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Origins, Purpose, Content, Values, and Limitations

	Bibliography (Cite the source): _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________




	Origin
When and where was the source produced, and how might this affect the meaning of the document? When was the document published? Who is the author/creator? Is there a single or multiple authors? What type of source is the document? (primary/secondary) Document type: photo, letter, poem, speech, journal article etc.

	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

	Purpose
Who was the source created for, and how might this affect the reliability of the document? Would we anticipate that Richard Nixon would say the same things to his advisors in the Oval Office concerning the Watergate break-in that he would in a radio address to the American people? Or, why would Franklin Roosevelt say, "Your boys are not going to be sent to any foreign wars?"

Why was this document produced at the time and place it was? Prior knowledge, time and place, author, audience all factor in to understanding the purpose of the document. Why would Simon Bolivar support the idea of a hereditary Senate? 

What is the message of the source? What is the author describing? What is happening in the text or image?  What is the author’s thesis? What does the author attempt to prove?

	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

	Content
This component requires a summary of the source in order to demonstrate your ability to understand its meaning. Be careful not to place purpose and content together – they are two unique components! You will use content to help assess the next two points (V & L) – so make sure you understand the document! What does the document “say? “What is the main idea of the source? What arguments, analysis, or conclusion are present within the source’s content?

	Summary of article: Author’s Thesis – what is he/she trying to prove?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

	Text Based Evidence: Select one Significant quotation that summarizes the author’s thesis
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

	Values and Limitations: Consider the following questions and place your answers in the appropriate column. VALUES and LIMITATIONS

What valuable information can be learned from this document? What essential questions are answered by this document? Is the source credible and accurate? Does the author have an agenda or larger purpose? Do the facts presented by the author or what you know about the time period support the author’s thesis/statement? What do they know about the author that would affect the reliability of the document? Are they aware of any bias the author might possess which would color the account? Why should you trust, or distrust this source? How or why is this source valuable to your study of history? Where does the author teach? How many books have they published? Is the publication a credible source? Is the publication outdated? Is the author too reliant upon one specific source? Are the author’s sources reliable? Does the author include a discussion of opposing viewpoints? What questions are left unanswered by the document? 

	Values
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
	Limitations
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________











