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The Neolithic Revolution (Agricultural Revolution/New Stone Age) 10,000 BC
About 10,000 years ago, one of the great turning points (permanent change or revolution) in human history occurred.

*I. People began to change from hunter-gathers to producers of food.

II. Two important developments brought this about:

A. people learned how to grow food

B. herd animals – goats, sheep, cattle (domestication)
III. Anthropologists believed this change may first occurred in the Middle East (continent of Asia- Iran/Iraq/Jordan/Syria/Israel)
IV. Wherever agriculture (farming) was introduced

A. people no longer had to wander in search of food

B. build permanent homes and villages

C. population grew (because of increased food supply)
V. Benefits and Problems

A. able to grow more food than they had been able to gather or hunt (benefit)

B. more vulnerable to attack by other groups (settled in one area)

The beginning of wars
C. Two new social classes emerged:

1) Warriors – village had to be defended

2) Priests – conduct religious rituals to protect the crops and village from danger
Impact of Agricultural (Neolithic) Revolution

 
More food leads to these changes:

1) Permanent Settlements- People lived together in villages
2) New Social Classes- People have to go to war over recourses. Chiefs and headmen emerge, some gain prestige as warriors.

3) New Technology- New tools and skills developed to meet their basic needs such as plows, metal tools/weapons, and wheels.

Effect of the Neolithic Revolution

Old Stone Age: People were wandering hunter/gathers with no established communities (NOMADS).
· People had few specialized skills

· People had to search for food

New Stone Age: People were farmers, animal herders with permanent homes in permanent villages (cities)
· People developed farming, pottery sewing skills

· People had an available source of food and labor (crops and domesticated animals / jobs became specialized)
Cause:  Warm weather allowed plants to grow, where before only snow and ice. 

Effect: 10,000 BC People able to grow food and domesticate animals. Now people can live in permanent locations, no longer have to wander in search of food and could live in permanent settlements.
