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 Four Commack High School 
seniors were named Semifi nalists 
in the 2021 National Merit Scholar-
ship Competition. The nationwide 
pool of Semifi nalists represents 
less than one percent of U.S. 
high school seniors and includes 
the highest-scoring students who 
took the Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT®). The PSAT 
serves as the  initial screening of 
program entrants in each state.
 Congratulations Kevin C., 
Paul P., Catherine T., and Jordan 
W., our academically talented high 
school seniors who will go on to 
compete for one of 7,600 National 
Merit Scholarships. Winners will 
be announced in the spring and 
will share in scholarships total-

ing more than $31 million. To be 
considered for a Merit Scholarship 
award, semifi nalist must fulfi ll ad-
ditional requirements to advance 
to the Finalist level of the competi-
tion.
 Merit Scholar designees are 
selected on the basis of their 
skills, accomplishments, and po-
tential for success in rigorous 
college studies, without regard to 
gender, race, ethnic origin, or reli-
gious preference.
 In the photos with the Semi-
fi nalists are: Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Donald James, Ex-
ecutive Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction Jordan Cox, Com-
mack High School Principal Leslie 
Boritz, and Director of Guidance 
Nicole Kregler. 

National Merit Semifi nalistsNational Merit Semifi nalists
From left to right: Mrs. Boritz, Kevin, Jordan, 

Mrs. Kregler, and Dr. James.

Jordan W. Paul P.Catherrine T.Kevin C.

From left to right: Mr. Cox, Mrs. Kregler, Catherine, Paul, and 
Mrs. Boritz.

So Happy to Be Back in School
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Dear Commack 
Community 
Members,

 On behalf of the 
Commack Board of 
Education, we wish 
you a healthy and 
safe holiday season 
and New Year.
 The Board 
worked with adminis-
tration and staff  since 
schools went virtual last 
spring, and our new school 
year is certainly one we will 
long remember. With the help 
of our wonderful parents, we 
were able to fully open the 
K-5 grade schools and create 
a hybrid model at our Middle 
School and High School. The 
Commack Model is working 
well and we are continually 
reviewing our processes. We 
are very appreciative of the 
dedication of all of our staff  
members, from our teachers 
to our school monitors to our 
security and IT teams, custo-
dians, secretaries, facilities 
crew, and of course, our sup-
port staff  and administrators. 
Everyone is working very 
hard to keep our students 
and staff  safe during this dif-
fi cult time.
     Please take advantage of 
all the ways to keep in contact 
with our school district. The 
Commack website is chock-

full of information for parents 
and the community. Follow 
us on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook for highlights from 
every school. Many of our 
events have gone virtual this 
year and our Board of Edu-
cation meetings are simul-
cast as well. Presentations, 
videos, and photos are also 
posted on the website. Just 
click the District Offi  ce button 
and then Board of Education.
 Board Goals were adopt-
ed by the Board and please 
check the website for our up-
dated goals.  
 The Board of Education 
always welcomes feedback 
from our community. Your 
best method of communica-
tion is to email us at boe@
commack.k12.ny.us. 

 Happy Holidays!

     Steve Hartman
         BOE President
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 Since schools closed due to 
the pandemic in March, the Dis-
trict has provided laptops and 
Chromebooks to staff  and stu-
dents that needed them. Includ-
ed in this year’s school budget, 
every student received a new 
device, totalling more than 6,000 
Chromebooks, for use at home 
and in school. 
 Teachers and teacher assis-
tants received personal laptops 
for use in school and for virtual 
instruction. All devices were dis-
tributed and it’s exciting to see 
how adept even our youngest 
students are on their computers.
 At Indian Hol-
low, students in Mrs. 
Fox’s classes have 
become Chrome-
book experts (photo 
above). Each day 
they log into their 
Google accounts and 
their classroom. Us-
ing their virtual word 
rings, they practice 
“trick words” and the new con-

cepts they are learning dur-
ing their Fundations lessons. 
The students also log into their 
Raz-Kids accounts and prac-
tice reading! They are able to 
select stories that interest them 
and answer questions to dem-
onstrate comprehension skills. 
They get to decorate their cus-
tom avatar and earn stars for a 
job well done!
 Kudos to our eight-person 
technology department,  who 
unpacked, inventoried, encased, 
transported, and distributed the 
Chromebooks to every student 
in the district. 

