  The Things They Carried
“Enemies,” “Friends,” and “The Dentist”

Notebook entry 2:
1.)  You are Tim O’Brien’s editor and The Things They Carried has not yet been published.  The publishing house has budgeted for printing the novel with a set number of pages and there is room for only one of the above chapters.  Decide which chapter you think is “the best” and why.  What is effective about it?  What works?  How does it complement the rest of the novel so far?  Develop your response (in at least half a page of hand-written text).  Convince the publishing house that this story is important and that the novel is better for its inclusion.

2.)   For each of the other two chapters, write a well-developed paragraph in response to the following prompt:  Lee Strunk is often looking for a “moral” to be associated with the mens’ experiences during the war.  What “moral” might you attribute to each chapter anecdote?  What do you think O’Brien wants us to understand or feel at the end of each chapter?  Explain.
