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Writing the Research Paper Introduction

1.  1-2 Sentences

Attention Grabber/Lead In 

Choose a quotation (from a quotation book, song, other) or write a bold statement about your topic.  The first sentence should have enough impact to “grab” your reader’s attention.  

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  2 Sentences


Clarification
Define and/or clarify the quotation or bold statement you used.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  5 or more sentences


Background information 

Set up; prep the reader for your paper.  May include any or all of the following:  


- Introduction to subtopics

 
- Tags, labels


- Further clarification

- Definition of terms 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Last Sentence(s)


Thesis Statement 

Your argument- What you will be proving!

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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