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Romeo and Juliet: The Prologue
Two households, both alike in dignity,

  In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
  Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
  A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life;
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
  Do with their death bury their parents' strife.
The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love,
  And the continuance of their parents' rage,       
Which, but their children's end, naught could remove,
  Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;
The which if you with patient ears attend,
  What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.
Directions: Using the Prologue as your guide, answer the following questions in your own words in the first column.  Then, write down the textual evidence that helped you answer the questions in the second column.

	WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE and THEMES
	TEXTUAL EVIDENCE FROM PROLOGUE

	Who are the star-crossed lovers?


	

	What do we know about the two households?


	

	What has the ancient grudge led to?


	

	What is the only thing that will end the parents’ rage?


	

	What is asked of the audience in the final couplet?


	

	How long is the play intended to be and where does it take place?


	

	What themes are evident in the prologue?



Prologue:


An opening speech that introduces the play’s main characters, events, and setting.


It gives the reader important background information and sets the tone and mood of the drama.


The Chorus speaks the prologue. The chorus adds to the audience’s understanding of the events and characters by describing the action, asking the audience to use their imaginations, and apologizing for the limitations of the performance. 














