
	CHARACTER
	WHAT HE CARRIED
	What this says about him

	Ted Lavender
	· Tranquilizers

· 6 or 7 oz. premium dope (a necessity)

· 34 rounds of ammunition – more than any other soldier (10 oz./round)

· flak jacket, helmet, rations, water, toilet paper, tranquilizers, unweighed fear
	

	Norman Bowker
	· diary

· thumb presented to him as a gift from Mitchell Sanders, cut from a 14 or 15-yr.-old VC corpse (4 oz. at most)
	 

	Rat Kiley
	· Comic books

· Canvas satchel filled with morphine, plasma, malaria tablets, surgical tape, and all the things a medic must carry, including M&Ms (total nearly 20 lbs)

· brandy
	

	Kiowa
	· Illustrated New Testament given to him by his father

· His grandmother’s distrust of the white man

· His grandfather’s old feathered hunting hatchet

· A pair of moccasins for silence
	

	Lee Strunk
	· Slingshot

· Tanning lotion
	

	Mitchell Sanders
	· Condoms

· PRC-25 radio (26 lbs w/ battery)

· Brass knuckles

· Set of starched tiger fatigues for special occasions
	

	Henry Dobbins
	· Extra rations (esp. canned peaches in heavy syrup over pound cake)

· M-60 (23 lbs unloaded, but almost always loaded)

· 10-15 lbs of ammunition draped in belts across his chest and shoulders

· pantyhose wrapped around his neck as a comforter

· Black Flag insecticide
	

	Dave Jensen
	· Toothbrush, dental floss

· several hotel-sized bars of soap he’d stolen on R&R in Sydney

· 3 pairs of socks and a can of Dr. Scholl’s foot powder

· night-sight vitamins high in carotene

· earplugs

· rabbit’s foot

· empty sandbags that could be filled at night for added protection
	

	Lieutenant Cross
	· Letters from Martha (4 oz.)

· His love for Martha

· Two photographs of Martha (1 Kodacolor snapshot signed Love, one from 1968 Mt. Sebastian yearbook)

· A compass, maps, code books, binoculars, and a .45-caliber pistol (2.9 lbs fully loaded)

· A strobe light and the responsibility for the lives of his men

· A simple pebble – a good-luck charm from Martha (1 oz. at most)

· The blame for Ted Lavender’s death.  Guilt.
	


	CHARACTER
	WHAT HE CARRIED

	ALL
of

THEM
	· P-38 can openers, pocket knives, heat tabs, wristwatches, dog tags, mosquito repellent, chewing gum, candy, cigarettes, salt tablets, packets of Kool-Aid, lighters, matches, sewing kits, Military Payment Certificates, C rations, 2 or 3 canteens of water (together, 15-20 lbs)

· Steel helmets (5lbs including the liner and camo cover)

· Standard fatigue jackets and trousers

· Jungle boots (2.1 lbs)

· Steel-centered, nylon-covered flak jacket (6.7 lbs)

· At least one large compress bandage

· Green plastic poncho (almost 2 lbs)

· Photographs

· M-16 gas-operated assault rifle (7.5 lbs unloaded, 8.2 lbs loaded with full 20-round magazine)

· 12-20 magazines, usually in cloth bandoliers (8.4 lbs – 14 lbs)

· M-16 maintenance gear (when available – rods, steel brushes, swabs, tubes of LSA oil – all about 1 lb.)

· Whatever presented itself/whatever seemed appropriate as a means of killing or staying alive:  M-14s, CAR-15s, Swedish Ks, grease guns, captured AK-47s, Chi-Coms, RPGs, Simonov carbines, black market Uzis, .38-caliber Smith & Wesson handguns, 66mm LAWs, shotguns, silencers, blackjacks, bayonets, C-4 plastic explosives

· Fragmentation grenades (14 oz. each)

· At least one M-18 colored smoke grenade (24 oz)

· All they could bear, and then some, including a silent awe for the terrible power of the things they carried

· By mission:  mosquito netting, machetes, canvas tarps, extra bug juice

· Everything they could (if mission hazardous)

· 28-lb. mine detector (took turns)

· Ghosts

· 1-lb. blocks of pentrite high explosives, 4 blocks to a man, 68 lbs. in all

· wiring, detonators, battery-powered clackers

· USO stationery, pencils, pens

· Sterno, safety pins, trip flares, signal flares, spools of wire, razor blades, chewing tobacco, liberated joss sticks and statuettes of the smiling Buddha, candles, grease pencils, The Stars and Stripes, fingernail clippers, Psy Ops leaflets, bush hats, bolos

· Hot chow in green marmite cans and large canvas bags filled with iced beer and soda pop (2X/wk)

· Plastic water containers, each w/ 2-gallon capacity

· Took turns:  PRC-77 scrambler radio (30 lbs. w/ battery)

· Weight of memory

· Each other, the wounded or the weak

· Infections

· Chess sets, basketballs, Vietnamese-English dictionaries, insignia of rank, Bronze stars and Purple Hearts,  plastic cards imprinted with the Code of Conduct

· Diseases, among them malaria and dysentery

· Lice, ringworm, leeches, paddy algae, various roots and molds

· The land itself – Vietnam, the place, the soil

· The sky

· The whole atmosphere, the humidity, the monsoons, the stink of fungus and decay, gravity

· Their own lives

· They carried themselves with poise, a kind of dignity

· All the emotional baggage of men who might die – grief, terror, love, longing

· Shameful memories

· Common secret of cowardice barely restrained, the instinct to run or freeze or hide

· Their reputations

· The soldier’s greatest fear, the fear of blushing

· By and large they carried these things inside, maintaining the masks of composure (22)



	CHARACTER
	WHAT HE CARRIED

	SOME

of

THEM
	· M-79 grenade launcher (5.9 lbs unloaded)

· 25 rounds of ammunition (10 oz/round)

· Claymore antipersonnel mine (3.5 lbs. w/ firing device)

· CS or tear gas grenades

· White phosphorus grenades

· Some carried themselves with a sort of wistful resignation, others with pride or stiff soldierly discipline or good humor or macho zeal



