of all! Students’ acts of kindness
exceeded expectations. “At the book fair,

I had no money to buy anything, so Jake
bought me a blacklight pen with the money
he could have used to buy himself something,” classmate William told his teacher.
The M.A.C.H.O message is to inspire
people to think with their hearts and that no
act of kindness is ever wasted.
In photo above, Mrs. Ierano and Mrs.
Kalonasos’ fourth grade classes, Mrs. Petraglia and Mrs. Considine’s third grade
The Commack Courier

class, along with teachers, staﬀ members,
and Sawmill Principal Tancredi-Zott.
Other examples of M.A.C.H.O. moments, from PE Teacher Mr. Gorton: “Jonathan always makes sure all his teammates
get a chance when we play a team game in
the gym.” Mrs. Goldman related: “After all
of the raﬄe tickets fell on the ﬂoor, Jared
stopped having Fabulous Friday to clean
them up!” www.themachofoundation.org/
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Thankful Giving
Lending a Hand to Those in Need
The students in Mrs. Steketee’s kindergarten class and Ms.
Vinciguerra’s ﬁrst grade class at Indian Hollow celebrated by
giving back to the community. This year a lot of families are
having a hard time making ends meet and need some help.
After sharing a heartfelt read aloud and a discussion about
the importance of helping others, the children decorated lunch
bags and ﬁlled each bag with a water bottle, yummy treats, and
of course good wishes. The bags were donated to L.I. CaresThe Harry Chapin Food Bank in Hauppauge and distributed to
families in need.

Support Our Troops
Feeding 114 Marines on Long Island
Thanks to the generosity of our school community, the District provided all the trimmings for a Thanksgiving dinner for 114 Marines and
their families stationed on Long Island.
Each of our eight schools and the administration building collects
food for the annual “Support Our Troops” food drive to show our support for those who serve and protect our country.
In photo are Burr ﬁfth graders, along with former Marines who
picked up and delivered the baskets and gifts, Burr Assistant Principal
Donna Forbes, District Clerk Debbie Virga, and teacher Nicole Ryback.
Thank you to all who contributed!

Pajama Project
New PJs and Books for Kids
Sawmill teamed up with the Pajama Project to bring new,
unused pajamas and books to children in need. Millions of children living in poverty in America do not experience the luxury of
a new pair of PJs and a good bedtime book.
Everyone had fun wearing their jammies to school and
brought new pairs of PJs, new books, and $1.00 to donate during a school wide Pajama Jammie Jam while helping to bring a
good night to deserving kids.

Pay It Forward
With Warm Scarves and Wishes
During November, the members of the Pay It Forward Club at
Commack Middle School were busy making scarves to help ward oﬀ
the winter cold. The scarves were donated to a homeless shelter.
Club advisors Adele Daigger and Mary Nerko are always looking
for ways for the club to help others. The club also held a newspaper
drive for Sweet Briar Nature Preserve.
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Mock Trial Takes On Moot Court
This year, the Mock Trial
Team at Commack High School
was given the opportunity to
participate in Moot Court sponsored by the Justice Resource
Center and Fordham Law
School.
Mock Trial advisor Sandy
Braun said, “Normally, Mock
Trial consists of students taking
on roles of attorneys and witnesses and competing against
other schools at a “mock trial”
setting. We will still be doing
this, however it does not start
until December. When we were
contacted in September to participate in “moot court,” none
of us really knew what it was
about, but I had four amazing
students ready to take on the
task.” Two attorneys and two
law students from Hofstra University were assigned to help
prepare the students for the
competition, meeting with them
after school.

The four participants were
given a scenario involving a
student and a high school, and
they had to argue case law
and using the fourth, ﬁfth, and
fourteenth amendment.. They
presented their side in front
of four judges at the Federal
Courthouse in Central Islip, and
were asked questions and also
asked to cite actual case law to
convince the judges to rule on
behalf of who they represented.
Congratulations to Ariana
A., Matt J., Izza M., and Mackenzie R., who successfully
presented their cases and won
both rounds!
Mrs. Braun stated, “The
students truly impressed all the
judges with their knowledge
and public speaking skills. This
is no easy task as they have to
think on their feet, memorize
numerous cases and be able
to convince the judges to rule
in their favor.”

PTA Reﬂections 2019 Showcase: Look Within….

National PTA Reﬂections is America’s
oldest and largest arts education program
of its kind. The program was developed
in 1969 to encourage students to explore
their talents and express themselves. This
year, over 300 Burr students submitted entries and 70 students were recognized at a
special Burr PTA Showcase for bringing this
year’s theme to life through ﬁlm production,
dance choreography, literature, music composition, photography, and visual arts.

