Othello, the Moor of Venice Full synopsis:

Act I:

Othello, a Moorish general, loves and wins Desdemona, daughter of Brabantio, a senator of Venice.  Her father, on learning of this marriage, accuses Othello of using witchcraft to woo Desdemona, then goes before the Duke of Venice in a rage, only to hear from his daughter’s own lips that she was fairly won, and loves her husband.  Othello, who is ordered at once to Cyprus to fight against the Turkish fleet, agrees to have his wife conveyed to Cyprus by Iago and his wife Emilia.

Act II:

Iago, jealous because Othello preferred Cassio to him for his chief lieutenant, is plotting to injure Othello through his wife.  As they arrive at Cyprus, a storm wrecks the Turkish fleet.  In the general festivities which follow this news Iago gets Cassio so drunk that he engages in a street brawl.  The confusion brings Othello to the scene, where, after the situation is misrepresented by Iago, he deprives Cassio of his official lieutenant duties.
Act III:

Poisoning Othello’s mind with insinuations against Desdemona and Cassio, he arranges to have Othello overhear an interview in which the innocent Cassio asks Desdemona for her help in getting him reinstated to lieutenancy.  Her intercession with her husband on Cassio’s behalf only increases Othello’s suspicion of their relations, a jealousy which Iago, by dropping hints, is constantly increasing.  Othello’s changed attitude toward Desdemona troubles her greatly.  She is also worried over the disappearance of a handkerchief which her husband charged her always to keep.  Emilia has stolen this for her husband, who drops in Cassio’s rooms.

Act IV:

When Othello secretly witnesses Cassio giving Desdemona’s handkerchief to a prostitute, he is convinced of his wife’s guilt, even though she and Emilia both protest her complete innocence, and he plans to kill her.  After a feast at which her uncle, just arrived from Venice, is present, Othello tells his wife to retire to her room, so that he may find her there presently, an order she cheerfully follows.
Act V:

On a street at night Cassio, attacked by Roderigo, wounds him mortally, and is himself stabbed in the leg by Iago, who has orders from Othello to dispose of him.

Meanwhile, Othello, entering Desdemona’s chamber, puts out the candle and then strangles his wife, even as she protests her innocence and her constant love for her husband alone.  Emilia, entering, proves to Othello’s satisfaction his wife’s innocence, but too late.  When Emilia exposes her husband’s villainy, Iago stabs her.  Othello wounds him, and then kills himself, protesting he “loved not wisely, but too well.”  Cassio is made governor of Cyprus, while Iago is committed to torture and death.