At Indian Hollow - fi rst graders 
using their Chromebooks.

Excited Commack Middle 
schoolers on distribution day.

 During the week of October 26, 
the District participated in Red Ribbon 
Week. Red Ribbon Week is the per-
fect time to teach children in our school 
community the importance of making 
the right choices when faced with diffi  -
cult decisions. Students also celebrated 
making good choices in order to main-
tain good health. 
 At Rolling Hills, each day the stu-
dents and staff  participated by dress-
ing up to a diff erent theme of the day. 
Staff  and students wore red or pink or 
hearts to celebrate the theme, “Love 

Yourself and Make Great Choices.”  
They wore sweatpants because, “Mak-
ing Good Choices is no Sweat!”  Spirit 
Day helped students and staff  “Show 
Their Love for Rolling Hills and for Your-
self.” Everyone wore a super-hero shirt 
to show how they “Have the Power to 
Make Healthy Choices!” and for the fi -
nal day of Red Ribbon Week, the staff  
and students wore costumes to “Cel-
ebrate and Cheer for Good Choices.”  
During the week the classes contrib-
uted to a school wide bulletin board and 
a healthy choice chain!

Red Ribbon Week - Making Healthy Choices

mailto:boe@commack.k12.ny.us
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Well this certainly has been 
a very diff erent start to the school 
year! We owe a debt of gratitude 
to every single person who con-
tributed to the planning and imple-
mentation of the academic pro-
gram, and to those that continue 
to work so hard to ensure its suc-
cess.
 The intensive planning  began 
immediately as schools closed 
in the spring, as we developed 
a number of scenarios before 
adopting the Commack Model 
that allows for as much in-person 
classroom  instruction as much as 
possible under the health depart-
ment guidelines. Simultaneously 
we gathered PPE supplies, rede-
signed classroom spaces, pur-
chased sneeze guards for every 
desk, installed thermal scanners 
and sanitizing stations, and inves-
tigated every possible way to keep 
our schools and buses disinfected 
and safe. Know that our every ef-
fort and intent is to get all students 
back into the school buildings ev-
ery day, safely.
    Again, many thanks to the 
parents who volunteered to drive 
their children to school so social 
distancing can be maintained on 
our buses. Considering all the 
moving parts, and ever-changing 
conditions that Covid presents us, 
we continued to operate effi  ciently 
and in the best interests of our 
students, both academically and 
socially.    
      In addition to our work main-
taining a safe teaching and learn-
ing environment, we continue to 
work on any number of projects 
including our third Energy Effi  cien-
cy Project. When complete, I’m 
proud to say we will be completely 
“off  the grid” for electric service in 
each school building. Solar panels 
on most of our buildings are com-
plete, and we are awaiting instal-
lation of overhead parking arrays 
in the parking lot at the Middle 
School. New energy effi  cient 
lighting, windows, doors, boilers,  
roofs, and  two co-generators are 
already complete. All of this has 
been done within the parameters 
of DOH guidelines and at no time 
have contractors come into con-
tact with students. Regarding the 
Bond Issue approved by voters 
last year, we are in the infancy 
stages and have recently begun 
reviewing SED approval for some 

projects. 
In fact, 
s e v e r a l 
are about 
to go 
to “bid” 
s h o r t l y , 
with an-
t ic ipated 
construc-
tion start 
d a t e s 
as soon 
as the 
spring/summer.
    We are still facing challenging 
times and uncertainty regarding 
State aid for 2020-21 and 2021-
22, and internal budgeting for 
the 2021-2022 school year has 
already begun (as always we will 
conduct “zero-based” budgeting 
and remain as frugal as possible). 
Regarding advocacy for State aid 
(among other things), the Com-
mack Legislative Advocacy Com-
mittee welcomed new members, 
and continues its eff orts to relay 
the needs of our District to our 
representatives in Albany. 
 Finally, in an eff ort to raise 
capital and close the budget gap, 
the Board of Education is looking 
into the sale of one of our auxil-
iary properties (voter approval 
would be required to sell any Dis-
trict buildings). In that regard, are 
investigating the possible sale of 
Smith’s Lane school. Again, any 
sale of school property needs to 
be voter approved. Please stay 
tuned for more information in the 
near future. 
 As we continue to take pre-
cautions to prevent the pandemic 
from further spread, I encourage 
you to enjoy time with your family 
and to take care of yourself. Try a 
new board game, exercise, reach 
out and help others, or take up a 
new hobby. 
 I wish you a joyous holiday 
season, and as always, please 
feel free to contact me at any 
time. And don’t forget - wash your 
hands, wash your hands, wash 
your hands!!!
       Sincerely,

