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Research Paper Book List

The following book choices are suggested for your use.  Each of these will produce a “researchable” paper.  

Choose wisely; you will be with this book for many weeks.  

Please record three choices.  All selections must have my final approval.  
1st Choice:  Title: _____________________________ Author: _________________________

2nd Choice:  Title: _____________________________ Author: ________________________ 

3rd Choice:  Title:______________________________ Author:_________________________

Author


Title



Period/Genre/Topic(s)
RENAISSANCE DRAMA:  1350 - 1600
William Shakespeare 

Much Ado About Nothing
Comedy Battle of the Sexes 

To pass the time before their wedding, Claudio and Hero conspire to get two antagonistic people, Beatrice and Benedick, to fall in love, unaware that they themselves are the target of a more sinister conspiracy.

William Shakespeare

Twelfth Night  


Comedy-Gender Roles, Love

By passing herself off as a page, shipwrecked Viola finds work with Duke Orsino, who loves the wealthy noblewoman Olivia. He asks Caesar (Viola) to act as a go-between and win Olivia's love for himself, but Olivia falls for Caesar, while Viola is determined to marry the Duke.
William Shakespeare

King Lear


Tragedy-Loyalty and Love

Shakespeare's tragedy in which an English king foolishly splits his kingdom between the two daughters plotting his doom and disinherits his favorite for speaking out against him.

William Shakespeare

Henry IV


History- Kingship 

A play in which a rebellion against King and State is juxtaposed against the rebellion of Prince Hal against his father, King Henry IV

William Shakespeare          Hamlet  or Othello      highly recommended  works
19TH CENTURY:

Herman Melville

Billy Budd


American Sea Story/Adventure
Through Billy Budd, a sailor sentenced to death after striking his false accuser, Melville explores the difference between earthly and divine justice.

Nathaniel Hawthorne
          The Scarlet Letter
     American Puritanism-Revenge, Isolation
In seventeenth century New England, Hester Prynne is condemned by Puritan law to wear a scarlet "A" as the symbol of the sin she had committed.

Mary Shelley


Frankenstein

British Gothic Horror-Isolation

A monster assembled by a scientist from parts of dead bodies is scorned for being ugly and swears revenge on his creator and the human race.

Bram Stoker 


Dracula 


British Gothic Horror

Come to Castle Dracula where an undying creature of evil casts his sights on unsuspecting England.

Charlotte Bronte

Jane Eyre


British Gothic Romance-Freedom, 

Jane, a plain and penniless orphan in nineteenth-century England, accepts employment as a governess at Thornfield Hall and soon finds herself in love with her melancholy employer, Mr. Edward Rochester, a man with a terrible secret.

Emily Bronte


Wuthering Heights

British Gothic Romance-Love and 

Death, Loyalty, Social Values

Forced by a storm to spend the night at the home of Heathcliff, Mr. Lockwood

uncovers a tale of terror and hatred on the Yorkshire moors.

Jane Austen


Pride and Prejudice

Br. Victorian Romance-Pride, 

Feminism, Irony, Social Values

In early nineteenth-century England, a spirited young woman copes with the courtship of a snobbish gentleman as well as the romantic entanglements of her four sisters.

Jane Austen 
Sense and Sensibility
Br. Victorian Romance

Two sisters of opposing temperaments share the pangs of tragic love. Their

mutual suffering brings a closer understanding between the two sisters--and true love finally triumphs.

Charles Dickens

Great Expectations 

Br. Victorian- Maturity, Social 










Themes
Contains the complete text of the 1860 novel about Pip, an orphan in

Victorian England who is plucked from a life of poverty and informed he is to be educated and reared as a gentleman; and includes a critical introduction and a chronology.

Kate Chopin

The Awakening 

American Feminism

Tells of a woman's desire for an affair with the son of a Louisiana resort owner whom she meets on vacation.

Edith Wharton 

The Age of Innocence

American Victorian Romance-


A portrayal of New York society in the 1870s where money counted for less than manners and morals.

