OTHELLO





Name ________________________

by William Shakespeare

CHARACTERS:  Briefly describe each of the following characters.

1)  Othello:

2)  Iago:

3)  Desdemona:

4)  Brabantio:

5)  Roderigo:

6)  Cassio:

7)  Bianca:

8)  Emilia:

9)  Gratiano:

10)  Lodovico:

11)  Clown:

12)  Montano:

Act I, scene i -A Street in Venice

1)  What reason does Iago give Roderigo for hating Othello?

2)  Who is chosen as Othello’s 1st Lieutenant?  Why does Iago feel this is a poor choice?

3)  What are Iago’s qualifications for the position?

4)  What system of promotion does Iago feel was used?

5)  What plan of action does Iago decide to take?

6)  Why does Iago want Roderigo to awaken Brabantio?

7)  What reference does Iago use to anger Brabantio?

8)  What does Iago mean by the quote “I will wear my heart upon my sleeve”?

9)  Why is Brabantio unhappy at seeing Roderigo at his home?

10)  Of what does Brabantio accuse Roderigo?

11)  Of what does Roderigo inform Brabantio?

12)  What deal does Roderigo make with Brabantio?

13)  Who will Brabantio get to aid him in his search?

14)  What foreboding had Brabantio had in regard to Desdemona?

15)  What promise does Brabantio make to Roderigo?

16)  Why must Iago suddenly leave Roderigo?

17)  Why will the Senate not take action against Othello?

18)  What warning does Brabantio issue to fathers?

19)  According to Brabantio, why would Desdemona never have married Othello?

Act I, scene ii- Venice, The Sagittary Inn.
20)  Why does Iago tell Othello he wanted to kill Brabantio?

21)  What “stopped” Iago from killing Brabantio?

22)  What warning does Iago issue to Othello?

23)  What is Othello’s reaction to this warning?

24)  What is learned about Othello as he speaks to Iago?

25)  Why has the Duke sent Cassio to find Othello?

26)  What news from Iago takes Cassio by surprise?

27)  What accusation does Brabantio make to Othello?

28)  According to Brabantio, why would Desdemona never have married Othello?

29)  What charge is made against Othello?

30)  What does Brabantio threaten to do if Othello disobeys?

31)  What news takes Brabantio by surprise?

32)  Why does Brabantio want to see the Duke?

Act I, scene iii- A chamber in the Senate
33)  What caused the Duke to call for a special meeting?

34)  What ploy are the Turks using to fool the Venetians?

35)  What significance lies in the fact that the Duke greets Othello before Brabantio?

36)  How does Brabantio gain the attention of the Duke?

37)  Of what does Othello claim he is guilty?

38)  Why does Othello claim he is a poor speaker?

39)  How long has Othello been at war? _________________ At peace? _____________

40)  How does the Duke react to Brabantio’s charges?

41)  How does Othello hope to clear his name of the charges?

42)  Why was Othello invited into Brabantio’s home?

43)  How did Desdemona learn of Othello’s adventures?

44)  What was Desdemona’s reaction to Othello’s stories?

45)  How does the Duke react to Othello’s stories?

46)  What advice does the Duke offer Brabantio?

47)  For what is Desdemona thankful to her father?

48)  What justification does Desdemona espouse for marrying Othello?

49)  How does Brabantio react to Desdemona’s reply?

50)  What does the Duke say to ease Brabantio’s pain?

51)  What is Brabantio’s reply to the Duke?

52)  Of what does the Duke inform Othello?

53)  How does Othello react to this news?

54)  What request does Othello make of the Duke?

55)  What is the difficulty with the Duke’s suggestion?

56)  What solution does Desdemona suggest?

57)  What assurance does Othello make to the Duke?

58)  How does Othello feel towards Iago?  What assignment does Othello give to Iago?

**59)    What warning does Brabantio offer to Othello?

60)  What does Roderigo tell Iago he is going to do?  Why?

61)  What hope does Iago give to Roderigo in his attempt to marry Desdemona?

62)  What plan does Iago suggest to Roderigo?

63)  How does Iago reassure Roderigo?  What rebuke is issued?

64)  What is Iago’s gain in helping Roderigo?

65)  What does Iago want Roderigo to do to Othello?

66)  How does Iago really feel towards Roderigo?

67)  What other reason does Iago have for hating Othello?

68)  What plan does Iago conceive?

69)  How does Iago hope to use Othello in his plans? And why does Iago feel his plan will work effectively?

OTHELLO:  Study Guide:  Acts II and III    Name ____________________________

ACT II, Scene i:  Cyprus, near the harbor.

1)  Prior to Othello’s arrival, what is learned about the Turkish fleet?

2)  Why is Othello late in arriving on Cyprus?

3)  What does Cassio relate to Montano about Desdemona’s features?

4)  According to Iago, what advantages does Roderigo have over Othello?

5)  What lie does Iago tell Roderigo concerning Desdemona?

6)  How does Iago get Roderigo involved in his plans?

7)  What other reason does Iago give for hating Othello?

8)  What other reason does Iago have for hating Cassio?

9)  In what way does Iago love Desdemona?

10)  How does Iago plan to destroy Cassio?

11)  How does Iago hope to destroy Othello?

12)  Why does Iago refer to Othello as “an ass”?

ACT II, Scene ii:  A street in Cyprus.

13)  What proclamation does the Herald make?

14)  What are the people of Cyprus celebrating?

ACT II, iii:  A hall in the citadel.

15)  What command does Othello give to Cassio?

