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The Class of 2021 Success Story
Congratulations to our 527
graduates in the Class of 2021!
This year’s commencement ceremony embraced the countless accomplishments and milestones of
our seniors, despite their atypical
senior year due to the pandemic.

the event. Master of ceremonies,
Jim Desmond, along with Rich
Suchopar, announced each student as class advisors Kristie
McManus and Andrea Beatty welcomed the students to the podium
to accept their diplomas from

SENIOR HIGHLIGHTS
GraduaƟon Rate
97.1%
Total Regents Diplomas
99.2%
Total Advanced Regents Diplomas
78.2%
Graduates AƩending College
93.6%
Total Value of Scholarships
$35,668,668
Graduates Receiving Scholarships/Awards
266
Graduates Entering the Military
4
NaƟonal Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists/Finalists
4
NaƟonal Merit Scholarship Commended Students
17
New York State Merit Scholarship Nominees
12
President’s Award for EducaƟonal Excellence
and Achievement
228
The ceremony was held
h ld att Stony
St
Brook University instead of the
High School, enabling many more
parents and guests to attend and
celebrate. The large video screen
enabled close-up live video viewing during the event, and a slide
show of high school events was
previewed before the ceremony
began. The entire ceremony is
available for viewing on the Commack website - just click the Video
button on the home page.
The commencement ceremony included esteemed speakers
from administration, the Board of
Education, and our student academic leaders. Student musicians
from the High School Band and
ICA Vocal Ensemble enhanced

Board
B d off Education
Ed
ti members.
b
We are proud to announce
that more than 10% of the class
earned the prestigious International Baccalaureate Diploma,
a rigorous and unique program
available to all students that helps
develop strong academic, social,
and emotional characteristics.
The Class of 2021 proved
their worth by collectively amassing over $35 million in scholarships to universities and colleges.
More than 93% will be attending
college, while others will be involved in technical training, the
armed forces, or entering the
workforce.
We wish our graduates a
bright and successful future!

First Day of School
September 9, 2021
Class Assignments/Schedules are
posted on the Parent Portal
for:
Primary Schools
Intermediate Schools
Commack Middle School
Commack
Class
Highlights High School
Check the Back to School pages for more information!
www.commackschools.org/backtoschool.aspx

Commack High School’s Top Cohort Group
In addition to the 90 students highlighted in the last issue of the Courier, these scholars in the Class of 2021 achieved final grade-point
averages that exceeded 100% and were added to the Class of 2021 Top Cohort group. Congratulations!

Jennifer Andrews

Sydney Aranoﬀ

Stephanie Capito

Nicholas DeGioia

Kayla Gaudreault

Julia Hanson

Stony Brook University

University of
Michigan - Ann Arbor

Sacred Heart University

Long Island University

Pennsylvania State
University-Main Campus

Suﬀolk County Community
College-Western Campus

Stephanie Hatem

Hailey Katz

Jun Ko

Cole Margarites

Jessica Portela

Isabelle Proto

Long Island University

University of Miami

University of
Michigan - Ann Arbor

Binghamton University

Molloy College

Binghamton University

Jillian Schulman

Shaina Spinner

Justin Stern

Krystal Taveras

Ashley Werfel

Ohio State UniversityMain Campus

Binghamton University

Ohio State University-Main
Campus

University of MarylandCollege Park

Ohio State UniversityMain Campus

Summer 2021 Projects and Upgrades
District residents passed a Bond
Project in 2019, which at no cost to
the community includes necessary
repairs and replacements for many
of our half-century-old buildings. This
summer, after approval by New York
State was granted, phase one of the
multi-year project has begun, with
most phase one work scheduled to be
completed before the start of school in
September.
Original student and faculty bathrooms at North Ridge, Wood Park,
Rolling Hills and Commack Middle
School were completely remodeled.
The parking lot and walkways at North
Ridge were redone. Rolling Hills has
a new sign in front of the building. At
the Middle School, upgrades include
a new turf football field, track, and
bleachers. Roof repairs/upgrades
were done at Cedar Road and the

Middle School. Boilers were replaced
at the Long Acres and Old Farms
rental properties, and new fencing at
Commack High School is being erected on Scholar Lane.
The most noticeable item in the
District’s eﬀort to be totally independent energy-wise are the solar canopies going up in the front parking lot
at Commack Middle School. This effort will save the District hundreds of
thousands of dollars, and is part of the
District’s third Energy Performance
Contract (also at no cost to the taxpayers). Solar panels are already installed on Indian Hollow, North Ridge,
Rolling Hills and the Middle School,
With the additional solar installations
at CMS, our schools will generate
enough electricity via solar power to
supply the entire District and to go “oﬀ
the grid.”