Edith Wharton

The House of Mirth
American Social Life and Customs
Lily Bart, an orphaned child of a New York merchant, calmly prepares a campaign to marry for the power and luxury that money brings.

Fyodor Dostoevsky

Crime and Punishment
Russian - Guilt and Redemption

Raskolnikov, a former Russian student, murders an old pawnbroker and her sister. The subsequent guilt with which he struggles results in a tragedy of tension and terror.

Willa Cather


My Antonia

American Fiction-Frontier Life

A successful lawyer remembers his boyhood in Nebraska and his friendship with an immigrant Bohemian girl named Antonia.

Robert Louis Stevenson
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
British Horror

Describes the respectable Dr. Jekyll who experiments with drugs and is changed into the horrifying Mr. Hyde.

Robert Louis Stevenson
Treasure Island

British Adventure

While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them money, the mistress of the inn and her son find a treasure map that leads to a pirate fortune as well as great danger.
Daphne Du Maurier                Rebecca                                 Mystery/Romance

A young woman marries a wealthy man, returns home to his mansion with him, and is haunted by the memories of his deceased wife.  A thriller!
Wilkie Collins                      The Woman in White              Mystery/Detective

A mysterious woman dressed all in white has escaped from an asylum…

Arthur Conan Doyle             The Hound of the Baskervilles  Mystery/Detective

Classic Sherlock Holmes investigating mysterious happenings that seem to involve the legend of an evil hound of supernatural origin
Henrik Ibsen                        A Doll’s House                       Drama

A look at marital problems and gender inequality in a household torn apart by secrets

Charlotte Perkins Gillman    “The Yellow Wallpaper”      A very looong “short” story

Journal entries written by an oppressed wife as she seemingly descends into madness
20TH CENTURY:

Bernard Shaw


Pygmalion


Irish Play – Human Relationships
Henry Higgins is the cause of Liza Doolittle's metamorphosis from a "draggle-tailed guttersnipe" to a "duchess" by improving her manner, speech, and style.

William Faulkner


The Sound and the Fury     
   American – Southern dysfunction 
The members of a genteel southern family are portrayed as petty failures, drunkards, suicides, pathological perverts, and idiots.

Joseph Conrad


The Heart of Darkness
British Exploration-Exploitation, 

Dark allegory describes the narrator’s journey up the Congo River and his meeting with, and fascination by, Mr. Kurtz, a mysterious personage who dominates the unruly inhabitants of the region.

Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea*

American Fiction- Heroism

An old fisherman battles the sea and sharks to bring home the giant marlin he caught.

Ernest Hemingway 

The Sun Also Rises

American Fiction- The Lost 










Generation

Focuses on a "lost generation" of Americans who fought in France during World War I and who expatriated themselves from America after the war.

Ernest Heminway                   A Farewell to Arms                 American Fiction

A tragic love story set against the backdrop of war
Franz Kafka


Metamorphosis** 

Surrealism- Human Isolation

A young man wakes up one morning to find himself transformed into a giant beetle-like insect. He becomes an object of disgrace to his family and an alienated man.

Samuel Beckett 

Waiting For Godot

Tragicomic Drama- Existentialism

Two old tramps wait on a bare stretch of road near a tree for Godot.

Herman Hesse 

Siddhartha 


Buddhism, The Journey of Life
A moral allegory, set in ancient India, about one soul's quest for the ultimate answer to the enigma of man's role in this world. The hero, Siddhartha, undergoes a series of experiences to emerge in a state of peace and wisdom.

Albert Camus 


The Stranger 


French- Beliefs, Existentialism

Through the story of an ordinary man unwittingly drawn into a senseless murder on an Algerian beach, Camus explored what he termed "the nakedness of man faced with the absurd."
George Orwell


1984



British- Fear, Socialism, Big Brother

Depicts life in a totalitarian regime in the year of 1984.