Dr. Donald  James
Superintendent

Commack Schools
@Commack_Supt

djames@commackschools.org

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETINGS

Meetings are Simulcast on the 
Commack Website

Thursday, December 17, 2020 - 8:00 p.m.*
Thursday, January 14, 2021 - 8:00 p.m.*
Thursday, February 11, 2021 - 8:00 p.m.*

Hubbs Administration Building 
*The Board will convene at 6:30 p.m. and is expected to 
adjourn into Executive Session. Public meetings will com-

mence at times stated above.

Schools Closed
December 24, 2020 - January 3, 2021

January 18, 2021
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

 Children who will be fi ve years old 
on or before 12/01/2021 are eligible 
for admission to Kindergarten for the 
2021-2022 school year. Kindergarten 
registration for these children will take 
place in January/February 2021 through 
our electronic registration system. 
 Information concerning this Kinder-
garten registration process will be sent in 
January.  If your child is eligible for Kinder-
garten and you do not receive a registra-
tion notice, please call Linda Caccamo in 
the Registration Offi  ce at (631) 912-2028.

Kindergarten Registrat ion K indergarten Registrat ion 
for  the 2021-2022 for  the 2021-2022 

School  YearSchool  Year

mailto:boe@commack.k12.ny.us
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 Congratulations to seventeen outstanding se-
niors at Commack High School, who were named 
“Commended Students” in the 2021 National Mer-
it® Scholarship Program. 
 Commended students placed among the top 
50,000 scorers of the more than 1.5 million stu-
dents who entered the  competition. Based on 
PSAT test scores, these students have demon-
strated outstanding potential for academic success 
and are recognized for their exceptional academic 
promise. 

National Merit Commended Students

DEVIN B.
ANNIKA C.
JASON C.
CONNOR D.
MATTHEW E.
KATERINA E.
ETHAN G.
ANNABELLE H.
MATTHEW L.

AMY L.
LUKE M.
NARUMICHI N.
KIERA S.
ROHAN S.
MICHAEL W.
WILLIAM Y.
CHAPIN Z.

 Commack High School senior Kiera S. is one of the fi rst authors 
on a manuscript identifying a diagnostic that can revolutionize man-
agement of fatty liver disease patients at risk for liver cancer. Her 
project, titled “Liver Biopsy Hydroxyproline Content is a Diagnostic 
for Hepatocellular Carcinoma in Nonalcoholic Steatohepatitis,” will 
be published in the journal Diagnostics. 
 Kiera is currently working on her own individual project identify-
ing transcriptional disease drivers targeting therapies for liver scar-
ring. Congratulations Kiera! In photo, science teacher and mentor, 
Jeanette Collette, and Kiera.

Congratulations to: 

Congratulating the students on this accomplishment are: 
Superintendent Dr. Donald James, Principal Leslie Boritz, and Director 
of Guidance Nicole Kregler. 

PUBLISHED!PUBLISHED! 
High School Student’s Revolutionary Research

 Two Commack High School senior art students 
had their artwork displayed at the Long Island Museum 
in Stony Brook this spring. The annual “Colors of Long 
Island” art exhibition features student works of art from 
127 schools across Long Island.
 Megan S. submitted a tall ceramic vessel titled 
“Peconic River Blues.” Art teacher Allison Razzano 
said, “This ceramic piece shows great textures and 
the repetition of shapes.  Her choice of blue and green 
glazes was inspired by nature.”
  “Erika K.’s acrylic painting titled, “La Pasticciera” 
connects her to her Italian heritage,” stated Mrs. Raz-
zano.   It is a depiction of a bakery in Italy focusing on 
the theme of celebration.
  Congratulations to Megan and Erika. The Com-
mack Art Department is very proud of their accomplish-
ments.