Students shared musical and dance talents, read inspiring pieces of literature, and
elaborated on personal ﬁlm projects. Room
107 was transformed into an art gallery, with
visual artwork and photography on display.
In addition, students and parents were able
to view student created video productions
on the Smart Board! Visitors to Burr are
welcome to come and view our Reﬂections
Gallery through the month of June!
Many thanks go to the PTA Reﬂections
The Commack Courier

committee chaired by Mrs. Borzumato.
Countless hours of work goes on behind
the scenes to plan, organize, and decorate
in preparation for this special event.
Thank you to our parents and teachers
who continue to encourage our students to
participate. Thank you to our students for
sharing their amazing talent as we continue to Look Within! We look forward to
the 2020 Reﬂections Theme: I Matter Because….
7

Monster Madness Around the ‘Mill

Long-distance learning adventures
are becoming commonplace in the Commack Schools. Recently, Sawmill’s schoolwide enrichment teacher, Lindsey Persichilli, paired three elementary teachers
and classes in upstate New York (Fulton,
Tonawanda, and New Haven) with three
teachers here in Commack - Mrs. Dick,
Mrs. Kory-Barry, and Mrs. Murphy, bringing together the classes for a bit of monster
madness.
Each class, upstate and down, designed and built their very own 3-Dimensional monster using everyday materials
(cereal boxes, egg cartons, paper towel
tubes, shoe boxes etc.). Students were
split into groups and each group was re-

sponsible for designing and building an
element of the monster. Monster elements
were broken down into legs, arms, body,
head, hands, feet, and special features
(horns, tail, wings etc.). In every class, after
each group was ﬁnished building, students
worked together to assemble all of the parts
together to make one giant class monster.
As the groups completed their assigned
element, they wrote a detailed procedure
for how to rebuild the monster. The directions were emailed to our paired teachers
upstate. The paired classes upstate sent
their written directions to us and we began
assembling each other‘s monsters. The
classes Skyped with their buddy classes
and participated in a big monster reveal.

Wood Park’s
Wellness Wednesday
Mrs. Bronzino, Wood Park librarian, and Mrs. Sonsire, Wood Park social worker, teamed up this school
year to provide ongoing professional development
(PD) for the Wood Park staﬀ. During the ﬁrst “Wellness Wednesday” gathering, teachers learned strategies on bringing mindfulness tips and tools into their
lives and their classrooms. The staﬀ created individual
calm-down glitter jars to use in the “calm corners” that
the teachers have created in their classrooms.
During our second session, the teachers practiced
“loving kindness” guided meditation and received materials for classroom brain breaks and educational apps
that can be used within the classroom. A new schoolwide initiative for “Putting the I in Kind” was introduced
and discussed.
The Wellness team is taking their PD on the road
and is looking forward to working with oﬃce staﬀ at the
Hubbs Administration building this January.

8

The Commack Courier

We learned how being speciﬁc while writing directions is crucial for the rebuilding of
our monster. It was fun to see how similar
our monsters were, as well as parts where
our monsters were diﬀerent. In each case
where there was a diﬀerence in the two
monsters, it was because we weren’t speciﬁc enough when writing our directions.
Ms. Persichilli said, “Overall, the project was a huge success! We made friends
with kids who live 300 miles away from us,
way up north. We discussed the similarities
and diﬀerences of our monsters, we also
discussed the similarities and diﬀerences
within our schools and communities. We’re
working on creating a project so that the
classes can reconnect again in the spring.”

Gold Journalism Awards to Commack High School Students
Congratulations to advisor Christina Semple, the staﬀs of both
publications, and to the individual award winners, below.
THE COURANT Volume 31 2018-2019 - Overall Gold/All
New York Award
Olivia C., Sophomore: Best News Writing
Christine K., Senior: Best In-Depth Coverage
Christine K. and Funda S., Seniors: Best Feature Writing
Ruth L., Senior: Best News Writing
Funda S., Senior: Best News Writing, Best Personality Story
Danielle R., Class of 2019: Best Feature Writing
Stefanie S., Sophomore: Best News Writing
Courant Staﬀ: Best Feature Layout Portfolio

Commack High School’s The Courant newspaper and
the Crossroads Yearbook were ranked overall Gold/AllNew York publications in the ESSPA (Empire Scholastic
Student Press Association) high school journalism competition. This annual competition is hosted by Syracuse University and includes entries from high schools across New York
State.

