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The Commack School District Mission Statement  

 
Within the context of a caring community of learners, 

our primary mission is to provide an exemplary learning experience 
that will allow each child to acquire the necessary knowledge, skills, attitudes, 

and values to become a successful, contributing member within our school 



What your child will be taught in Second Grade  

This guide provides parents and guardians with an overview of the curriculum for 
second grade and provides a snapshot of the concepts and skills children will be 
taught in English Language Arts, mathematics, social studies, science, art, music, 
library, technology, physical education, health, and character education. The cur-
riculum of the Commack Public Schools follows the guidelines set forth by the 
New York State Department of Education (NYSED) and creates clear expecta-
tions for what your child should know and be able to do in these academic areas.  
Elementary teachers recognize that children develop at different rates socially, 
emotionally, and academically. Our program is designed to meet the needs of  all 
learners. Knowing what your child is learning strengthens the partnership between 
you and your child’s teachers.  

Reading 
 

Literature and Informational Text 

 Ask and answer questions to       
demonstrate an understanding of key 
details 

 Retell stories from various genres 

 Describe how characters respond to 
major events and challenges 

 Describe how words and phrases supply 
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, 
or song 

 Describe the overall structure of a story 

 Acknowledge differences in the point of 
view of characters 

 Use information gained from          
illustrations and words to demonstrate 
understanding of its characters, setting, 
and plot 

 Compare and contrast two or more 
versions of the same story 

 Read and comprehend literature from 
all genres 

 Identify the main topic of a            
multi-paragraph text 

 Know and use various texts  
 

Phonics and Recognition 

 Apply grade-level phonic and word 
analysis skills in decoding words 

 

Fluency 

 Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension 

Writing 
 

 Write a well-elaborated opinion, 
informative/explanatory and    
narrative text 

 With guidance and support from 
adults and peers, children will 
strengthen their ability to plan, 
revise, edit, and publish writing 

 
Grammar and Usage 

 Collective nouns 

 Irregular plural nouns 

 Reflexive pronouns 

 Adjective and adverbs 

 Know and apply capitalization,  
  punctuation, and spelling 
 

Vocabulary 

 Determine the meaning of unknown 
and multiple meaning words based  
on grade-level reading and content 

 Demonstrate an understanding of  
  word meanings and connections  
  between words 

English Language Arts 
 

The program is based on the foundation that children learn through rich, meaningful, 
and developmentally appropriate experiences with print. Our classrooms are rich with 
literature that provides children with the opportunity to expand listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing.  

Listening/Speaking 
 

 Participate in collaborative  
conversation about grade-level  
topics 

 Follow rules for group         
discussions 

 Build on others’ talk in        
conversations and asks for  
clarification and further       
explanation when needed 

 Present ideas clearly using  
appropriate vocabulary,       
grammar, voice, and eye-contact 



Mathematics  

The program is structured on the principle that 
children are able to apply and adapt acquired 
mathematical ideas to new situations when they 
develop conceptual understanding. Conceptual 
understanding is understanding the ‘why’ in 
mathematics. Allowing children time to progress 
with concrete materials, followed by visual rep-
resentations, will develop a strong number sense 
and a conceptual understanding.  
 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Represent and solve problems involving addition and 
subtraction 

 Add and subtract within 1000 

 Work with equal groups of objects to gain            
foundations for multiplication 

 
 
Number and Operations in Base Ten 

 Understand place value 

 Use place value understanding and properties of 
operations to add and subtract 

 

Measurement and Data 

 Measure and estimate lengths in standard units 

 Relate addition and subtraction to length 

 Represent and interpret data 
 
Geometry 

 Reason with shapes and their attributes 
 

 

Social Studies 
 

Social 
Community Changes:  

 Compare rural, urban, and suburban communities 

 Compare and contrast past and present communities locally 
and globally 

 Develop an acceptance and appreciation of the differences 
    within and between communities 
 

Political 
Citizenship and Civic Life: 

 Discuss current events 

 Understand the significance of the American Flag  

 

Government 

 Understand that citizens participate in decision making, 
problem solving, and conflict resolution 

 Understand that people develop rules and laws 

 Understand that communities elect leaders  

 
Economic 
Needs and Wants/Factors of Production 

 Understand that communities provide facilities and  
services to help meet the needs and wants of the people 
who live there 

 Understand there are producers and consumers 
Economic Systems 

 Understand communities collect taxes to provide services 
and that they determine what is needed 

 

Geography 

 Locate and name oceans and continents 

 Define basic map terms: compass rose, map key, equator, 
and poles 

 

Historical Events 

 Understand the historic figures who exemplify America
  

Science 
 

Inquiry Skills 

 Demonstrate safety in science 

 Organize and communicate observations, questions   
and conclusions 

 

Living Environment 

 Distinguish between living and non-living 

 Investigate how animals adapt to best survive in their 
environment 

 Understand there are different groupings of animals 
based on similar characteristics 

 Investigate how animals adapt to live in different 
habitats/ecosystems 

 Discover that some plants depend on animals for 
pollination and seed dispersal 

Physical Science 

 Discover that scientists classify different kinds of 
materials based on their observable properties 

 Uncover that temperature affects the state of matter  
(solid or liquid) 

 Test and analyze data to determine which materials 
have the properties that are best suited for an intend-
ed purpose  

Technology 
 

 Demonstrate an awareness of research choices to 
access information 

 Use the computer to practice academic skills learned 

 Demonstrate knowledge of word processing 

 Interact with software that encourages higher level 
thinking 

 
 
 
 
 
Library 
 

 Understand organization of library 

 Become aware of the various genres of literature 

 Understand purpose and use of the Destiny Online 
Catalog 

 Utilize organizational aspects of nonfiction books to 
locate information 

 Follow guidelines for safe internet use (i-Safe) 

 



Art 

 

Art provides children with opportunities 
to further creative expression and build 
language. Children will build self esteem 
through positive art experiences. 
 