COLORS OF LONG ISLAND
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    Did you know socks are the least donated items 
to homeless shelters? Sawmill Intermediate School cel-
ebrated Crazy Sock Day to raise awareness and to share 
some colorful fun on a recent Friday. Everyone wore their 
brightest, funniest, and most awesome socks!
 As we prepare for the holidays, please remember 
those less fortunate, and donate a new, unused pair of 
socks to a local homeless shelter. 

Socktober Socktober 
at Sawmillat Sawmill

 Rolling Hills staff  and students took the opportunity 
to help those less fortunate. Each class created Thanks-
giving Happy meals to donate to the Long Island Cares 
food pantry in Hauppauge.  Each Happy Meal bag was 
decorated by a Rolling Hills student and contained food 
and a small toy. The children enjoyed taking part in this 
special project and took pride in helping others. 
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 Rolling Hills kindergarten students 
wrote thank you letters for Veterans 
Day.

 In Ms. Sherman and Ms. Du-
val’s kindergarten class at North 
Ridge, students read stories and 
learned important facts about Vet-
erans Day. To thank our esteemed 
veterans, the children created heart 
fl ags to symbolize  peace in our 
beautiful country - America! 

 Christine Schultz’s kindergarten and fi rst 
grade class at North Ridge Primary School read 
many stories about Veterans Day. The children 
learned about the diff erent branches of the mili-
tary and how they fi ght for our safety and freedom.  
Each child carefully made a solider puppet to show 
their appreciation for our veterans. 

HONORING OUR VETERANSHONORING OUR VETERANS
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 Wood Park fi rst grade students have been busy learning about 
the parts of a plant and what they need to grow in their science 
classes. They watched stop-action videos about plants, read 
books about plants and even planted their very own sunfl ower 
seeds.

 Burr fourth graders enjoyed constructing circuits during and 
learning about electricity. In photo, Avery Paul, Matthew Martins, 
and Alexa Critelli build simple circuits using a light bulb, battery, 
and wire. Students will be exploring electricity and magnetism dur-
ing the month of November. 

 Commack Science Research students 
spent their Veterans Day on a ZOOM call 
collaborating with Lawrenceville School 
students as part of an on-going Stan-X 
partnership. The Partnership is through the 
Seung Kim Laboratory at Stanford Univer-
sity School of Medicine, which teams up 
with several schools in the United States, 
as well as schools in the United Kingdom 
and Japan. 
 The students pictured above are part 
of the science research StanMack course 
at Commack, which off ers a unique expe-
rience for students to perform hands-on 
genetics research with the fruit fl y species, 

Drosophila melano-
gaster.
 In this course, 
students study fruit 
fl y genetics and 
are provided with 
the opportunity to 
make novel sci-
entifi c discoveries 
and generate data and resources that can 
be used by practicing scientists. The over-
arching goal is to fi nd possible treatments 
and better cures for neuroendocrine disor-
ders from diabetes to cancer. The course 
is spearheaded by Commack High School 

research teacher Jeanette Collette, and co-
taught with research teachers Robert Smul-
len and Jeanne Suttie. The three teachers 
each received training through Stanford 
University to teach this special program. 

Studying Science - Advancing Th rough the Grades

Click the Community Events link 
on the Commack Website for more 
events: www.commackschools.org

Follow us on 
Twitter: @Commack Schools
Instagram: @CommackSD

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US!
• Visit the Commack Website: www.commackschools.org
• Update your contact information in the Parent Portal
• Download the Commack App
• Download the School Messenger App
• Follow us on Twitter and Instagram
• Join the PTA

Click the PARENTS button on the top of the home page for lots more!

https://www.commackschools.org/
https://www.commackschools.org/
https://www.commackschools.org/Parents.aspx
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REQUIRED NOTICESREQUIRED NOTICES
Asbestos Notice
 The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act (AHERA) is a federal law enacted in 1987 
that requires all school districts to inspect and 
re-inspect for asbestos-containing building ma-
terials every three years. Our facilities have 
been inspected and response actions have been 
developed to ensure a continued safe environ-
ment for our students and employees. Activities 
include training of custodial and maintenance 
staff  to prevent disturbance of asbestos and pe-
riodical re-inspection and surveillance activities 
by trained personnel. The Asbestos Manage-
ment Plan, which is available for your review, is 
located in the District’s facilities offi  ce, as well 
as the Main Offi  ce of each school building. For 
further information, please contact the District’s 
asbestos designee, Stephanie Popky, at (631) 
858-3600.