16)  Who will help Cassio stand guard?

17)  What proposition does Iago make to Cassio?

18)  What weakness does Cassio have?

19)  After drinking a few toasts, what does Cassio tell Iago and the others?

20)  What does Iago imply to Montano about Cassio’s drunken state?  

21)  What is Montano’s reaction to this news?

22)  What is Roderigo running from?

23)  How does Montano become involved in the dispute?

24)  Why is Cassio chasing after Roderigo?

25)  What does Iago tell Roderigo to do?

26)  What does Othello threaten to do to the combatants?

27)  What two reasons are there for Othello being so angry about the fight?

28)  What rebuke does Othello issue to Montano?

29)  What lie does Iago tell concerning the ringing of the bells?

30)  How does Iago punish Cassio?

31)  In what way does Cassio state he has been injured?

33)  How does Cassio hope to win back his position?

34)  What advice does Iago give to Cassio to earn Othello’s favor?

35)  What does Iago hope will happen to Cassio as Cassio tries to get his position returned to him?

36)  What two preparations must Iago make in order to make his plans work?

ACT III, i:  A garden in an inner court of the citadel.

1)  Why does the clown pay the musicians to stop playing?

2)  What does the clown mean when he tells Cassio, “No, I hear not your honest friend; I hear you.”?

3)  How does Othello feel toward Cassio?

4)  What is the dramatic purpose of this scene?

Act III, ii
5)  What answer does Desdemona give to Cassio concerning his plea for her to aid him?

6)  Why does Cassio insist on Desdemona acting quickly on his behalf?

7)  Why does Cassio leave Desdemona quickly?

8)  What affect do Desdemona’s pleas have on Othello?

9)  Why is Othello angry with himself when he leaves Desdemona?

10)  How does Iago make Othello think about the incident with Cassio running from Desdemona?

***11)  What does Iago say about jealousy?

12)  What warning does Iago give Othello which echoes a warning given by Brabantio?

13)  What dream of Cassio’s does Iago relate?

14)  Why does Othello become enraged at Iago?

15)  What does Othello mean when he says he wants “ocular proof”?

16)  Why does Emilia want the handkerchief?  Why does Iago want it?

17)  Why does Iago state that Othello will never sleep a good night’s sleep again?

18)  Why does Iago feel it is better to love no one?  (As stated in conversation with Othello)

19)  What proof does Iago hope to use to prove Desdemona a whore?

20)  How does Othello intend to get revenge?

21)  What is Iago in charge of doing?

III, iv:  Cyprus, Before the castle.

22)  Why is Desdemona frantically searching for the handkerchief?

23)  Where did Othello get the handkerchief from?

***24)  What special powers does the handkerchief possess?

25)  Why doesn’t Desdemona think Othello is jealous?

26)  What reason does Desdemona offer for Othello’s anger?  

27)  Why does Emilia describe jealousy as a monster?

28)  Why is Bianca unhappy upon being given the handkerchief?

29)  What does Cassio want Bianca to do with the handkerchief?

ACTS IV & V Study Guide Questions
Name ______________________________

Act IV, Scene II  (a room in the castle)

1)  What retort does Emilia have for Othello’s suspicions as to the infidelity of Desdemona?

2)  Of what does Othello accuse Desdemona?

3)  What request does Desdemona make of Emilia?

4)  When speaking to Desdemona, what does Iago say is bothering Othello?

5)  What does Emilia feel someone is deliberately doing to Othello?

6)  What would Desdemona like to see happen to the villain who is “poisoning” Othello’s mind?  What would Emilia like to see happen?

7)  Why does Roderigo feel he has been duped by Iago”

8)  How has Roderigo tried to win the heart of Desdemona?

9)  What lie does Iago tell Roderigo concerning Othello and Cassio?

10)  How does Iago intend to get rid of Cassio?

Act IV, Scene III  (another room in the castle)

After striking Desdemona, Othello has calmed down.  He instructs Desdemona to wait for him in her chamber.  As a foreboding of what is to come, Desdemona tells Emilia that if she were to die this night, she would like to be wrapped in her wedding sheets.  Before saying goodnight, Emilia says that women have a right to avenge the wrongs done to them by their husbands.  Desdemona feels it is wrong to avenge a wrong with a wrong.

Act V, Scene I   (Cyprus:  A street)

1)  Why is Roderigo to fight Cassio?  Where is Iago at this time?

2)  Why must Iago have to have Roderigo killed?

3)  How does Cassio get wounded?  

4)  How is Roderigo wounded?  What is his fate?

5)  What does Iago imply to Bianca about her part in the fight?

6)  What realization about this evening does Iago have?

Act V, Scene II
1)  As scene ii opens, what is Othello doing and saying?

2)  What is Desdemona doing during his opening monologue?

3)  Why does Othello ask her if she has prayed tonight?

4)  How does Desdemona respond to Othello’s report that Cassio’s dead?

5)  What does Othello do to Desdemona?

6)  What are Desdemona’s last words to Emilia?

7)  How does Emilia respond to Othello’s report that Iago knew of Desdemona’s unfaithfulness?

8)  What news of Brabantio does Gratiano reveal?

9)  What does Emilia reveal after Iago draws his sword on her?

10)  How does Othello respond to her revelation?

11)  What happens to Emilia?

12)  What does Othello do to Iago?

13)  When Othello asks why Iago “thus ensnared my soul and body?” how does Iago respond?

14)  What happens to Othello?

15)  What will happen to Iago?  By whose decree?