Sylvia Plath


The Bell Jar


American Feminism

An autobiographical novel of Esther Greenwood, a brilliant and talented young woman, who goes to New York and begins a descent into mental illness.

Julia Alvarez


In The Time Of The 

American Fiction
Butterflies
  
 Women Revolutionaries

Gives a fictionalized account of four sisters in the Dominican Republic under the dictatorship of General Trujillo.

Truman Capote

In Cold Blood

Non-Fiction Murder

Recreates the slaying of the Clutter family of Kansas, and the capture, trial, and execution of their murderers.

Anne Frank 


Diary of Anne Frank

Non-Fiction Holocaust

A thirteen-year-old Dutch-Jewish girl records her impressions of the two years she and seven others spent hiding from the Nazis before they were discovered and taken to concentration camps.

Joy Kogawa


Obasan


Japanese-American

A novel of the Japanese relocation during World War II.

Ernest Gaines 


The Autobiography of

African-American 

Miss Jane Pitman

A 110-year-old black woman reminisces about her life, which has stretched from the days of slavery to the black militancy and civil rights movements of the 1960s.

Ernest Gaines


A Lesson Before Dying
African-American

Tells the story of a young African-American man sentenced to death for a murder he did not commit, and a teacher who tries to impart to him his learning and pride before the execution.

John Steinbeck

The Red Pony

American Fiction-Horses

Ownership of a beautiful red pony teaches ten-year-old Jody about life and death.

John Steinbeck

Tortilla Flat


American Fiction

Above the town of Monterey on the California coast lies the shabby district of Tortilla Flat where Danny and his colorful group of friends live and where their revels recall the exploits of King Arthur's knights.

John Steinbeck

Cannery Row


American Fiction

Recounts the adventures and misadventures of cannery workers living in the run-down waterfront section of Monterey, California.

Agatha Christie
    Murder of Roger Ackroyd

British Mystery

Murder mystery which will keep the reader guessing as to whodunit.  Agatha Christie is the master of setting up the traditional rules of mystery only to shatter them with glee.
Agatha Christie

Ten Little Indians 

British Mystery




                 (And Then There Were None)
Ten strangers--each with a sordid past--are summoned by an absent millionaire to a private island off the coast of Devon and begin to die one by one upon arrival.

Other Agatha Christie titles may be considered

Elie Wiesel


Night



Non-Fiction-Holocaust

A true account of the author's experiences as a Jewish boy with his family in a Nazi concentration camp.

James Baldwin

Go Tell it on the Mountain

African-American
Describes a day in the life of several members of a Harlem fundamentalist church. The saga of three generations of people is related through flashbacks.

James Baldwin

If Beale Street Could Talk

Love, Family

Two young black people are sustained by their love in their struggle against injustice and racial oppression.

Jack London


The Call of the Wild


Adventure Fiction

The dog hero, Buck, is stolen from his home and pressed into service as a sledge dog in the Klondike.

Rudyard Kipling

The Jungle Book


Self Discovery, Fantasy

A story of Mowgli, a boy who has many adventures while being raised by wolves and other animals of the Indian jungle.

CONTEMPORARY:

John Irving

A Prayer for Owen Meany: A Novel 

American - Friendship
An eleven-year-old boy, Owen Meany, hits a foul ball that kills his best friend's mother during a Little League game in 1953.

John Irving
         The World According To Garp

American – Eccentric Family
The son of a famous radical feminist spends his life struggling with his diverse personal relationships and with his ambition to be a writer.

Stephen King

The Shining

      American – Horror, Suspense
A summer resort comes chillingly to life in the off-season when the Torrances

arrive to take over as winter caretakers. Young Danny has the gift of precognition, "The Shine", and the horrible things he sees are only the beginning of the family's nightmare.

Stephen King


Carrie



American – Horror, Supernatural
Presents the unnerving story of a terribly ostracized young girl with supernatural powers of telekinesis.

Margaret Atwood

The Handmaid’s Tale**
Politics and Personal Freedom
Set in the near future, America has become a puritanical theocracy and Offred tells her story as a Handmaid under the new social order.