Child Nutrition Programs
 Commack School District participates in the 
National School Lunch Program. The National 
School Lunch Program is a federally funded pro-
gram to assist schools financially in providing nu-
tritionally balanced meals to children each school 
day.  Commack School District must follow the 
federal and state nutritional guidelines in order to 
qualify and receive funding to offset the cost  of the 
meals and food items offered.

Notice of Non-Discrimination
 The Commack Union Free School District 
does not discriminate on the basis of an individu-
al’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, creed, 
ethnicity, national origin, citizenship status, age, 
marital status, partnership status, disability, pre-
disposing genetic characteristics, sexual orienta-
tion, gender (sex), military status, veteran status, 
domestic violence victim status or political affi  lia-
tion, and additionally does not discriminate against 
students on the basis of weight, gender identity, 
gender expression, and religious practices or any 
other basis prohibited by New York State and/or 
federal non-discrimination laws in employment or 
its programs and activities. The District provides 
equal access to community and youth organiza-
tions. Inquiries regarding the District’s non-dis-
crimination policies should be directed to: 

Jordan Cox, Civil Rights Compliance Offi  cer
480 Clay Pitts Road
East Northport, NY 11731
(631) 912-2000 or 
email:complianceoffi  cer@commack.k12.ny.us

Parent’s Bill of Rights
 Parents and guardians of students attending 
school in the Commack Union Free School District 
are advised that they have the following rights with 
regard to student data:
(1)   Student data will not be released or sold by 
the District for commercial purposes.  PII, as de-
fi ned by Education Law 2-d and FERPA, includes 
direct identifi ers such as a student’s name or 
identifi cation number, parent’s name or address, 
and indirect identifi ers such as a student’s date of 
birth, which when linked to or combined with other 
information can be used to distinguish or trace a 
student’s identity.  
(2)   A parent or guardian has the right to inspect 

and review the complete contents of his or her 
child’s education record stored or maintained by 
an educational agency.  This right may not apply 
to parents of an Eligible Student.   
(3)   State and Federal laws such as Education 
Law 2-d; the Commissioner of Education’s Regu-
lations; the Federal Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act; Children’s Online Privacy Protection 
Act; Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment; the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act protect 
the confi dentiality of personally identifi able infor-
mation. 
(4)   Safeguards associated with industry stan-
dards and best practices including but not limited 
to encryption, fi rewalls and password protection 
must be in place when student PII is stored or 
transferred.  
(5)   A list of all student data elements collected 
by New York State is available for public view 
at http://www.nysed.gov/data-privacy-security/
student-data-inventory and by writing to Mr. Jose 
Santiago, Chief Data Priva-cy Offi  cer at 480 Clay 
Pitts Road, East Northport, NY 11731. 631-912-
2030, or jsantiago@commack.k12.ny.us
(6)   Parents and guardians have the right to have 
complaints about possible breaches of student 
data addressed.  Complaints should be addressed 
to Mr. Jose Santiago, 480 Clay Pitts Road, East 
Northport, NY 11731, 631-912-2030, or jsan-
tiago@commack.k12.ny.us or Chief Privacy Of-
fi cer, New York State Education Department, 89 
Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 12234; by email 
to privacy@nysed.gov or by telephone at 518-
474-0937.
(7)   To be notifi ed in accordance with applicable 
laws and regulations if a breach or unauthorized 
release of PII occurs. 
(8) Educational agency workers that handle PII 
will receive training on applicable state and fed-
eral laws, policies and safeguards associated with 
industry standards and best practices that protect 
PII.  
(9)  Educational agency contracts with vendors 
that receive PII will address statutory and regula-
tory data privacy and security requirements. 
 This Parent Bill of Rights will be included with 
every contract entered into by the District with an 
outside contractor if the contractor will receive stu-
dent data or teacher or principal data.  This Parent 
Bill of Rights will be supplemented to include in-
formation about each contract that the District en-
ters into with an outside contractor receiving con-
fi dential student data or teacher or principal data, 
including the exclusive purpose(s) for which the 
data will be used, how the con-tractor will ensure 
confi dentiality and data protection and security re-
quirements, the date of expiration of the contract 
and what happens to the data upon the expiration 
of the contract, if and how the accuracy of the data 
collected can be challenged, where the data will 
be stored and the security protections that will be 
taken.  
       “District Data” means all information obtained 
by the Service Provider from the District or by 
the Service Provider in connection with the ser-
vices provided by Service Provider pursuant to the 
Agreement, including but not limited to business, 
administrative and fi nancial data, intellectual prop-
erty, student and personnel data, and metadata.  
The term, “District Data” does not include any in-
formation made publicly available by the District, 
with the exception of Personally Identifi able Infor-
mation from student and personnel data.  
(1)   Use of District Data by Service Provider.  The 
District Data received by the Service Provider will 
be used only to per-form Service Provider’s ob-
ligations pursuant to the Agreement and for no 
other purpose.
(2)   Storage and Security Protections.  The Ser-
vice Provider will store and process District Data 
in accordance with commercial best practices, in-

