
Commack PTA Council General Meeting Minutes

May 2, 2022
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. President Nicole Pérez presiding.  
The pledge was said.  
Superintendent (Dr. Cox):
· Budget presentation.
After motion duly made and seconded, Council voting body SUPPORTS the budget as proposed and SUPPORTS the bus proposition.

President’s Report (Nicole Pérez):

SO IMPORTANT to vote in the local school board/budget election May 17 and talk to your friends and neighbors and get them to vote.  District will be hosting BUDGET PRESENTATIONS TO THE COMMUNITY—MAY 5 at 7pm at COMMACK HIGH SCHOOL (just before CHS PTA meeting) and MAY 10 at 9:45am at SAWMILL just before Sawmill, WP, and RH PTA meetings which will be held at Sawmill after the budget presentation.  Please advertise these presentations to your school communities.

FOUNDERS DAY WAS GREAT!  Thank you all for making it work.  If you have feedback, positive or negative, be sure to let us know so we can relay it to the new officers and committee since they will begin planning next year’s Founders Day this summer.

MEET THE CANDIDATES: We know Christopher Jerkovic is running against Justin Varughese and Pauline Fidalgo is running against Steve Hartman.  We are set to tape meet the candidates May 9.  The video will be uploaded to our YouTube channel that night or early next morning, depending on how long it takes to convert and upload. Thank you to those who submitted questions. The officers will go through and choose the 20 or so questions that we will have time for. We received over 130 questions. The questions are NOT shared with any candidate ahead of time nor are they dictated to us by any BOE members or outside people/groups. We simply take from the google form submissions and reword them as needed. As you can imagine, similar themes and questions emerge so it may not be your exact wording nor can we ask all questions.  ALSO NOTE, PTA units cannot endorse candidates. All units were provided National PTA guidance on that matter, so please read that and keep for future reference.

INSURANCE—rates are going up for next year.  $120 for SEPTAs and $350 for units.  The new policies were emailed last Friday. Be sure to complete all forms and mail in your check BEFORE the year end so next year’s unit is covered and ready to go.

END OF YEAR TRANSITION—I will be sending out a checklist of things to do as you transition to a new board of officers. Highlights include ensuring all dues are paid to NYSPTA; bills are paid and deposits made; insurance paid; new officers inputted into memberhub as officers and granting them admin status etc.

COUNCIL COMMITTEES—please send an email to commackcouncilpta@gmail.com if you would like to be involved in or chair a council committee next year.  A current list of committees is on Council’s website. Nobody is guaranteed a committee chair seat. It is a one-year term.  Chairs are appointed by the President with the input from officers each year.  This holds true at your units as well.  Each committee chair should be prepared to pass off all information to a new chair or back to the officers at year end so that the committee may continue seamlessly next year.

Important dates: 

May 5

Budget presentation at CHS 7pm just before CHSPTA meeting

May 6-7
NYSSMA

May 9

Meet the Candidates—to be taped and uploaded that night or next morning.

May 10
Budget presentation at MSIS 9:45am just before Sawmill, RH and WP PTA meetings. Voter registration at CHS and CMS.  BOE meeting at Hubbs 8pm

May 13
Arts in Ed meeting 10am

May 17
VOTE 6am-9pm CHS and CMS
May 30 
School closed memorial day

Nominating Committee Report (Diana Michel):  No nominations received from the floor. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the proposed slate of officers were voted in as new officers for the 2022-2023 school year:
PRESIDENT: Debbie Vilardi.

VP1: Jennifer Fein

VP 2: Lisa Monte

RECORDING SECRETARY: Heather Gordon

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Anita Vazquez

TREASURER: Lisa Streim

Congratulations to Council’s new officers!

Board of Ed Report: Multicultural Festival 5/14@ CHS 3-hour event for K-5. Activities for students.  Please vote, budget and bus resolution.  Next meeting June 9th.  
Community Relations Report (D. Virga): Vote. South side votes at CMS; north side votes at CHS.
Treasurer’s Report: Budget was distributed in advance.  If there are any questions please do not hesitate to reach out via call or text at 917-767-4370, or via email at anitarvazquez@gmail.com
Correspondence:  None
Vice Presidents Report: None.
Committee Reports
Arts in Ed: K-5 buildings will have field day programs and CMS will have 2 programs for half days in June.
Blood Drive: June 1 at MSIS 1pm-7pm. Each unit will be assigned a one-hour time slot and will need to provide a volunteer for that time slot. Linda Cornell will be reaching out. 
Budget:  VOTE
District Action Awareness: None.
Founder’s Day: Thank you to all!
Grant Search and Writing: None.
Nutrition: Guest chefs are very successful. Still have supply chain issues.
Photography: No report.
Reach CYA: Summer events fill up quickly. Register online.
Reflections: No report.
Scholarship: 

· Recipients will be announced at Senior Awards Night. Thank you to all readers!
SEPTA: None.
Social Media:
· We have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Commack-PTA-Council-139115042900131/
Teacher Representative: None.
Website:  

· All PTAs can send email notifications from school district about meetings, fundraisers, membership etc. contact Brenda at blentsch@commack.k12.ny.us
· Email Brenda for training with your unit PTA district websites. 
School Based Management: No report.
Unfinished Business: None. 
Thank you!
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