 Use a variety of materials and mediums 
to enhance motor skills 

 Develop more advanced concepts of 
color, forms, texture, line, and spatial 
relations 

 Learn to appreciate the work of       
famous artists 

 Create multidimensional art projects 
 Participate in visits with artists 
 
 

Music 

 

Music also provides children with  
opportunities for creative expression and 
movement. 

 

 Learn that melodies may step, skip, or 
repeat and are related to a scale 

 Recognize that rhythms may be grouped 
into units of 2, 3, or 4 

 Continue to learn about different types of 
music and instruments and composers 

 Recognize that music has different 
forms, sounds or timbres, and styles 

Physical Education 

 

Physical Education provides children 
with the opportunity to learn the im-
portance of exercise and good sports-
manship.  

 

 Develop spatial awareness 
 Learn about safety, following rules, and 

playing fairly 
 Learn to work cooperatively and take 

turns 
 Develop motor skills such as skipping, 

running, and galloping, etc. 
 Develop skills used in various sports, 
   such as throwing, etc. 

Health and Character Education 

 

Children will learn to make decisions 
regarding healthy behaviors. 
 

 Continue to learn about nutrition, healthy 
life choices, and the dangers of drug and 
alcohol abuse 

 Continue to learn about safety, first aid, 
and cleanliness 

 Continue to learn to demonstrate the 
importance of character: courtesy,    
honesty, attaining pride, responsibility, 
accountability, compassion, tolerance, 
endurance, and respect 

Movement in the Arts 
 

Movement in the Arts provides extra time for children during their 
school day to positively harness their energy, creates a healthy 
space to tap into their mindfulness, and aides in the success of 
their progress both in and out of their learning environment. 
 

  Develop healthy strategies to promote overall success using 
physical, musical, and artistic outlets  

 Demonstrates cooperative learning while promoting good sports-
manship and positive social behavior  

 Establishes confidence while learning the importance of main-
taining a healthy lifestyle  

 Develops lifelong tools utilizing mindfulness to combat anxiety 
and stress  

 Introduces basic movements, cooperative games, fitness, dance, 
drumming and yoga  

 Develops the student’s ability to control their body movements 
and minds  



Guidelines for Homework Best Practice: Commack UFSD 

Second Grade -Specific Guidelines 

The following Guidelines for Homework Best Practices have been designed by Commack 
educators. Classroom teachers make important instructional decisions every day. These 
decisions are based on the specific needs of each child and can result in individualized 
differentiated homework assignments that may vary from, but continue to reflect, the 
guidelines as necessary and appropriate. 

Homework Defined 

Any assignment, written or otherwise, to be completed outside of the classroom.  

Purpose and Benefits of Homework 

The purpose of homework is the reinforcement, extension, and/or application of 
content and skills previously taught in school.  

The Commack School District recognizes that homework may provide further 
benefits to students and their families. These may include the following:  

 Providing families with insight regarding each child's learning;  

 Developing responsibility and accountability;   

 Fostering independent learning;  

 Offering opportunities for confidence building; and 

 Strengthening executive functioning skills (time management  
 and organization).      

Important Notes About Second Grade Homework 

 As the year progresses, the children grow and mature. They develop more 
skills and gain stamina.  Therefore, it is appropriate that homework may look 
different in June than it does in September. Homework may change in fre-
quency and complexity. 

 Other than specifically-designed, long-term assignments, homework is intend-
ed to be completed on a daily basis and reviewed in a timely manner. 

 Although children all work at different paces, second grade homework is gen-
erally intended to add approximately twenty to twenty-five minutes of aca-
demic reinforcement outside the classroom. This means that on nights when 
homework is assigned, second graders may spend approximately twenty to 
twenty-five minutes on daily homework assignments.  This is inclusive of writ-
ten assignments, activities, and/or reading. Homework may or may not be 
assigned every night. 

 Parents are strongly encouraged to contact the teacher if second graders are 
consistently spending more than twenty-five minutes on daily homework. 



What Does Homework Look Like for a Second Grade Student In Commack? 

 Homework reinforces concepts/skills taught in the classroom. Some home-
work assignments are directly related to current concepts of study and some 
are designed as review for concepts/skills taught earlier in the year. Homework 
is developmentally appropriate with clear directions and well-defined expecta-
tions. Clear directions should be provided so families can provide support. 

 Homework takes a variety of forms and structures.  Typical daily assignments 
for a second grade student in Commack may include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

Math 

 Math worksheet/workbook page (published or teacher created); and 

 Math activities with manipulatives (place value chart, ones /tens blocks, rulers, 
dice, money, clocks). 

English Language Arts (ELA) 

 English Language Arts worksheet/workbook page (published or teacher creat-
ed);  

 Spelling flash cards, coupons, notebook work, activities; and 

 Other content areas such as science, social studies, and social-emotional learn-
ing are often reinforced through ELA activities. 

Long-Term Projects 

Long-term projects are defined as an activity assigned and due back at a certain date 

in the future that may require adult supervision and support. The project will have a 

clearly stated purpose and expectations. 
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