CROSSROADS YEARBOOK 2019 “Contrast”- Overall Gold/All
New York Award
Michael K., Senior: Best Divider Pages
Emma L. & Cassidy V., Seniors: Best Sports Section Spread
Elizabeth O., Senior: Best Copy Portfolio
Skyler Q., Senior: Best Academic Spread
Emily R., Senior: Best Photographer Portfolio
Alison S., Class of 2019: Best People Section Spread
Crossroads Staﬀ: Best Student Life Spread

Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards
Several students in Commack Middle
School were invited by their counselors,
teachers, and co-curricular advisors to apply for the Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. This award recognizes outstanding volunteer service and dedication. The
ﬁnalists were chosen based on their academic accomplishments, character traits,
volunteer work, and participation in school
activities.
Jillian C. and Isabella B., each consistent high-honor-roll eighth grade students, were chosen to receive Certiﬁcates
of Achievement for distinguished accomplishment in volunteer service. They were
selected as awards ﬁnalists, and their applications have been nominated for state
recognition.
This marks Jillian’s second year of being acknowledged for state recognition for
the Prudential Awards. She has tirelessly
worked to be what she calls, “…the ripple
that will spread kindness to everyone and
to make a diﬀerence.” She is involved in the
National Junior Honor Society, the Leaders’
Club, and with Student Government. She,
along with her family-run organization, Kids
for Causes, is actively working on a project to help those in need of extra comfort.
She wants cancer patients to stay positive
and remain positive. Inspired by the current experiences of her grandmother and
those of her late grandfather, Jillian and her

team make pillows for
patients at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. This project started in February
of 2019 and her team
has donated upwards
of 100 pillows! After
stuﬃng the pillows,
they attach a “You
are Sew Loved” heart
tag to each pillow.
This gesture provides
comfort and warmth to
those aﬄicted by a terrible disease.
Principal Michael Larson and guidance counsellors Mark Schwartz
Isabella+ is an en- and Christine Nicols congratulate Jillian and Isabella on their
ergetic, well rounded awards.
student, a member
of the National Junior Honor Society, Girl Isabella is also a proud member of the Girl
Scouts and Student Government. She Scouts, receiving her Bronze Award for
serves as a member of Student Govern- helping construct and paint bookshelves for
ment’s Executive Board, which is a great her local library’s children’s room. Isabella
responsibility. Isabella organizes meetings, knows that dedication and hard work can
volunteers at all school events, and always greatly impact others.
Isabella and Jillian both know that
represents the students’ perspective. Isabella knows that dedication and hard work every small deed makes a diﬀerence for
can greatly impact others. She takes time someone. These role models demonstrate
during lunch periods to assist her advisors commitment to caring, which is evident in
in planning and developing school spon- their selﬂessness towards others. Special
sored events. The eﬀects of her commit- thanks go out to ALL students at the Middle
ment help to promote school spirit and also School who selﬂessly dedicate their time in
support of those in need.
to make school events run smoothly.
The Commack Courier
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Exploring Future Careers...

Students at Burr Intermediate School met with parents
and community members who volunteered to tell them about
their chosen professions. The students learned about a variety
of careers including: law, medicine, marketing, computer programming, and even the FBI. More than 40 professionals participated in the morning sessions, held in classrooms throughout the school.
“The opportunity to share possible career choices with students at this age gives our students a greater appreciation for
our community members and can inspire them to think about
their own futures,” shared Assistant Principal Donna Forbes.
In photo, local Commack ﬁreﬁghters share ﬁre safety tips
with Mrs. D’Allesandro’s third grade class.

High School students in Mr. Gargiulo’s IB Design Technology class visited Zebra Technologies’ regional testing facility in Holtsville to experience ﬁrsthand how old-fashioned
creativity, the iterative design process, computer-based
rendering software, and stereo lithography (SLA) rapid prototyping are used by industrial designers to create physical
models for this multi-billion-dollar company.
Zebra Technologies is a multi-national company with
headquarters in Illinois. The company’s expertise is in design, development, and testing of all types and varieties of
bar code scanners, rugged mobile computers, radio frequency devices (RFD) tags, and other related products. One of
their coolest devices is the sensor embedded in the shoulder
pads of NFL players to provide performance statistics during
a football game. Many of the scanners used in stores today
are products of Zebra. Our International Baccalaureate (IB)
Design Technology class made a visit to learn more about
how they create the premier scanning related products in the
world.
Commack resident, Mr. Andrew Cornell, is a Product
Manager at Zebra, and escorted the students through a
number of the design and testing facilities. Students learned
a great deal about the complex areas of design and engineering that are involved in the development of seemingly
simple devices. Probably one of the most important takeaways of the visit was a statement shared by one of the engineers who shared that engineering is the art of making the
best possible use of the available resources by keeping in
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Commack Middle School
held its annual Career Café for
eighth grade students in November. During their assigned lunch
period, students had the opportunity to visit the gymnasium where
community volunteers, representing a wide variety of professions, were available to discuss
their careers.
This event provided exposure
to a wide variety of occupations in