Louise Erdrich


Love Medicine 

Native American-Belonging, Family

A story of the intertwined fates of the Kashpaws and the Lamartines near a North Dakota reservation from 1934 to 1984.

Ken Kesey

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
American -Authority, Conformity

The struggle for power between a head nurse and a male patient in a mental institution leads to a climax of hate, violence, and death.

Toni Morrison


Beloved


African American-Supernatural
Sethe, an escaped slave who now lives in post-Civil War Ohio, has borne the unthinkable and works hard at "beating back the past." She struggles to keep Beloved, an intruder, from gaining possession of her present while throwing off the legacy of her past
Toni Morrison 

The Bluest Eye 

African American-Personal Freedom 

An eleven-year-old African-American girl in Ohio, in the early 1940s, prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be beautiful.

Tim O’Brien


The Things They Carried
American-Vietnam War, Humanism

A Vietnam testament and a profound study of men at war that explores the capacity and limits of the human heart and soul.

J.R.R. Tolkien


The Lord of the Rings

British Fantasy-Bravery, Evil

A three-volume epic adventure set in the fantasy world of the Third Age of Middle-earth, a world inhabited by many strange beings.

Any from the series

J.R.R. Tolkien                        The Hobit                                Fantasy
Alice Walker


The Color Purple

American Southern Fiction-Abuse,










Relationships

Tells the story of two sisters: Nettie, a missionary in Africa, and Celie, a child-wife living in the south, in the medium of their letters to each other and in Celie's case, the desperate letters she begins, "Dear God.".

Robert Cormier

The Chocolate War

American Fiction-Frontier

A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to join in the school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath of the

school bullies.
Amy Tan


The Joy Luck Club

Chinese-American Family

In 1949 four Chinese women began meeting in San Francisco to play mah jong. They called their gathering the Joy Luck Club. Forty years later they look back and remember.

Amy Tan


The Kitchen God’s Wife
Chinese-American Family

Winnie and Helen have kept each other's worst secrets for more than fifty years. Now, because she believes she is dying, Helen wants to expose everything.

Ann Tyler

Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant
  American Fiction Family

Cody, Jenny, and Ezra, who were deserted by their father and raised by their angry mother, go their separate ways but meet again for their mother's funeral.

Rudolfo Anaya

Bless Me, Ultima

Developing Personal Identity

Six-year-old Antonio embarks upon a spiritual journey under the watchful guidance of Ultima, a healing woman, that leads him to question his faith and beliefs in family, religion, and other aspects of his Chicano culture.

Anthony Burgess

A Clockwork Orange 
Choice and Free Will

In the Slav-oriented state of the future, the Lower Orders are in ascendance and happy hooligans roam the London streets, bashing senior citizens in the eyes with bicycle chains.

Madeline L’Engle

A Wrinkle in Time

Fantasy

Three extra-terrestrial beings take Meg and her friends to another world.

society.

S.E. Hinton

     Rumble Fish

      Coming of Age

A junior high school boy idolizes his older brother, the coolest, toughest guy in the neighborhood, and wants to be just like him.

Jack Kerouac
On the Road

Cultural and Spiritual Philosophy

An excellent and compassionate picture of that segment of the generation which was left to fend for itself after World War II

Barbara Kingsolver              The Poisonwood Bible               American family abroad

A southern babtist minister takes his wife and four daughters on a mission to the war-torn Congo.  Enlightenment, adventure, and disaster ensue.

Barbara Kingsolver              The Bean Trees                        
A woman leaves her small town to start a new life travelling across the country and finds an abandoned baby in her car

Junot Diaz      The Brief Wondrous Life of Oskar Wao        Hispanic-American Literature

A Dominican boy growing up in New Jersey believes he is plagued by a family curse
Laura Esquivel  Like Water for Chocolate   
Set in Mexico during the Revolution, a domineering mother rules over her three daughters and interferes in their love lives