cluding appropriate administrative, physical, and 
technical safeguards, to secure District Data from 
unauthorized access, disclosure, alteration and 
use. The Service Provider will use industry-stan-
dard and up-to-date security tools and technolo-
gies such as anti-virus protections and intrusion 
detection methods in providing services pursuant 
to the Agreement.  Service Provider will conduct 
periodic risk assessments and remediate any 
identifi ed security vulnerabilities in a timely man-
ner. 
(3)   Sharing Information with Other Persons and 
Entities.  The Service Provider will only share Dis-
trict Data with entities or persons authorized by the 
Agreement.  To the extent that District Data will 
be shared by the Service Provider with other au-
thorized entities or persons not employed by Ser-
vice Provider, the Service Provider will ensure that 
those persons or entities will be required to agree 
in writing that it/they will comply with all terms of 
the Agreement’s Plan for Security and Protection 
of Personally Identifi able Information, and any oth-
er Agreement provision relating to confi dentiality 
of records and data security and privacy, including, 
but not limited to this Exhibit A.
(4)   Destruction/Return of Data.  Upon the ter-
mination of the Agreement for any reason, the 
Service Provider will, as directed by the District 
in writing, securely destroy (“securely destroy” 
means taking actions that render data written on 
physical (e.g., hard copy) or electronic media un-
recoverable by both ordinary and extraordinary 
means) or return all District Data received by the 
Service Provider as soon as reasonably possible.  
The District’s decision will be made in connection 
with all applicable laws, including the New York 
Arts and Cultural Aff airs Law and the Records Re-
tention and Dis-position Schedule ED-1.  In con-
nection with the secure destruction of any District 
Data, the Service Provider will provide a certifi cate 
of destruction (form and substance satisfactory to 
the District) to the District. 
(5)   Challenge to Accuracy of Data.  A parent or 
guardian, student, teacher or principal can chal-
lenge the accuracy of the Data received by the 
Service Provider by following applicable law (e.g., 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), em-
ployment agreements, and policies, rules and 
regulations.  If the Service Provider receives a 
challenge to the accuracy of Data from a parent 
or guardian, student, teacher or principal, the Ser-
vice Provider will notify the District in writing.  The 
Service Provider will not amend any Data without 
a written request from the District.

Pesticide Application Notice
 The Pesticide Notifi cation Law went into ef-
fect July 1, 2001. This law applies to all instruc-
tional and administrative buildings and grounds, 
including all playgrounds and athletic fi elds. All 
questions relating to pesticide- related issues 
should be addressed to Stephanie Popky at (631) 
858-3600. The District follows the guidelines 
of Integrated Pest Management (IPM). These 
guidelines provide for the use of non-chemical 
procedures to address pest problems. In situa-
tions where IPM is not eff ective, the District will 
use chemical applications. All persons who wish 
to receive a 48 hour written advance notifi cation 
of a pesticide application may register with the 
District by completing the 48 hour pesticide no-
tifi cation request form, located on the Commack 
School District website, and forwarding to the 
District at the address indicated. 