ﬁelds including, but not limited to,
medical, entertainment, service,
engineering, and law enforcement. Students were encouraged
to learn about diﬀerent careers by
listening to our volunteers, asking
questions, and engaging in dialogue. We are very appreciative
of the time that our volunteers
took out of their busy schedules
to share their professional expertise with our students.

mind that much of what is needed has, in some part, already
been invented. Don’t be hesitant to take the best parts of something and re-purpose, re-use, and re-engineer them to get the job
done.

The Commack Courier

Music to our Ears! Student Musician Accolades
Orchestra

Band

Jennifer A.
Charlson K.
Christine K.
Paul P.
Naru N.
Cristina V.

Matthew G.
Elizabeth J.
Dylan K.
Evan M.
Michael P.
Catherine T.
Louis V.

Treble Chorus
Rachel B.
Nalini K.
Sarah S.

Mixed Chorus
Riley B.
Naomi C.
Jack F.
Ashley G.
Janie L.
Ben T.
Olivia V.
NYSCAME All-County is composed of the highest-scoring NYSSMA musicians across Suﬀolk
County. These outstanding students participated in a three-day intensive rehearsal that culminated in a November Concert. This year, 23 students from Commack High School were selected.

ALL-STATE MUSICIANS
Eight Commack High School
exceptionally talented instrumental
and vocal musicians were selected
to participate in the 2019 New York
State School Music Association
(NYSSMA) All-State Winter Conference. Only 900 student musicians
are selected from a pool of 6,000 students who audition for the occasion
during a lengthy selection process
that takes place during the summer.

Students all travel to Rochester
to rehearse for two days for the AllState ensembles and concerts that
take place in early December at the
Eastman Theater located in Rochester, New York.
Congratulations to: Michael P.,
Riley B., Janie L., Charlson K., Christine K., Ashley G., Catherine T. and
Nalini K.

Exploring the Night Sky: Stars in Their Eyes

During the month of December,
Wood Park students have been studying the wonders of the night sky. The
children learned about observing winter
constellations during the Star Lab pro-

gram in physical education classes.
The children heard the stories about
Orion and his battle with Taurus the Bull
and how to locate the Big Dipper and
North Star and how our ancestors used
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the constellations as a navigation tool.
In photos, children enter the Star
Lab, and an inside view as Mr. Steve Tomecek talks about the stars points out
the constellations in the night sky.
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Fall Sports League Champions
NYSPHSAA
State Swim Champ

Girls Varsity Tennis

Girls Varsity Volleyball
Denise P. crowned NYS Champion in the 100
yard Breaststroke, improving on her Section XI record with a personal best time of
1:02.33.

County Track Champ

Boys Varsity Soccer - also County Finalists
League Champions CommackNorthport Girls Varsity Swim Team had
an exceptional performance at the State
Championships as well. The team ﬁnished third overall among over 100 public high schools. They ﬁnished second
in the medley relay, and seventh in the
freestyle relay.

Fiona M. is the Suﬀolk County Girls Cross
Country Class A Champion with a Sunken
Meadow 5KM race time of 19:40.

Girls Swimming

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
Children who will be ﬁve years old on or before 12/01/2020 are eligible for admission to Kindergarten for the 2020-2021
school year. Kindergarten registration for these children will take place in January 2020. (Please see the District Calendar for speciﬁc building registration dates.) Information concerning registration was mailed in December. If your child
is eligible for Kindergarten and you do not receive a registration packet, please call Linda Caccamo in the Registration
Oﬃce at (631) 912-2028.

Notice of Nondiscrimination

The Commack Union Free School District does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, creed, ethnicity, national origin, citizenship status, age, marital status, partnership status, disability, predisposing genetic characteristics, sexual orientation, gender (sex), military status, veteran status, domestic violence victim status or political affiliation, and
additionally does not discriminate against students on the basis of weight, gender identity, gender expression, and religious practices
or any other basis prohibited by New York State and/or federal non-discrimination laws in employment or its programs and activities.
The District provides equal access to community and youth organizations.
Commack Board of Education:
Steven Hartman - President
Jarrett Behar - Vice President
Trustees: William Hender, Susan
Hermer, and Justin Varughese

www.commackschools.org

Superintendent of Schools:
Dr. Donald A. James

