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Social Studies Department







 Commack High School

IB History of the Americas I HL






 Mr. Biagi
CLASS PROCEDURES
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	“History is a guide to navigation in perilous times. History is who we are and why we are the way we are.”
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 David C. McCullough
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Welcome to your IB History HL I for the 2018-2019 school year! The successful completion of this full year course is required for high school graduation. IB History of the Americas is a fast-paced survey of American History, as well as the rest of the Western Hemisphere, beginning with the colonial period (1600s) and ending with contemporary times (21stCentury). This course is intended to provide students with a general understanding of United States and hemispheric history and to prepare students for the end of course New York State Regents Examination in United States History and Government. The goal is to create an awareness of how these events shaped the country and region in which we live today. I look forward to working with you and hope that we can enjoy a very successful school year! 

We will be exploring many different concepts and time periods that will include: 

Colonial Foundations 


Constitutional Foundations 
Expansion, Nationalism, and Sectionalism 
Causes of the Civil War 

Post-Civil War Era 

The Rise of American Power Prosperity Great 

Depression 



World War II 


The Cold War Social and Economic Change 
United States in a Globalizing World

Aims of the IB History Program
1. The acquisition and understanding of historical knowledge in breadth and in depth, and across different cultures. 
2. The understanding of history as a discipline, including the nature and diversity of its sources, methods and interpretations. 
3. International understanding by promoting empathy with, and respect for, people living in different places and at different times. 
4. A better understanding of the present through an understanding of the past. 
5. An appreciation of the historical dimension of the human condition. 
6. A lasting interest in history. 

Objectives of the Higher Level IB History Program
1. Demonstrate historical understanding through the acquisition, selection and effective use of knowledge.

2. Present clear, concise, logical, and relevant arguments. 
3. Evaluate, interpret and use source material critically as historical evidence. 
4. Identify and evaluate different approaches to, and interpretations of the past. 
5. Explain the causes and effects of historical continuity and change. 

Textbook
Danzer, Gerald A, et al. The Americans. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell, 2012. Print. 

Required Materials 
A three-ring binder with a separate folder for Social Studies is best. All materials must be kept for the entire year to prepare for the Regents in June. Always have a pen and some loose-leaf paper available and a pencil on test days. Additionally, a colored highlighter will be used often during class meetings

Behavior Expectations 
1. Respect yourself, others and school property. Raise your hand before speaking, and listen to your classmates. 
2. Be on time to class and prepared with the necessary assignments and materials every day. 
3. Participate positively in class discussions and activities, including cooperative and independent assignments. 
4. No use of cell phones in class, this will severely affect your participation grade. 
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to be present every class to ensure they are gaining a complete understanding of the course material. 

· Students are expected to be in their seats, ready to work before the bell rings. If you must be late, please bring a valid pass or it will be marked illegal. Three illegal late arrivals to class equal one cut… school policy!

· If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and make up any work. Failure to do so may result in a zero on any assignment or exam missed Please refer to the portion of this syllabus, marked Class Website, for further information. 
Academic Dishonesty

Copying assignments and looking at someone else’s exam are forms of cheating. Plagiarism is when you submit work that is not your own without citing references. Anyone engaged in cheating or plagiarism will receive a grade of zero for that assignment or exam and face disciplinary action according to the Commack Union Free School District policy. 
Grading Policy
· Exams (40%): Exams will be given at least twice per marking period. They will consist of multiple-choice questions modeled from the New York State Regents Exam and the AP Exam, document scaffolding questions, and an essay (Modeled off of Paper 1 or Paper3). 
· Projects (20%): Students will have the opportunity to show individual critical thinking and analysis through projects. A variety of projects will be assigned throughout the course of the school year. Projects may be assigned as individual or group projects. Projects may start in class but will require time outside of the class period for research and completion. 
· Quizzes (20%): Quizzes will be given regularly; they can be announced or unannounced. Quizzes may be in the form of multiple-choice, vocabulary, short answer, and/or an on demand task (ODT) assignment that will be used to evaluate your understanding of the material we are learning. Homework may also be collected and graded as a quiz, but you will be notified prior to the assignment due date. 
· Homework (15%): Homework assignments will be assigned on a regular basis (3-4 times per week). These assignments will vary from reading, writing, analyzing, etc., and may be used to review material learned that day or to introduce concepts for the following class. Homework will be graded based on the provided “Homework Rubric”

All students were provided with an agenda to help with organization. It is strongly recommended that students record all assignments in these books. Please check these regularly to keep track upcoming assignments. 
· Participation (5%): It’s a fact! The more you participate and become engaged within the classroom, the better your understanding of the material will be. I will make sure that the classroom is an open environment that encourages every student to express their views and ideas, so feel free to speak up and be heard! With that in mind, I have instituted a cell phone policy. If I see your cell phone out during class (whether you are using it or not) I will take one point off your participation grade for that marking period. 
Extra-Help

Extra-help is offered every Wednesday before school (6:45-7:20am) and after-school (2:30-3:00pm) in the Student Council Office which is in the back corner of the Cafeteria (next to the School Store). Other opportunities can be arranged by appointment. 
I truly look forward to working with each of you to make this an educational, enlightening, and fun academic year! I wish you the best of luck in this and all of your classes.
· Mr. Eric Biagi
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Student & Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement: 

I understand have read and understand the rigor and expectations of IB Hitsory of the Americas I and by signing below agree to abide by the procedures and policies of the course instructor, the International Baccalaureate Program and the Commack High School Code of Conduct. 

Student Name Printed: 

_______________________________________________

Student Signature:


_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name Printed: 
_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:
_______________________________________________