   Continued  on Page 8



 The fi rst-ever virtual Town 
Meeting was held at North Ridge 
Primary School in October. A Town 
Meeting is a part of the charac-
ter education curriculum at North 
Ridge that is traditionally held ev-
ery month to highlight and discuss 
the character trait for the month in 
a community forum; last week we 
spoke about honesty.
 Since students and staff  are 
unable to gather as a large group 
this year, all classrooms viewed the 
virtual town meeting at the same 
time to continue the unifi ed com-
munity feeling and tradition.   
 Beside a discussion about hon-
esty, the meeting included fi re safe-
ty, since October is also fi re safety 
awareness month. In addition, the 

Town Meeting 
contained a 
read aloud 
of “The 
Boy Who 
C r i e d 
W o l f , ” 
and vari-
ous songs about 
honesty, fi re safety, and 
Halloween.  During the songs, it 
was great to see 
everyone singing along and danc-
ing at their desks. The November 
Town Meeting will focus on respon-
sibility and discuss gratitude, in 
time for Thanksgiving. Mrs. Rihm 
said, “We look forward to many 
more educational and fun Town 
Meetings this year!”

First Town Meeting at North Ridge

First graders in Mrs. 
Messana’s class participate 
in the Town Hall activities.

Mrs. Francoisa introduces 
the virtual Town Hall to 
her kindergarten class.

   Required Notices (Cont.)

Student Directory Information and FERPA
Directory information is information contained in an educational record 

of a student that would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion 
of privacy if released. 
 In compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA), this serves as the annual public notice to parents or eligible stu-
dents (at least 18 years of age or who are attending an institution of post-
secondary education) of the District’s defi nition of directory information, the 
parent or eligible student’s right to opt out of the release of student directory 
information, and the time period to opt out in writing. Following public notice 
and a reasonable response period, the District may release directory infor-
mation without individual consent.
 The primary purpose of directory information is to allow the District 
to include this type of information from the student’s education records in 
certain school publications. Unless objection to any of the following items 
of information is submitted in writing by parents or legal guardians, or by 
those students themselves who are over the age of 18 years, the Commack 
School District hereby gives notice that directory information may be pro-
vided to parent/ teacher associations and representatives of the District’s 
insurance carriers, entities providing educational, occupational, or career 
opportunities, or to publish in the Commack Courier, school student news-
papers, magazines, yearbooks or other publications, daily or weekly news-

papers, athletic programs, musical or theatrical programs, news releases, 
social media platforms.
 The District has designated the following information as directory in-
formation: student’s name, address, age, major fi eld of study, grade level, 
participation in sports and activities, weight and height (for members of 
athletic teams), extracurricular activities, dates of attendance, academic 
honors, achievements and awards, and photograph. 
 Unless objection to any of the following items of information is submit-
ted in writing by parents or legal guardians, or by those students them-
selves who are over the age of 18 years, the Commack School District 
hereby gives notice of its intention to provide the release to parent/teacher 
associations and representatives of the District’s insurance carriers, en-
tities providing educational, occupational, or career opportunities, or to 
publish in the Commack Courier, school student newspapers, magazines, 
yearbooks, or other publications, daily or weekly newspapers, athletic pro-
grams, musical or theatrical programs, news releases, any and/or all of the 
following information pertaining to students as may be appropriate under 
the circumstances: name of student, address, age, height, weight, grade, 
major fi eld of study, participation in recognized school activities, extracur-
ricular activities and sports programs, academic honors, achievements, 
awards, scholarships and similar information.
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Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Commack Union Free School District does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s actual or perceived race, color, 

religion, creed, ethnicity, national origin, citizenship status, age, marital status, partnership status, disability, predisposing genetic 
characteristics, sexual orientation, gender (sex), military status, veteran status, domestic violence victim status or political affi  li-
ation, and additionally does not discriminate against students on the basis of weight, gender identity, gender expression, and 

religious practices or any other basis prohibited by New York State and/or federal non-discrimination laws in employment or its 
programs and activities.

The District provides equal access to community and youth organizations.
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