Unit Essential Question: To what extent can poor economic conditions lead to radical politics?

Aim: How did the Treaty of Versailles influence Japan’s politics in the 1920s and 1930s?

JAPANESE MILITARISM AND EXPANSION - 1930s 
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Directions: Analyze the map below and answer the questions that follow. 

1. What natural resources are abundant in Japan? 
2. Why would Japan and Russia fight a war in Korea in 1904? 

3. Why would Japan invade Manchuria, China in the 1930s? 

4. How has geography affected Japanese history? 

Outline for the Reorganization of Japan

Following World War I, Japan experimented with parliamentary democracy at home and pursued internationalism abroad. But Japanese radicals, left-wing and right-wing, had little confidence in parliamentary solutions for social problems. As early as 1931, the Depression hit Japan hard and political divisions increased. Some nationalist groups advocated a return to Shintoist or Confucian beliefs against more Western values while other nationalists urged for a more authoritarian rule that could ignore party politics.  Radical nationalists, particularly ultra nationalistic young army officers, found inspiration for the future in the thoughts and writings of Kita Ikki. The following excerpts are taken from Ikki’s Outline for the Reorganization of Japan (1919)
 

  …It is of course natural that we cannot look to the Europeans, who are out of their minds because of the great destruction, for a completely detailed set of plans.  But in contrast Japan, during those five years of destruction, was blessed with five years of fulfillment.  Europe needs to talk about reconstruction, while Japan must move on to reorganization.  The entire Japanese people… should plan how the great Japanese empire should be reorganized, and establish “a national opinion in which no dissenting voice is heard, by the organization of a great union of the Japanese people.”  Thus, by homage to the Emperor, a basis for national reorganization can be set up.

 

Suspension of the Constitution

 In order for the Emperor and the entire Japanese people to establish a secure base for the national reorganization, the Emperor will, by a show of his Imperial prerogative, suspend the Constitution for a period of three years, dissolve both houses of the Diet and place the entire nation under martial law....

 

The True Significance of the Emperor

 The fundamental doctrine of the Emperor as representative of the people and as pillar of the nation must be made clear....

Limitations on Private Property
No Japanese family shall possess private property in excess of one million yen. A similar provision  shall also apply to Japanese citizens holding property overseas.

Nationalization of Industries exceeding the limitations

Any industry whose assets exceed the limitation imposed on private industry shall be collectivized and operated under state control

 

People’s Right to Live 

Children under fifteen years of age without parents and father … should be uniformly supported and educated by the state.

The state shall assume the responsibility of supporting those men and women sixty years of age or over who are poor and not having their natural born or adopted sons. Similar support shall be given to those disabled and crippled persons who are poor, unable to work, and without fathers and sons. 

National (compulsory) education shall last for a period of ten years from age six to sixteen. Similar education shall be given to male and female…English shall be abolished and Esperanto shall become the second language….

 

How are the ideas of Ikki similar to Hitler and Mussolini’s?

How are the ideas of Ikki different from Hitler and Mussolini’s? 

Militarism in Japan

After World War I, Japan enjoyed a period of economic prosperity and growing democratic government. However, the Great Depression hit Japan especially hard because its prosperity depended on foreign trade. Like governments elsewhere, the government of Japan seemed unable to solve it economic crisis. Many people looked to the military which began to take matters into its own hands.  By 1932, military leaders had set up a military dictatorship in Japan.  Unlike Italy and Germany, however, Japan did not have a single strong leader. Instead, a small group of military leaders dominated the government. In the 1930s, Japan had many features of a totalitarian state. The government arrested critics, imposed censorship, and employed a secret police force to hunt down and punish so-called enemies of the state. Extreme nationalists glorified war and empire. To strengthen Japan, the government was interested in gaining an overseas empire. Such an empire would give Japan much-needed raw materials such as coal and oil. Therefore, the Japanese military invaded Manchuria a province in northeastern China. When China protested to the League of Nations, the league condemned the invasion but took no further action. 

1. How are the governments of Japan, Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany similar? 

2. Why were Japanese so interested in gaining an overseas empire? 

3. Why do you think the League of Nations took no action against Japan even though they went

against the Kellogg Briand Pact? 
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Hirohito, the grandson of Emperor Meiji, became emperor on the death of his father in December 1926. He therefore became the 124th emperor in direct lineage. 
Under the constitution of Japan the Emperor could not act except on the advice of his ministers and the chiefs of staff. However, when a group of officers in the Japanese Army led a military coup against the political leaders in February, 1936, Hirohito ordered his senior advisers, against their wishes, to put the rebellion down. As a result of Hirohito's action, the ringleaders were executed.
Hirohito reluctantly supported the war against China (1931-32) and the   invasion of Manchuria in 1937. However, he approved the attack on Pearl Harbor that led to Japan and the United States being drawn into the Second World War.

When the promised quick victory over the Allies did not take place, Hirohito became critical of the political leaders and this led to the removal of Hideki Tojo in July 1944. After the loss of Okinawa Hirohito called on his ministers to seek a negotiated end to the conflict. However, his government refused, claiming that Japan and Germany could still win the war.
After atom bomb were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki Hirohito called a meeting of the Supreme Council on 9th August, 1945. After a long debate Hirohito intervened and said he could no longer bear to see his people suffer in this way. On 15th August the people of Japan heard the Emperor's voice for the first time when he announced the unconditional surrender and the end of the war. 