Solar panel installation is complete at Commack High School.

Walkways and parking lots
were upgraded at North Ridge.

Solar canopy installation at
Commack Middle School.

Sports, music, art, science,
literature, engineering, and
a very special discovery
camp were oﬀered free
this summer for Commack
students. Federal funding
helped provide the children
with a way to reconnect
with each other in a school
environment to learn new
skills and to have FUN!

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Thursday, September 9, 2021
Back to School Packets & the 2021-2022
School Calendar are posted on the website!

9-11 Night of Remembrance
Commack High School
Heroes Memorial Track
6:00 p.m. All Welcome!
BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETINGS
Thursday, September 9, 2021
Hubbs Administration Center at 8:00 p.m.*
Thursday, October 14, 2021
Commack High School at 7:30 p.m.*
*The Board will convene at 6:30 p.m. and is expected to
adjourn into Executive Session. Public
Meetings will commence at times stated above.

HOMECOMING
October 9, 2021 - Parade at 12:30 p.m.
followed by Alumni of Distinction
and team festivities
Football Game Kick-Off at 2:00 p.m.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Check out our Community Events page

www.commackschools.org

Daily events for the 2021-2022 school year are posted on
the Interactive Calendar on the Commack Website.
Please check often for event updates and
cancellations.
Follow us on Twitter and Instagram and see all the
wonderful people, events, and programs in the Commack
Schools!

Twitter: @CommackSchools
Instagram @CommackSD
www.commackschools.org

Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Commack Union Free School District does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, creed, ethnicity, national
origin, citizenship status, age, marital status, partnership status, disability, predisposing genetic characteristics, sexual orientation, gender (sex), military status,
veteran status, domestic violence victim status or political affiliation, and additionally does not discriminate against students on the basis of weight, gender identity,
gender expression, and religious practices or any other basis prohibited by New York State and/or federal non-discrimination laws in employment or its programs
and activities. The District provides equal access to community and youth organizations.

Community, Staff, and Parents!
Community members and parents can hear about
community events, fundraisers, District Board of Education
and Budget meetings, receive sex oﬀender notifications and
more by signing up for Community Connect Email The
link to sign up is under the Community News button on the
home page of the website.
Another major means of improving our communications is the new Commack School District App - have you
downloaded it to your smartphone or tablet? It is available
at the App Store or Google Apps and is another way to stay
“in-the-know” about District or school happenings through
push notifications right to your device. The app also makes
navigating the District website more eﬃcient by having
targeted links for each school like lunch menus, calendars,
and teacher websites.

Back to
School
Checklis t

•

SchoolMessenger App for Parents - The
SchoolMessenger App provides access to all the
messages and information sent by the Commack
School District. Accessible from any internet-enabled
device, the app visually displays and organizes
alerts, notifications, and attachments for easy review
and reference, and allows you to customize how
you receive communications from our schools and
District.

•

The Back to School Section on the website lists District information for all parents, as well as pages for
your individual school(s).

•

Check out important updates on the website, including
school visitation dates, Day 1 and Day 2 schedules
for Commack Middle and High School, PTA and
SEPTA membership information, lunch and breakfast
menus, community events and much, much more!

•

All information for parents - click on the Parent button!

•

Don’t forget to update your email address in the
Parent Portal if it has changed. For assistance in accessing the Parent Portal: parentportal@commack.
k12.ny.us

For detailed instructions, click the Parent button on the
home page of the website.

•

Parents! Opt in for text messaging by sending a text
to 67587 and typing a Y as the message. This will
enable you to receive texts as well as emails for
school-parent messages. For help, email webmaster@commack.k12.ny.us

patience
flexibility
deep breaths
calmness

Once you’ve created your account, the records
associated with your email address will be linked
automatically. You can then:
•
View the records associated with your account.
•
Review the last 30 days worth of messages for
all your children.
•
View your contact information, and configure
how you’d like to receive notifications.

School Supply List for 2021-2022
humor
cooperation
encouragement
positivity

understanding
compassion
respect
kindness

Commack Board of Education:
Steven Hartman - President
Justin Varughese - Vice President
Trustees: William Hender, Susan
Hermer, and Gus Hueber

www.commackschools.org

Superintendent of Schools:
Dr. Donald A. James

