IB English 11

“Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been” and Smooth Talk response

1. Read the song lyrics to “It’s All Over Now, Baby Blue” by Bob Dylan. What do you think the Dylan song is about? Support your answer. What connections can you make between ideas and images from the song and the story? 

2. Read the “Four Critical Interpretations” from the CASEBOOK article.  Which one seem most plausible to you?  Why?

3. Relook at Critical Interpretion number II, “Larry Rubin argues that Connie has fallen asleep in the sun and has a dream about a composite figure that symbolizes her fear of the adult world.”  This might be the interpretation the filmmakers of Smooth Talk had in mind when they decided to conclude the film with Connie saying, “I don’t know—maybe it didn’t really happen.”  This interpretation might also be supported by Oates when she says (in the article on the first page of your packet) “no matter the dictates and even the wishes of the conscious social self, the life or will or purpose of the imagination is incomprehensible, unpredictable.”  Beginning when Connie’s mother says “I look right into your eyes and all I see are trashy daydreams,” reexamine the story to find as many examples as you can that support the idea that perhaps Connie’s experience with Arnold Friend is some sort of manifestation of her imagination or subconscious mind. (You may work in small groups to do this and split up the text.  You don’t need to recopy these examples—just highlight them in your text).
4. Discuss the title of the story in the context of the above interpretation.  