Some Allied leaders wanted Hirohito to be tried as a war criminal but General Douglas MacArthur head of the occupation forces, refused, arguing that Japan would be easier to rule if the emperor remained in office.
The American-imposed Japanese constitution reduced the emperor to a ceremonial role. On 1st January 1946, Hirohito made a formal statement where he explained that the role of the emperor in Japan had changed. He explained that the ties between himself and the Japanese people had always involved "mutual trust and affection". He went on to say: "They do not depend upon mere legends and myths. They are not predicated on the false conception that the Emperor is divine and that the Japanese people are superior to other races." 
Hideki Tojo, became prime minister in October 1941. He initially backed the foreign office's efforts to reach agreement with the United States. However, when convinced that a negotiated deal was possible, ordered the attack on Pearl Harbor on 7th December, 1941. As well as prime minister, Tojo also held the posts of minister of war, home minister and foreign minister. From February 1944 he was also Commander in Chief of the General Staff. 
Tojo, aware that Japan was unable to win the war, resigned from office after the loss of Saipan in July 1944. He shot himself in the chest just before he was arrested by the US Military in 1945. Tojo survived and after being nursed back to health was tried as a war criminal. Hideki Tojo was executed on 23rd December 1948.

Scarred by History: The Rape of Nanjing
Story adapted from BBC NEWS: http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/asia-pacific/223038.stm. Published: 4/11/2005 


Between December 1937 and March 1938 one of the worst massacres in modern times took place. Japanese troops captured the Chinese city of Nanjing and embarked on a campaign of murder, rape, and looting. Based on estimates made by historians, between 250,000 and 300,000 people were killed, many of them women and children. The number of women raped is estimated at 20,000.  There were widespread accounts of civilians being hacked to death. Yet many Japanese officials and historians deny there was a massacre on such a scale. They admit that deaths and rapes did occur, but say they were on a much smaller scale than reported. And in any case, they argue, these things happen in times of war.

The Sino-Japanese Wars

In 1931, Japan invaded Chinese Manchuria.  The Chinese troops were no match for their opponents and Japan ended up in control of great swathes of Chinese territory. The following years saw Japan consolidate its hold, while China suffered civil war between communists and the nationalists. Many Japanese militarists wanted to increase their influence and in July 1937, a skirmish between Chinese and Japanese troops escalated into full-scale war. Beijing and other northern cities, as well as the Chinese capital Nanjing, fell quickly, and were occupied by the Japanese army without much difficulty. 

'One of the great atrocities of modern times' 

At the time, the Japanese army did not have a reputation for brutality. In the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5, the Japanese commanders had behaved with great courtesy towards their defeated opponents, but this was very different. Japanese papers reported competitions among junior officers to kill the most Chinese.  One Japanese newspaper correspondent saw lines of Chinese being taken for execution on the banks of the Yangtze River, where he saw piles of burned corpses. Photographs from the time, now part of an exhibition in the city, show Japanese soldiers standing, smiling, among heaps of dead bodies. Tillman Durdin of the New York Times reported the early stages of the massacre before being forced to leave. 

He later wrote: "I was 29 and it was my first big story for the New York Times. So I drove down to the waterfront in my car. And to get to the gate I had to just climb over masses of bodies accumulated there…The car just had to drive over these dead bodies. And the scene on the riverfront, as I waited for the launch... was of a group of smoking, chattering Japanese officers overseeing the massacring of a battalion of Chinese captured troops. They were marching about in groups of about 15, machine-gunning them."  As he departed, he saw 200 men being executed in 10 minutes to the apparent enjoyment of Japanese military spectators. He concluded that the rape of Nanjing was "one of the great atrocities of modern times". 

'The memories cannot be erased' 

A Christian missionary, John Magee, described Japanese soldiers as killing not only "every prisoner they could find but also a vast number of ordinary citizens of all ages. Many of them were shot down like the hunting of rabbits in the streets," he said. After what he described as a week of murder and rape, the Reverend Magee joined other Westerners in trying to set up an international safety zone.  Also horrified at what he saw was John Rabe, a German and member of the Nazi party. He became the leader of an international safety zone and recorded some of what he saw on film.  The Nazis banned this film when he returned to Germany. He wrote about rape and other brutalities, which occurred even in the middle of the supposed “safety zone.”   

Confession and denial 

After the Second World War was over, one of the Japanese soldiers in Nanjing spoke about what he had seen. Azuma Shiro recalled one episode: "There were about 37 old men, old women and children. We captured them and gathered them in a square.  There was a woman holding a child on her right arm... and another one on her left. We stabbed and killed them, all three - like potatoes in a skewer. I thought then, it's been only one month since I left home... and 30 days later I was killing people without remorse."  Such testimonies, however, have been discounted at the highest levels in Japan. Former Justice Minister Shigeto Nagano denied that the massacre had occurred, claiming it was a Chinese fabrication. Professor Ienaga Saburo spent many years fighting the Japanese government in the courts with only limited success for not allowing true accounts of Japanese war atrocities to be given in school textbooks. The opposition against Professor Saburo existed even among ordinary Japanese people. 


In 1995, a film called Don't Cry Nanjing was made by Chinese and Hong Kong film-makers.  It wasn’t until 1997 that it was allowed to be shown in Japan. 
1. How would you compare the actions of Japan in Nanjing to those of Stalin or Hitler?  Find 2 similarities and 1 difference.   
2. Why did the Japanese government prevent stories of their atrocities in Nanjing from appearing in history textbooks?  Compare and contrast this to another event that you have learned about.  

3. How do you think the actions of the Japanese would have affected American foreign policy during this time?  
CAUSES


Unhappiness over loss of traditions


Loss of foreign markets due to Great Depression


Unemployment


Poverty among peasants 


Feelings of nationalism


Demand for expansion of Japanese empire 





RISE OF MILITARISTS IN JAPAN





EFFECTS


1931 attack on Chinese province of Manchuria


Withdrawal from the League of Nations


Anti-western feelings


End of many democratic freedoms


Renewed practice of traditions


Increased honor for emperor


Renewed expansion efforts to control China 








