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I.  
Napoleon Bonaparte Comes to Power in France

1.  Experienced success as a military leader in France’s campaigns against the European monarchs  (1795 - 1799)


2.  Takes over in a coup d’ etat against the unpopular French Directory (1799) 


WHAT FACTORS ENABLED NAPOLEON TO SEIZE POWER IN 
FRANCE? 


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

II.
Napoleon’s Empire


1.  Napoleon rules France as the First Consul from 1799 until 1804 


2.  Pursued a restructuring policy for the new French republic which functioned more like a 
 
     dictatorship



a.  created nationally run schools - lycees were the secondary schools established by 

     Napoleon which set the stage for a public school system for the entire population



b.  appointed many political officials rather than allowing elections



c.  created the Bank of France



d.  made all citizens contribute taxes to the state



e.  supported business by allowing loans by the national Bank of France



f.  established the Napoleonic Code, a unified system of law




-  made all men equal under the law




-  reduced women’s rights




-  permitted state censorship of books, plays, and pamphlets



g.  established Concordat of 1801, an agreement w/ the Catholic Church




-  encouraged religious toleration  




-  proclaimed Catholicism to be the religion of the majority of the French




-  R.C.C. agreed to lands lost in the Civil Constitution of the Clergy but was 


   granted state salaries for all clergy



WHAT WAS NAPOLEON TRYING TO ACHIEVE BY INSTITUTING THESE 
REFORMS AS FIRST CONSUL OF FRANCE?

_____________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


3.  Named himself Consul for life and held a plebiscite which confirmed his popularity with the 
 
     majority of the French people (1802)


4.  Defeated Italy and Austria and signed peace agreements with Russia and Britain  (1802)


5.  Crowned Emperor of France in 1804


6.  Following a failed attempt to invade Britain, Napoleon began a plan to destroy British trade 
 
     through a blockade known as the Continental System


WHAT WAS THE CONTINENTAL SYSTEM AND WHY DID NAPOLEON USE IT 
AGAINST THE BRITISH?


______________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________


7.  Carved an empire which included much of the European continent by 1812


WHY IS NAPOLEON BEST KNOWN FOR HIS ROLE AS MILITARY LEADER?


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________


8.  Nationalist movements in Spain and Prussia shook French control in these 


     regions


9.  Russia backed out of the Continental System in 1811, and Napoleon reacted 


     by planning an invasion of Russia

         10.  Invasion of Russia proves to be a devastating loss for Napoleon and France


WHAT EVENT HELPED BRING ABOUT NAPOLEON’S DOWNFALL?


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________

11.  In the War of Liberation an international force subdued Napoleon, forced his abdication an


        exiled him to Elba, an island in the Mediterranean

         12.  During the Hundred Days, Napoleon returns to rule as France’s emperor  until suffering a 
 
     second defeat and exile to the island of St. Helena in the South Atlantic

         13.  Napoleon’s conquest left a legacy of nationalism and reform in the European nations under his 
    control


WHY WAS NAPOLEON FINALLY EXILED TO ST. HELENA IN THE SOUTH 
ATLANTIC?


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________

III.  
The Congress of Vienna, a meeting of the major powers of Europe attempted to 
reestablish a political balance of power in Europe and to settle disputes among 
the nations of Europe (1814 - 1815)


1.  Prince Klemens von Metternich was Austria’s chief minister and hosted the


     meeting

2.  Metternich and the other leaders had as their goal to return Europe to the way it was before          

     Napoleon and the French Revolution

a.  countries were to receive compensation for the expenses incurred in wars w/ Napoleon
b.  restoring the royal families who had lost power during the Napoleonic era through the policy known as legitimacy
c.  balance the power so that no one European nation could ever dominate all of Europe        again


3.  Redrawing the Map of Europe


a.  Great Britain gained the French held islands of the West Indies



b.  Austria gained the Italian, Lombardy and Venetia



c.  Prussia gained territories along the Rhine River and much of the 



     kingdom of Saxony


d.  Russia gained the majority of the Polish territory and a kingdom was 

     formed there under the czar’s direction


4.  Restoring the Monarchies
a.  Using divine-right as their rational the leaders of the Congress of 

     Vienna restored the royal families in France, Spain, Portugal, Naples,  Sardinia and Sicily

b.  Buffer states, or neutral territories were established around France to ensure the safety of the monarchies of Europe

-   39 independent German states, or the German Confederation, were controlled by        Austria  
     




-  Switzerland regained its neutrality




-  Piedmont and Sardinia formed a united kingdom in Italy


5.   New Ideologies were forming in Europe



a.  Reactionaries, people who oppose change 



b.  Liberals, people who accepted the changes encouraged by Enlightenment ideas


c.  Nationalists, people being dominated by foreign powers hoping for  unity and self-determination


6.  Alliances were formed to suppress nationalist movements throughout Europe



a.  Quadruple Alliance united the four major powers of the Congress,



     Great Britain, Prussia, Russia, and Austria



b.  Holy Alliance united the Christian monarchs of Europe


7.  Meetings held by the two alliances were known as the Concert of Europe

a.  For 30 years, the Metternich system established at the Congress of  Vienna defended absolutism and thwarted nationalist movements  throughout Europe


